
 
 

ASSIGNMENT FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL 
GRADE 6 - 8 

 
Please select a book from the list to read during summer break.  The 
books on the Summer Reading List are arranged in descending order; 
beginning with the most challenging. 
 
 
Come to class the first day of school prepared to write a persuasive, in-
class essay about this book.  You will have up to 60 minutes to plan, write, 
and proofread your response to the writing prompt below.  This essay will 
be used as your first writing sample for the new school year.  The PA 
Domain Scoring Rubric will be used to grade the assignment.  You can find 
a copy of the rubric on the district website. 
 
 
 

Writing Prompt 
 

Persuade your peers to either read or not to read the novel you 
completed for summer reading. 

 
As you read the book during the summer, think about the prompt.  You will 
need to give specific examples from the text to support why you 
recommend or do not recommend this book to others.  One way to keep 
track of your thoughts is to use post-it notes.  If you are signing the book 
out from a library, take notes on paper.  If the book belongs to you, leave 
the notes in the book.  Bring your book and your notes with you when you 
return to school. 
 
 
All titles can be found in local bookstores or at the Wissahickon Valley 
Public Library.  It is important for you to secure a book in early summer to 
guarantee completing the reading on time.  Our purpose is to encourage 
meaningful reading during the summer months.  The complete list offers 
many opportunities to read additional books if you wish.  Enjoy! 
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SUMMER READING LIST 
2008 

 
 

GRADE 7 



 
GRADE 7  LANGUAGE ARTS 

 
 

THE WAR OF THE WORLDS – H. G. Wells 
As life on Mars becomes impossible, Martians and their terrifying 
machines invade the earth. 
 

CHINESE CINDERELLA:  THE TRUE STORY OF AN UNWANTED 
DAUGHTER – Adeline Yen Mah  

The author tells the story of her painful childhood in China where she 
lived until the age of fourteen with her father, stepmother, and siblings, 
all of whom considered her bad luck because her mother died shortly 
after giving birth to her. 
 

NIGHT HOOPS – Carl Deuker 
While trying to prove that he is good enough to play on his high school's 
varsity basketball team, Nick must also deal with his parents' divorce and 
erratic behavior of a troubled classmate, who lives across the street. 
 

CASTAWAYS OF THE FLYING DUTCHMAN – Brian Jacques 
In 1620, a boy and his dog are rescued from the doomed ship, Flying 
Dutchman, by an angel, who guides them in traveling the world eternally 
helping those in great need. 
 

THINGS NOT SEEN – Andrew Clements 
Fifteen-year-old Bobby has an unusual problem:  his body has become 
invisible.  His father (a physicist) and mother agree that no one outside 
the family can know about his situation.  Two scientists team up to 
search for a rational explanation for BobbyÕs condition, which becomes 
more urgent when BobbyÕs school alerts the State Department of 
Children and Family Services because no one has seen Bobby for a 
month. 

 
THE GRADUATION OF JAKE MOON – Barbara Park 

Jake is required to take care of his grandfather (a confused old man) an 
hour a day -- a job that becomes more onerous.  Jake is embarrassed by 
his grandfatherÕs increasingly erratic behavior and becomes alienated 
from his friends.  His relationships with his wealthy aunt and cousin are 
also strained because Jake feels that they are buying their way out of 
care giving. 
 

 
 

BEHIND THE MOUNTAINS – Edwidge Danticat 
A thirteen-year-old Haitian girl describes, over the course of five 
months, her life in Haiti and then in New York as she, her mother, 
and her brother join her father, who left Haiti years before.  Celiane 
loves the mountain village of Beau Jour.  The only hole in her life is 
that left by her father, who sends a cassette tape addressing each 
family member in turn, but from whom she feels increasingly 
estranged by time and distance.  When the bus she and her mother 
are riding in gets blown up in pre-election violence (the year is 2000, 
and Jean-Bertrand Aristide is running for re-election), the effort to 
reunite with her father moves into high gear.  Her Tante Rose pulls 
some diplomatic strings, and suddenly they are all together in New 
York. 
 

THE SUPERNATURALIST – Eoin Colfer 
In futuristic Satellite City, fourteen-year-old Cosmo Hill escapes from 
an abusive orphanage and teams up with three other people who 
share his unusual ability to see supernatural creatures, and together, 
they determine the nature and purpose of the swarming blue 
Parasites that are invisible to most humans. 
 

WITHIN REACH: MY EVEREST STORY –  
Mark Pfetzer & Jack Galvin   

The author describes how he spent his teenage years climbing 
mountains in the United States, South America, Africa, and Asia, 
with an emphasis on his two expeditions up Mount Everest. 
 

THE WISH – Gail Carson Levine 
Wilma, granted her wish to be the most popular girl in school, forgets 
that she will graduate from eighth grade in three weeks and her 
popularity will vanish. 

 
ESCAPE FROM FIRE MOUNTAIN  

by Gary Paulsen 
When thirteen-year-old Nikki Roberts hears a cry for help over her 
CB radio, she races into a forest fire to rescue two trapped children. 
But Nikki must fight more than flames. Ruthless poachers are hot on 
their trail and even Nikki's experience as a hunting guide, and the 
help of her horse, Goblin, may not get them safely through the 
forests dangers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Books on tape can be obtained from www.recordedbooks.com and 
www.booksource.com. 
 



 
 


