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Message to Our Families
As we move through the 2020-2021 school year, I am continuing to update the this document so that it reflects the
most recent changes to our elementary school, middle school, and/or high school instructional delivery models. This
document reflects the recent transition for our secondary students, and it also reflects the instructional delivery model
for our elementary program effective January 11, 2021 through the balance of this school year.
Our elementary program will continue to feature the same two instructional delivery models that have been in place
since August 31, 2020: 100% In-Person or 100% Virtual. In the event of any form of “school closure,” similar to our
recent Thanksgiving two-week school closure, all students will engage in 100% Virtual Learning for the period of
school closure. In such instances, all students will be taught by their teachers, and they will continue to learn alongside
their classmates. Microsoft Teams and Seesaw will continue to be the platforms when students are engaged in Virtual
Learning.
Once we have implemented our elementary schools’ transition for January 11 through the balance of the school year,
we turn our attention to the secondary program next. More information will be shared with our secondary families
closer to the start of third quarter. Our journey continues!
Regards,
Gary W. Abbamont, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Wissahickon School District

“Inspire, Engage, Excel”
a learning community where our students will be inspired
to engage and excel to their fullest potential
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Part I: Educational Planning During a Pandemic
The Mission of the Wissahickon School
District
The mission of the Wissahickon School District - a learning community
rich in diversity and committed to academic excellence and character
development - is to empower each student to excel to their fullest
potential and contribute in full measure to the greater community.

Guiding Principles
As our school district continues to navigate the pandemic and its impact
on our learning community, we recognize the critical role that Remote
Teaching and Learning plays in our educational program. As we continue
to monitor the status of the on-going pandemic, the following guiding
principles serve to anchor our educational planning and instructional program delivery models.
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provide instructional delivery that mirrors that of the classroom. Continue to use the district-approved
technology platforms to facilitate direct instruction, whole class discussion, small group collaboration, and
independent work.
Maximize teacher and student interactions as well as those among students through daily synchronous and/or
in-person teaching and learning.
Maintain curricular program integrity and instructional pace.
Ensure equitable teaching and learning experiences for all district students.
Assess, evaluate, and grade student work.
Provide student feedback.
Maintain a consistency of the school schedule for in-person and virtual learners.
Hold students accountable for attendance and work.
Remain flexible with students and families as circumstances require in accessing lessons and completing
assignments.
Ensure a seamless transition whenever there is a change to the instructional program delivery model.
Continue to meet the Pennsylvania’s requirements for instructional hours/days as stated in PA legislation.
For students with IEP’s, GIEP’s, and/or 504 Plans, provide direction instruction in the identified areas as well
as any related services that are required.

In the event that our school district closes for reasons related to the pandemic, our Remote Teaching and Learning Program will
commence for all students. All students will be provided a district-issued computer device for use at home, and the district will
work with families as necessary to ensure that all students are able to access internet service to support their learning.
Synchronous teaching and learning will continue to be the standard practice for all classes each school day, and teachers will
maintain the instructional pace necessary to complete the Pennsylvania Academic and Core standards for the various courses of
study.
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Part II: The Remote Teaching and Learning Approach
Implementing Remote Teaching & Learning
As the Wissahickon School District continues to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic, it is evident that our instructional program
delivery models will include some blend of in-person and remote teaching & learning. While in-person teaching & learning is
the norm for our educators, remote teaching & learning is new territory for us. Since March of 2020, our team’s capacity to
deliver our instructional program within the virtual teaching and learning environment has grown immeasurably. This includes
our use of a wide variety of technology hardware, platforms, and applications as well as a rich arsenal of instructional strategies
designed to engage our students.
We believe our school district’s mission can be effectively carried out in an online environment as we continue to collaborate
with our community to meet the instructional, physical, and social-emotional needs of our students. It is our intention to continue
our students’ education as closely-aligned to that which they would experience in our brick-and-mortar schools for as long as it
is necessary to maintain student and staff safety from COVID-19. Decisions about when to incorporate remote teaching &
learning into our instructional delivery program will be made in conjunction with our school board of directors and those
decisions will be based on guidance from the Pennsylvania and Montgomery County Departments of Health, the Pennsylvania
Department of Education, and/or state officials.
This document, Our Teaching &
Learning Program – An Informational
Guide for Wissahickon Families,
provides an overview as to the
instructional delivery models currently
in use across the K-12 continuum. This
document is filled with important
information and resources.
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Part III: School Schedules
School Schedules Across the Grade Levels
In order that we meet Pennsylvania’s instructional day requirements, the district has carefully planned the Daily
Teaching and Learning Schedule for all three levels: elementary school, middle school, and high school. This
schedule will enable teachers to maintain our well-established instructional pace, address all of the PA-required grade
level/program standards, and ensure that our students will benefit from a rich and robust curricular, standards-based
program. What follows is an overview of each of the schedules at all three levels – elementary, middle, and high.
Schedule Information

Lower Gwynedd
Shady Grove

Blue Bell
Stony Creek

Middle School

High School

Student’s School Day

8:30-3:15

8:35-3:20

7:35-2:25

7:37-2:35

Student’s Day

6.75 Hours

6.75 Hours

6.8 Hours

7 Hours

Instructional Minutes

355 Minutes

355 Minutes

356 Minutes

364 Minutes

Teacher’s School Day

8:10 AM-3:40 PM

8:15 AM-3:45 PM

7:25 AM-2:55 PM

7:30 AM-3:00 PM
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The Elementary 100% In-Person Schedule
In this program delivery option, the K-5 students attend school in the school building every day. Students received their schedules on
the first day of school, and since that date, there have been modifications to these schedules. While your child’s schedule is likely similar
to those listed below, they serve as samples only. Safety protocols will be in place with most encore classes (art, guidance, library,
music) being taught in the students’ classrooms. Health and physical education will be taught outside (weather permitting) and in the
gym when the weather is less than cooperative. Students will have a thirty-minute lunch. The usual twenty-minute recess will take place
either in the morning or afternoon with the classroom teacher supervising the students. The more usual outdoor recess with all of the
grade level students will not take place given the need for safety during the pandemic.

Kindergarten Schedule

First Grade Schedule

Class

LG & SG

BB & SC

Class

LG & SG

BB & SC

HR & Morning Meeting
English-Language Arts
PIE – Individual/Small Group
Lunch
Mathematics
English-Language Arts
Encore
English-Language Arts
Science/Social Studies
Afternoon Check-in

8:30-8:45
8:45-10:00
10:00-10:30
10:30-11:00
11:00-12:15
12:15-12:40
12:40-1:25
1:30-2:15
2:15-3:00
3:00-3:15

8:35-8:50
8:50-10:05
10:05-10:35
10:35-11:05
11:05-12:20
12:20-12:45
12:45-1:30
1:35-2:20
2:20-3:05
3:05-3:20

HR & Morning Meeting
English-Language Arts
Lunch
Math
PIE – Individual/Small Group
Encore
Social Studies/Science
Afternoon Check-in

8:30-8:45
8:45-11:05
11:05-11:35
11:35-1:00
1:00-1:30
1:30-2:15
2:15-3:00
3:00-3:15

8:35-8:50
8:50-11:10
11:10-11:40
11:40-1:05
1:05-1:35
1:35-2:20
2:20-3:05
3:05-3:20

Second Grade Schedule
Class

LG & SG

BB & SC

Third Grade Schedule
Class

HR & Morning Meeting
Math
Science/Social Studies
English-Language Arts
Lunch
English-Language Arts
PIE – Individual/Small Group
Encore
Afternoon Check-in

8:30-8:45
8:45-10:30
10:30-11:15
11:15-11:40
11:40-12:10
12:10-1:50
1:50-2:20
2:20-3:05
3:05-3:15

8:35-8:50
8:50-10:35
10:35-11:20
11:20-11:45
11:45-12:15
12:15-1:55
1:55-2:25
2:25-3:10
3:10-3:20

HR & Morning Meeting
English-Language Arts
Encore
Science/Social Studies
Lunch
Science/Social Studies
Math
Afternoon Check-in
PIE – Individual/Small Group

Fourth Grade Schedule

LG & SG

BB & SC

8:30-8:45
8:45-10:55
10:55-11:40
11:45-12:15
12:15-12:45
12:45-1:05
1:00-2:35
2:35-2:45
2:45-3:15

8:35-8:50
8:50-11:00
11:00-11:45
11:45-12:20
12:20-12:50
12:50-1:10
1:05-2:40
2:40-2:50
2:50-3:20

Fifth Grade Schedule

Class

LG & SG

BB & SC

Class

LG & SG

BB & SC

HR & Morning Meeting
Math
Encore
PIE – Individual/Small Group
English-Language Arts
Lunch
English-Language Arts
Science/Social Studies
Afternoon Check-in

8:30-8:45
8:45-10:05
10:05-10:50
10:50-11:30
11:30-12:50
12:50-1:20
1:20-2:15
2:15-3:05
3:05-3:15

8:35-8:50
8:50-10:10
10:10-10:55
10:55-11:35
11:35-12:55
12:55-1:25
1:25-2:20
2:20-3:10
3:10-3:20

HR & Morning Meeting
PIE – Individual/Small Group
Encore
English-Language Arts
Math
Lunch
Science/Social Studies
Afternoon Check-in

8:30-8:45
8:45-9:15
9:15-10:00
10:00-12:00
12:00-1:25
1:25-1:55
1:55-3:05
3:05-3:15

8:35-8:50
8:50-9:20
9:20-10:05
10:05-12:05
12:05-1:30
1:30-2:00
2:00-3:10
3:10-3:20
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The Elementary 100% Virtual Schedule
In this program delivery option, the K-5 students attend school remotely. Students in this program will be provided a district-issued
computer device. Just as in the brick and mortar classroom, the teacher will work to cultivate a strong sense of classroom community.
Students will follow a schedule similar to the samples below with periodic movement breaks and time off-screen of the computer.
Students will have a complete schedule of academics and encore classes as well as a thirty-minute lunch break. A mid-morning or midafternoon break (depending upon the lunch time) will be provided. Students attending school remotely will have an early dismissal day
every Wednesday (this will be true for In-Person classes as well if and when they are learning virtually). This is to provide the time
necessary for our teachers in the virtual program to design the materials and instructional strategies required to teach remotely. Although
students will not have work assigned on those afternoons, they will attend any of the following services as scheduled: speech,
occupational therapy, physical therapy, gifted support, reading support, and ELD instruction. For more information regarding the
Elementary 100% Virtual Schedule, see the next page.

Kindergarten Schedule

First Grade Schedule

Class

LG & SG

BB & SC

Class

LG & SG

BB & SC

HR & Morning Meeting
English-Language Arts
PIE – Individual/Small Group
Lunch
Mathematics
English-Language Arts
Encore
English-Language Arts
Science/Social Studies
Afternoon Check-in

8:30-8:45
8:45-10:00
10:00-10:30
10:30-11:00
11:00-12:15
12:15-12:40
12:40-1:25
1:30-2:15
2:15-3:00
3:00-3:15

8:35-8:50
8:50-10:05
10:05-10:35
10:35-11:05
11:05-12:20
12:20-12:45
12:45-1:30
1:35-2:20
2:20-3:05
3:05-3:20

HR & Morning Meeting
English-Language Arts
Lunch
Math
PIE – Individual/Small Group
Encore
Social Studies/Science
Afternoon Check-in

8:30-8:45
8:45-11:05
11:05-11:35
11:35-1:00
1:00-1:30
1:30-2:15
2:15-3:00
3:00-3:15

8:35-8:50
8:50-11:10
11:10-11:40
11:40-1:05
1:05-1:35
1:35-2:20
2:20-3:05
3:05-3:20

Second Grade Schedule

Third Grade Schedule

Class

LG & SG

BB & SC

Class

LG & SG

BB & SC

HR & Morning Meeting
Math
Science/Social Studies
English-Language Arts
Lunch
English-Language Arts
PIE – Individual/Small Group
Encore
Afternoon Check-in

8:30-8:45
8:45-10:30
10:30-11:15
11:15-11:40
11:40-12:10
12:10-1:50
1:50-2:20
2:20-3:05
3:05-3:15

8:35-8:50
8:50-10:35
10:35-11:20
11:20-11:45
11:45-12:15
12:15-1:55
1:55-2:25
2:25-3:10
3:10-3:20

HR & Morning Meeting
English-Language Arts
Encore
Science/Social Studies
Lunch
Science/Social Studies
Math
Afternoon Check-in
PIE – Individual/Small Group

8:30-8:45
8:45-10:55
10:55-11:40
11:45-12:15
12:15-12:45
12:45-1:05
1:00-2:35
2:35-2:45
2:45-3:15

8:35-8:50
8:50-11:00
11:00-11:45
11:45-12:20
12:20-12:50
12:50-1:10
1:05-2:40
2:40-2:50
2:50-3:20

Class

LG & SG

BB & SC

Class

LG & SG

BB & SC

HR & Morning Meeting
Math
Encore
PIE – Individual/Small Group
English-Language Arts
Lunch
English-Language Arts
Science/Social Studies
Afternoon Check-in

8:30-8:45
8:45-10:05
10:05-10:50
10:50-11:30
11:30-12:50
12:50-1:20
1:20-2:15
2:15-3:05
3:05-3:15

8:35-8:50
8:50-10:10
10:10-10:55
10:55-11:35
11:35-12:55
12:55-1:25
1:25-2:20
2:20-3:10
3:10-3:20

HR & Morning Meeting
PIE – Individual/Small Group
Encore
English-Language Arts
Math
Lunch
Science/Social Studies
Afternoon Check-in

8:30-8:45
8:45-9:15
9:15-10:00
10:00-12:00
12:00-1:25
1:25-1:55
1:55-3:05
3:05-3:15

8:35-8:50
8:50-9:20
9:20-10:05
10:05-12:05
12:05-1:30
1:30-2:00
2:00-3:10
3:10-3:20

Fourth Grade Schedule

Fifth Grade Schedule
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An Overview of the 100% Virtual Elementary School Program
For teachers currently scheduled to teach remotely, we offer the following guidance when planning. While the program will very
closely mirror the brick and mortar program, the chunking of your lessons will be different given the need for breaks and time
off of the screen. On any given day, the elementary classroom incorporates a variety of learning experiences. In moving to the
Remote Teaching and Learning environment, it is important that the students continue to experience a blend of whole class direct
instruction, small group instruction, student collaboration opportunities, and independent work. In some instances, the students
are working directly with the teacher; in other cases, they are working with classmates or working independently. We embrace
this approach to teaching and learning in our classrooms. The Elementary Program provides for the following components in the
school day:
•

Homeroom & Morning Meeting
o 15 Minutes Daily (Live via Microsoft Teams)
o Attendance Taken

•

English-Language Arts (120 Minutes Daily)
o Three 10-20 Minute Whole Group Live Instruction (via Microsoft Teams)
o Small Group Reading/Writing Instruction (Teacher-Created Content on Seesaw or Microsoft Teams)
o Independent Work and/or Collaborative Work (Posted on Seesaw or Microsoft Teams)
o Periodic Breaks

•

Mathematics (75 Minutes Daily)
o Three 10-20 Minute Whole Group Live Instruction (via Microsoft Teams)
o Small Group Math Instruction (Teacher-Created Content on Seesaw or Microsoft Teams)
o Independent Work and/or Collaborative Work (Posted on Seesaw or Microsoft Teams)
o Periodic Breaks

•

Science/Social Studies (Between 45-60 Minutes Daily)
o 10-30 Minute Whole Group Live Instruction (via Microsoft Teams)
o Independent and/or Collaborative Work (Posted on Seesaw and/or Microsoft Teams)
o Periodic Breaks

•

PIE Time (30 Minutes Daily)
o 30-Minute Remediation and/or Extension Learning Activities Based on Individual Student Needs (Posted on
Seesaw and/or Microsoft Teams OR Live Small Group/Individual Instruction)

•

Encore Class (45 Minutes Daily)

•

Afternoon Check-in (15 Minutes – Live via Microsoft Teams)

•

Lunch and a Recess in the Morning or Afternoon Scheduled by Each School (45-60 Minutes)

In the K-5 schedules, there is additional time included in some of the above curricular areas. The extra time has been included
intentionally to allow for the flexible scheduling of periodic breaks and off-screen time for students. The elementary principals
will make some modifications to these schedules in order to ensure that students have time for a mid-morning or mid-afternoon
break, recess, and short periodic brain breaks throughout the day.
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The Middle School: A Blended Model or 100% Virtual Instructional Delivery
Models
At the middle school level, students will experience their full range of courses while they
follow their six-day schedule cycle. Students will attend classes in one of two instructional
program delivery formats: in-person & virtual on alternating days or 100% virtual every
day. Whether students are attending class in-person or virtually, all students will be taught
by Wissahickon teachers concurrently. Students will continue to experience a blend of
whole class direct instruction, small group instruction, student collaboration opportunities,
and independent work. In some instances, the students are working directly with the
teacher; in other cases, they are working in small groups with classmates or working independently. The students attending inperson will be assigned to one of two cohorts (blue or gold). The school will publish a monthly calendar listing the days when
the Blue Cohort students attend and those days when the Gold Cohort students attend. Students will be following their 6-day
cycle rotation in the following pattern: Day 1 Blue, Day 1 Gold, Day 2 Blue, Day 2 Gold, Day 3 Blue, Day 3 Gold, Day 4 Blue,
Day 4 Gold, Day 5 Blue, Day 5 Gold, Day 6 Blue, Day 6 Gold, Day 1 Blue, Day 2 Gold, etc. Students will be following a Day
1/6 bell schedule every day. Over the course of the school day, there will be opportunities for periodic breaks and off-screen
time. In the event of a school closure, we will follow the schedule shown below.

Building Access: 7:00 AM - Students Report Directly to First Period
Warning Bell: 7:25 AM

Middle School Schedule
Period 1
7:35-8:15
40 Minutes
Period 2
8:18 - 8:58
40 Minutes
Homeroom/AM Announcements/ADVISORY
9:01 – 9:31
30 Minutes
Period 3
9:34-10:15
41 Minutes
Period 4
10:18- 10:59
41 Minutes
TH
8 Grade
6TH Grade
7TH Grade
Period 5 Lunch
Period 5/6
6th grade-Period 5/6
11:02-11:29
11:02-11:43
11:02-11:57
27 Minutes
41 Minutes
55 Minutes
th
Period 6/7
Period 7/8
6 grade-Period 7 Lunch
11:32-12:13
11:46-12:27
12:00-12:27
41 Minutes
41 Minutes
27 Minutes
th
Period 8/9
Period 9 Lunch
6 grade- Period 10
12:16-12:57
12:30-12:57
12:30-1:26
41 Minutes
27 Minutes
56 Minutes
th
Period 10
6 grade- Period 11
Period 10
1:00-1:41
1:29-2:25
1:00-1:41
41 Minutes
56 Minutes
41 Minutes
Period 11
Period 11
1:44-2:25
1:44-2:25
41 Minutes
41 Minutes
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The High School: A Blended Model or 100% Virtual Instructional Delivery
Models
At the high school level, students will experience their full
range of courses while they follow their Days 5 & 6
schedule. Students will attend classes in one of two
instructional program delivery formats: in-person & virtual
on alternating days or 100% virtual every day. Whether
students are attending class in-person or virtually, all
students will be taught by Wissahickon teachers
concurrently. Students will continue to experience a blend
of whole class direct instruction, small group instruction,
student collaboration opportunities, and independent work.
In some instances, the students are working directly with
the teacher; in other cases, they are working in small groups
with classmates or working independently. The students
attending in-person will be assigned to one of two cohorts
(blue or gold). The school will publish a monthly calendar
listing the days when the Blue Cohort students attend and
those days when the Gold Cohort students attend. Students
will be following Days 5 and 6 in the following pattern:
Day 1 Blue, Day 1 Gold, Day 2 Blue, Day 2 Gold, Day 3
Blue, Day 3 Gold, Day 4 Blue, Day 4 Gold, Day 5 Blue,
Day 5 Gold, Day 6 Blue, Day 6 Gold, Day 1 Blue, Day 2
Gold, etc. Over the course of the school day, there will be opportunities for periodic breaks and off-screen time. Over the course
of the school day, there will be opportunities for periodic breaks and off-screen time. In the event of a school closure, we will
follow the schedule shown below.

WHS Hybrid Block Schedule
Second Marking Period
Building Access: 7:00 AM – Warning Bell 7:36 AM

Course 1 or 2 / Homeroom (91 Minutes)
7:37-9:08
Course 3 or 4 (91 Minutes)
9:13-10:44
A: Early Lunch (30)
10:49-11:19

Course 5/6 (91 Minutes)
11:24-12:55

Course 5/6 (43 Minutes)
10:49-11:32
B: Mid-Lunch (30)
11:37-12:07
Course 5/6 (43 Minutes)
12:12-12:55

Course 5/6 (91 Minutes)
10:49-12:20

C: Late Lunch (30)
12:25-12:55

Course 7 or 8 w/Staggered Dismissal (95 Minutes)
1:00-2:35
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Schedule for Students Attending NMTCC
North Montco Technical Career Center Classes
NMTCC Full-Time Students – Hybrid Learning Model (Beginning 11/9)
• Students attend in-person Monday through Thursday each week.
• Students take virtual classes on Friday.
NMTCC Part-Time Students – Hybrid Learning Model (Beginning 11/9)
• Grade 10:
Students attend in-person NMTCC classes every Tuesday and Thursday morning.
Students attend virtual NMTCC classes every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.
•

Grades 11 & 12: Students attend in-person NMTCC classes every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon.
Students attend virtual NMTCC classes every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.

Wissahickon High School Classes (Coordinated with NMTCC Schedule)
All of our NMTCC students will be assigned to the Blue Cohort in our WHS hybrid model. It is important to use our monthly
hybrid rotation calendar to understand your schedule each week for NMTCC and WHS participation. Please see a summary of
the details below:

For weeks when the Blue Cohort is in-person at WHS on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and at home on
Tuesday and Thursday:
•

•

•

•

Our HYBRID AM NMTCC Students:
o
o
o

M, W, F – At home virtual AM NMTCC classes
M, W, F – In person PM WHS classes
Transportation will be provided mid-day from home to school (see transportation schedule for times)

o
o
o

T, TH – In person AM NMTCC classes
T, TH – At home PM WHS classes
Transportation will be provided mid-day from NMTCC to home

Our HYBRID PM NMTCC Students:
o
o
o

M, W, F – In person AM WHS classes
M, W, F – At home PM NMTCC classes
Transportation will be provided midday from school to home

o
o
o

T, TH – At home AM WHS classes
T, TH – In person PM NMTCC classes
Transportation will be provided mid-day from home to NMTCC (see transportation schedule for times)

Our VIRTUAL AM NMTCC Students:
o
o
o

M, W, F – At home virtual AM NMTCC classes
M, W, F – At home virtual PM WHS classes
No transportation required

o
o
o

T, TH – In person AM NMTCC classes
T, TH – At home PM WHS classes
Transportation will be provided mid-day from NMTCC to home

Our VIRTUAL PM NMTCC Students:
o
o
o

M, W, F – At home AM WHS classes
M, W, F – At home PM NMTCC classes
No transportation required

o
o
o

T, TH – At home AM WHS classes
T, TH – In person PM NMTCC classes
Transportation will be provided mid-day from home to NMTCC (see transportation schedule for times)

12

•

Our FULL-TIME Students:
o
o
o

M, T, W, TH – In person classes at NMTCC
F – At home NMTCC classes
Transportation will be provided on M, T, W, R (see transportation schedule for times)

For weeks when the Blue Cohort is at home on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and in-person at WHS on
Tuesday and Thursday:
•

•

•

•

•

Our HYBRID AM NMTCC Students:
o
o
o

M, W, F – At home virtual AM NMTCC classes
M, W, F – At home virtual PM WHS classes
No transportation required

o
o
o

T, TH – In person AM NMTCC classes
T, TH – In person PM WHS classes
Transportation will be provided mid-day from NMTCC to WHS

Our HYBRID PM NMTCC Students:
o
o
o

M, W, F – At home AM WHS classes
M, W, F – At home PM NMTCC classes
No transportation required

o
o
o

T, TH – In person AM WHS classes
T, TH – In person PM NMTCC classes
Transportation will be provided mid-day from WHS to NMTCC

Our VIRTUAL AM NMTCC Students:
o
o
o

M, W, F – At home virtual AM NMTCC classes
M, W, F – At home virtual PM WHS classes
No transportation required

o
o
o

T, TH – In person AM NMTCC classes
T, TH – At home virtual PM WHS classes
Transportation will be provided mid-day from NMTCC to home

Our VIRTUAL PM NMTCC Students:
o
o
o

M, W, F – At home AM WHS classes
M, W, F – At home PM NMTCC classes
No transportation required

o
o
o

T, TH – At home AM WHS classes
T, TH – In person PM NMTCC classes
Transportation will be provided mid-day from home to NMTCC (see transportation schedule for details)

Our FULL-TIME Students:
o
o
o

M, T, W, TH – In person classes at NMTCC
F – At home NMTCC classes
Transportation will be provided on M, T, W, R (see transportation schedule for times)
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Part IV: Instructional Planning During a Pandemic
Planning for Remote Teaching & Learning
Planned Instruction is the formal teaching and learning of planned courses. Within this process, teachers plan for the instruction
of new concepts/skills aligned to grade level standards, assess student learning, and adjust instruction based upon student
progress. Planned instruction provided by Special Education teachers may be different given the specific learning needs of an
individual student.

Remote Teaching and Learning Guiding Framework:
Planned Instruction should be designed by applying the following components and guiding questions within the context of a
remote learning environment.

Curricular Goals/
Standards

Assessment

Resources

Instruction

What do students need
to know, understand,
and do?

What evidence will be
used to assess student
learning?

What tools and
resources are available
and accessible?

How will instruction be
delivered and students
be supported?

During the 2020-2021 school year, the clear goal is to move student learning forward and deliver instruction that closely
approximates our usual rigorous and robust educational program. Clearly stated curricular goals and standards, the use of ongoing assessments of student learning, the effective use of instructional tools and resources, and thoughtfully designed
instruction, all contribute to effective teaching and the learning process. Regardless of whether students are learning in the
classroom or at home, whole class discussion, whole class mini-lessons, teacher modeling, small group instruction, collaborative
group work, independent work, formative assessment, and lesson closure are familiar instructional components that are evident
in both learning environments.

A Synchronous Program
Wissahickon’s Remote and Blended Teaching and Learning Programs are synchronous models. In these models, the teachers
and students gather together at the same time and interact in real time. The synchronous model fosters a sense of classroom
community within the virtual and blended learning environments and offers students the opportunity to interact with classmates
and the teacher on a regular basis.
In our synchronous program, the teacher will conduct synchronous lessons with virtual learners daily. During the day’s lesson,
the teacher will be working with the students throughout the class period instructing the whole class, facilitating small groups,
and providing independent work times to support students as necessary. In many ways, the lesson structure will mirror very much
what happens in the brick and mortar classroom. The teacher greets the students, introduces the lesson, orchestrates the
components within the lesson, and closes the lesson. We know that it is the daily interactions among students and teachers that
make a difference in terms of student engagement and motivation. In addition to the important social interaction between students
and their teacher, synchronous lessons also provide much-needed structure and organization so important for our students.
There will be rare occasions where it will not be possible for a remote student to attend a synchronous session, just like there are
times when a student is unable to attend classes in school. In these instances, it will be necessary to provide the student an
opportunity to view class lessons at a later time. For this reason, teachers will be expected to record their lessons and maintain
them for situations as described. This will make it possible for the teacher to provide the student a link to the lesson for viewing
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at a time when there is adult support available or when the student is better able to view the lesson. This is one way that the
school will be able to support students and families with unique circumstances.
Beyond the synchronous daily lessons, teachers may assign home assignments to be completed outside of the class-time for
students to practice and/or extend their learning.
As teachers continue to adapt and develop their lessons for a synchronous teaching and learning environment, grade level partners
and “same course colleagues” are encouraged to share ideas and co-plan. Such collaboration will only serve to strength our
program and engage students in rich, deep learning opportunities.

Assessment of Student Learning, Feedback, and Grading
Assessing student learning, providing student feedback, and evaluating student work/performance will happen in the Remote and
Blended Teaching and Learning Environments just as it does in the classroom.
During the 2020-2021 school year, we will follow our usual schedule of assessments – formative, diagnostic, summative, midterms, and standardized – to the extent that we are able to do so. It is highly recommended that all assessments are timed where
appropriate and administered in the “live” synchronous setting with the cameras on, thereby creating a testing atmosphere much
like that of the classroom. It is suggested that assessments be structured with a greater emphasis on open-ended questions. In the
event that there is some interruption to our planned program delivery due to a potential school closure, any change to the
assessment schedule will be communicated.
In our efforts to advance student learning, feedback is a critical component of the teaching and learning process. It is important
that students receive feedback on their work throughout the learning process. Such feedback can be provided during individual
and small group work in class while other feedback is best provided individually to the student in a one-on-one conference.
In 2020-2021, just as in previous years, students will be evaluated three times a year at the elementary level and four times a year
at the secondary level, all in keeping with our traditional grading system.

Special Education Supports for Students with an IEP, GIEP, and/or a 504 Plan
Special education services will be provided to students in accordance with their IEP (Individualized Education Program), and
these services will be provided to students whether they are learning in the classroom and/or at home.
•
•
•
•

•
•

Students will follow their course schedules.
Students’ related services (Speech, OT, PT, Vision and Hearing) will follow the schedule that was provided in August.
Paraprofessionals will provide support to students as directed by the Special Education educators and student schedules.
Related Services (Speech, OT, PT, Vision and Hearing) will provide services virtually in accordance with the IEP. The
service delivery model will be provided based on students’ related service schedule, which may include Microsoft
Teams.
IEPs will be made available to all staff through Infinite Campus.
Progress monitoring will occur using the methods and frequency outlined in each student’s IEP.

General Education and Special Education teachers provide accommodations, based on the individual student’s plan
(IEP/GIEP/504). General education teachers and special education teachers collaborate to ensure access to the content for
students with disabilities.
During the pandemic and for purposes of health and safety, IEP/GIEP/504 meetings will be held virtually, via Microsoft Teams
or by phone. Case managers will reach out to parents/guardians directly to review this process and to schedule meetings if
necessary.
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In the event of a school closure or when students
are learning in a virtual program environment,
related services will be provided via Microsoft
Teams, and the families of those students will be
contacted regarding those procedures.
Important Note: The time scheduled for the
delivery of special education services and/or
supports is scheduled based upon the requirements
of a student’s Individual Educational Program. In
order that students can benefit from these sessions,
we ask that the parents/guardians reserve their
questions and/or discussions with the educator for
times outside of these schedule sessions.
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Part V: The Instructional Technology Tools
The transition to Remote Teaching and Learning is dependent upon the use of technology tools to provide continuity
of education. The district has identified specific technology tools that can be used to design and deliver Planned
Instruction. Many of these tools are familiar to students and the use of a limited number of tools will enable the
technology team to better support students, teachers, and families.
The tables that follow identify the digital platforms and synchronous learning tools with a description of how teachers and/or
students could utilize the tool to continue teaching and learning in the remote learning environment. Additional instructional
tools have also been identified, which can be incorporated to enhance synchronous lessons and increase student engagement.

Digital Classroom Platforms
SeeSaw

Teachers Can:

Gr K-3:
Teachers and
Students

Create announcements, activities, and assignments that can include: videos (face only),
photos, drawings, slides with text/drawing/audio/video, notes with/without audio,
documents and links to resources.
Record videos (face only) to post in announcements or send to parents/students individually.
Communicate with parents via announcements and private message.
Communicate with individual/groups of students in messages - can include media items.
Assign activities for students to complete & provide feedback through text or audio.
Allow student work to be kept private or seen by all in the class.
Pull activities from an expansive library or create their own.
Create a class blog where the students or the teacher can post any item created in Seesaw.
Share activities with colleagues in a district library.
Students Can:
Complete activities and assignments that include any combination of the following: videos
(face only), photos, notes with/without audio, drawings, slides with text/
drawing/audio/video. This is done via the + tool or through the teacher-assigned activities.
Upload documents for teacher/class viewing at teacher’s discretion.
Post to the class blog at teacher’s discretion.
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Microsoft Teams
for Teaching and
Learning
Gr 4/5:
Teachers and
Students

Teachers Can:
Create announcements, activities, and assignments that can include: text, audio, documents,
video link/upload, recorded video with face and/or screencast.
Create different “channels” to group content and/or students.
Create discussion prompts that can include media items.
Create & grade assignments and assessments.
Post documents and links to resources on the Internet.
Create and utilize a OneNote Class Notebook.
Store files.
Create and utilize a OneNote Class Notebook that allows for an array of educational tools
and the management of content and student work.
Students Can:
Post responses to teacher prompts.
Create discussions/conversations at teacher discretion.
Post documents and turn in assignments.
Access and edit the OneNote Class Notebook.
Communicate privately with teacher via text, audio, video.

Schoology

Teachers Can:

Gr 6-12:
Teachers and
Students

Post announcements to class/students.
Communicate individually or with/to whole class with messaging.
Communicate with parents with messaging.
Create discussion forums.
Create & grade assignments and assessments.
Post documents and links to resources on the web.
Create and use a OneNote Class Notebook.
Record video (face only) and audio.
Post videos, files, documents for student use.
Share access to online textbooks.
Students Can:
Access course materials, links, assignments, discussions, resources, etc.
Post responses to the teacher prompts.
Post documents and turn in assignments.
Access and edit the OneNote Class Notebook.
Communicate privately with teacher.
Take assessments.
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Synchronous Instruction Tools
Microsoft Teams
for Synchronous
Teaching

Teachers Can:

Gr K-12:
Teachers and
Students

Create Teams meetings via "Meet Now" in Teams channels.

Connect with students, fellow teachers, administrators, and parents in a video-conference
format.
Create separate channels for private small group calls and “Breakout rooms”.
View up to 49 participants on a screen at one time.
Share their computer screens and programs with those on the call.
Interact with others on the call via video, audio, text chat, polling and hand-raising.
Mute all on a call.
Determine who has presenter rights (screen sharing, recording, etc) and who doesn't.
Students Can:
Connect with teachers, fellow students, and administrators in a video-conference format.
View up to 49 participants on the screen at one time.
Interact with others on the call via video, audio, text chat, polling, and hand-raising (at the
teacher's discretion).
Participate in calls via "Meet Now" options within Teams channels.

Nearpod Gr K-12

Teachers Can:

Teachers and
Students

Create interactive presentations and videos to be taught synchronously.
Upload and enhance existing materials (PPT, PDF, Word, etc) or customize pre-made,
standards-aligned lessons from the K-12 library.
Present, synchronize, and control live lessons across all student devices.
Integrate lessons with PowerPoint, Microsoft Teams, and Schoology.
Engage students during lessons with collaborative activities and formative assessment like
polls, collaborative boards, game-based quizzes, and a variety of question types and activities.
Add questions/slides on the fly to check in with students and get a pulse of understanding of
concepts and ideas.
Access and download student responses and assessment data.
Students Can:
Interact with the teacher-delivered lesson synchronously with the teacher and other students.
Complete asynchronous lessons, activities, and video responses.
Respond to teacher-directed questions, partake in polls, complete drawings, and complete
other activities real-time to demonstrate their learning.
View their responses and the responses of classmates at teacher discretion.
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Additional Instructional Tools for Learning Activities
Creation Tools

Camera App – Record videos and save to OneDrive or Digital Classroom Hub (Seesaw, Teams,
Schoology) for viewing.
Flipgrid - Create videos and video discussion prompts to engage students with their learning and
share their ideas. Flipgrid can be used as a stand-alone screen casting/video creation and editing app.
Loom / PowerPoint Screen Casting - Create a screencast of teacher screen and add teacher audiogreat for integrating teacher voice to existing PowerPoints, websites, SMART notebook files or any
other application on your computer.
Movie Maker / Windows Video Editor – Create and edit videos including text, images, live video,
narration/audio, music, transitions, etc.
Sway- Microsoft tool for creating easy, simple, beautiful web-based presentations.

Interactive
Activity Tools

Edpuzzle- Create interactive videos from a variety of online sources. Add multiple choice and
open-ended questions, trim video, add audio narration to engage learners in course material.
Gimkit/Quizziz - Free gamified quizzes for every subject that can be played synchronously and
asynchronously. Pick an existing quiz or create your own for review, formative assessment, and
more. Collect and interpret data to inform instruction.
Microsoft Forms- Create polls, surveys, and self-grading quizzes to gather information, assess
learning, and evaluate student progress and achievement.
Padlet- An online post-it note application that allows people to express their thoughts on a
common topic through responding with text, video, audio, and/or attaching document files
Wizer.me - Create and assign interactive self-grading digital worksheets that engage students in
course material with text, video, audio, and a variety of question types (multiple choice, openended, matching, drawing, sorting, audio/text/video entry...)
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Part VI. Information for Families
Attendance & Absences - Students
Student attendance must be carefully monitored especially with the various instructional delivery models currently in place. At
the elementary school level, the classroom teacher will take attendance during homeroom and enter the homeroom attendance
into Infinite Campus. If a student misses the majority of the ELA instructional block and/or the Mathematics instructional block,
the teacher should inform the attendance clerk who will mark the student absent for the AM or PM based upon which part of the
school days these two core instructional blocks take place.
At the middle school and high school levels, attendance is taken during every class period and entered into Infinite Campus.
Infinite Campus will now use the teachers’ attendance entries to automatically calculate a student’s daily attendance rate. [Note:
WHS students do not need to log-on to study halls as attendance will not be taken during study hall periods. Assuming the student
has attended the other classes during the day, the attendance clerk at WHS will mark the student present for study hall.]
In the secondary blended instructional delivery model, some students attend virtually only and others attend both in-person days
and virtually on alternating days. In this model, the teacher will mark a student Absent if the student is scheduled to be in class
in-person and is not in class in-person; similarly, if the student is scheduled to be in class virtually and as not in class virtually,
the teacher will mark the student Absent as well.
Is there a situation in which an in-person student might be attending virtually instead of in-person and can be marked present?
Yes. For this to happen, the parent/guardian (not the student) would need to do the following: 1) call the school’s attendance line,
explain that the student is not feeling well enough to come to school but will be in attendance virtually; and 2) send an absence
e-mail note to the school’s attendance clerk.
•

Attendance Clerk E-Mail Address for WHS Students: whsattendance@wsdweb.org.

•

Attendance Clerk E-Mail Address for WMS Students: wmsattendance@wsdweb.org.

If these steps take place, the attendance clerk will change the student’s absence from Absent to Present. It is not intended that a
student can just decide to stay home and attend virtually; if this becomes a pattern, the school will follow-up with the
parents/guardians.
Tracking attendance and accurately documenting such absences is critical in our efforts to effectively address any situtations of
excessive absenteeism or truancy. Our teachers, counselors, and administrators, will continue to address cases of excessive
absenteeism/truancy and/or non-participation. Occasionally, a home visit might be the right intervention for a student with
excessive absences. Before a home visit is done, however, the teacher/counselor should consult with the principal or assistant
principal for their approval. Such visits should be done by two professionals (a pair that includes two of the following – teacher,
counselor, administrator). An administrator is not a requirement for a Home Visit to take place; it is fine for 2 teachers or a
teacher and counselor to conduct the home visit. Our Home and School Visitor will become involved once teachers, counselors,
and administration have exhausted their efforts.

Attendance & Travel
Families are encouraged to visit the Pennsylvania Department of Health website for more information relative to COVID-19
Information for Travelers: https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Travelers.aspx

Remote Teaching & Learning Etiquette
In order to ensure a safe and orderly remote teaching and learning environment, students are expected to follow classroom norms
for the virtual classroom. Our Wissahickon School District Code of Student Conduct applies in the virtual setting just as it does
in the brick and mortar setting.
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Safety Plan
For all matters related to our school district’s plans regarding our program during the COVID-19 pandemic, our website has a
wide variety of documents available to the community. Please click on the following link, and it will take you to this site:
https://www.wsdweb.org/covid-19/2020-21-instruction-programs. As pandemic-related guidance is forever changing, this is the
best site to visit for the most current information.

School Events
As of this writing, all large school events (e.g. assemblies, concerts, etc.) have been canceled as per current guidelines from the
Governor. Should these guidelines change, one way or another, we will keep you updated as to how such a change might impact
large school events in the future.

Student Well-being Supports
As all of us face the reality of this pandemic, we understand that this can be stressful for our students and their families. As a
school district, we strive to establish a learning environment where all students can continue their academic progress, promote a
strong sense of community for our students, and support students’ social and emotional well-being. Our Wissahickon School
Counselors can be of tremendous value during these times, and parents are encouraged to take advantage of the various resources
available to support students and families.
Please visit the School Counselors’ webpage (https://www.wsdweb.org/departments/student-services/counseling) and click on
your particular school for resources appropriate to your child. Should you have any questions in this realm, you are encouraged
to contact your child’s counselor.

Elementary Counselors
Blue Bell Elementary School
Lower Gwynedd Elementary School
Shady Grove
Shady Grove
Stony Creek

Phyllis Burke
Jessica Moon
Rebecca Twiford
Donna Wolfert
Janice Walsh

pburke@wsdweb.org
jmoon@wseweb.org
rtwiford@wsdweb.org
dwolfert@wsdweb.org
jwalsh@wsdweb.org

Rebecca Agler
Augustus Baldassano
Steve Ebert
Suzanne Romano

ragler@wsdweb.org
gbaldassano@wsdweb.org
sebert@wsdweb.org
sromano@wsdweb.org

Stacy Anderson
Cailin Diebolt
Felicia Glover
Antoinette Perrotta
Marissa Samit
Vincent Yasenchak

sanderson@wsdweb.org
cdiebolt@wsdweb.org
fglover@wsdweb.org
aperrotta@wsdweb.org
msamit@wsdweb.org
vyasenchak@wsdweb.org

Middle School Counselors
Wissahickon Middle School
Wissahickon Middle School
Wissahickon Middle School
Wissahickon Middle School

High School Counselors
Wissahickon High School
Wissahickon High School
Wissahickon High School
Wissahickon High School
Wissahickon High School
Wissahickon High School
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Tech Support for Families
More specifc guidance on how to access technical support as well as tips for our most commonly used tech tools is posted on the
District’s COVID-19 webpage under “Technology Support for Distance Learning”. This page is accessible directly at
https://www.wsdweb.org/covid-19/technology-support and is frequently updated.

Contact Information
In the event that you have questions or concerns relative to your son’s/daughter’s remote teaching and learning experience, you
should first reach out to the teacher and/or counselor. If your question is not answered or concern is not addressed after such
communication, feel free to e-mail the school administrator.

School
Blue Bell Elementary School
Lower Gwynedd Elementary School
Shady Grove Elementary School
Stony Creek Elementary School
Wissahickon Middle School
Wissahickon JHigh School

Principal
Dr. Concetta Lupo
Ms. Susan Kanopka
Dr. Jason Bialka
Ms. Paula Sasin
Ms. Beth Bauer
Dr. Lynne Blair

E-Mail Address
clupo@wsdweb.org
skanopka@wsdweb.org
jbialka@wsdweb.org
psasin@wsdweb.org
ebauer@wsdweb.org
lblair@wsdweb.org
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Appendix A
Video-Conferencing & Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
[Note: The following letter was provided to all parents/guardians prior to the first day of school on 8/31/2020.]
Wissahickon Parents and Guardians,
During this difficult time, the Wissahickon School District is committed to providing continuity of education,
planned instruction, and appropriate, reasonable, flexible and accessible services for all students in our school
district while also ensuring that students stay safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. One method that the
district has offered to do this is virtual/online classes where your child will participate remotely in live or
recorded instruction and/or instructional activities occurring in an in-person class. The district has made
reasonable efforts to ensure that such virtual instruction is confidential and access is limited to students in
the assigned classes. However, most of this instruction will be provided in a group format and when this
occurs students participating in virtual instruction will be able to see other students in the virtual instruction
and may be able to see students attending in person instruction. In addition, the district is unable to control
who else may be in the room in which other students receiving this instruction remotely, including other
family members or others who are living with the other students, who may observe the session and what
other students are in the group.
Therefore, the district expects that all families who enroll their children in virtual classes will review and
implement the following guidelines and expectations to ensure the confidentiality rights of all students are
protected during instruction and that all students are able to participate fully in instruction. By having your
child participate in virtual instruction, you are accepting and agreeing to the conditions outlined in this
letter.
•

Parent shall make every effort to ensure that no one other than the student assigned to participate
in the virtual instruction can see or hear the virtual instruction.

•

If parental or other third-party involvement in a virtual class is necessary to enable a student to
participate, the individual assisting the student shall not re-disclose any personally identifiable
information about any student involved in the virtual activity or who is participating in the inperson session and shall identify themselves to the instructor at the beginning of the session.

•

If the parent’s electronic equipment malfunctions in any way, the planned virtual class will
continue as scheduled. Student may view the recorded class at a later date.

•

The District will be recording most classes and students are advised that they have no reasonable
expectation of privacy during class sessions. Copies of the recordings will be available to all
students to view or review for 7 days after the class at which time they will automatically be
deleted. Parents and students are prohibited from recording classes or copying recordings of
classes without prior written permission. All students, including students who attend the class in
person or virtually, will have the ability to review recordings of the classes and each teacher will
notify their class how long such recordings will be available and how to access the same.
Students are advised that they have no reasonable expectation of privacy to events that occur
during class.
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•

As the parent/guardian of your child, you waive any privacy rights provided for under FERPA
that would prevent the disclosure of information to third parties without consent limited to any
inadvertent disclosure that may occur by virtue of others individuals being present with students
in group sessions while the students are receiving instruction. As noted above, while the district
has requested that all parents limit who will be able to see or hear the virtual sessions, the district
cannot guarantee that all families will comply with this request and some students may need a
family member to assist them in accessing the class.

•

Parent shall have an obligation to ensure that students enrolled in virtual instruction attend
scheduled virtual instruction and activities consistent with the district’s attendance policy and
students who fail to do so will be subject to truancy. Students will be obligated to attend virtual
instruction in the same way they would be required to attending if attending in person classes.

•

Students who attend virtual instruction shall be responsible to complete all assignments and
assessments assigned by the teacher just as if they attended the class in person.

•

Students who attend virtual instruction shall be required to comply with the student code of
conduct and student handbook at all times that they are attending virtual instruction or
participating in virtual instructional activities and assessments and may be disciplined for the
failure to do so.

•

Students will be provided with a device to participate in remote instruction, which is expected to
be used for participating in remote instruction and completing school work. Parents and Student
are advised that they have no reasonable expectation of privacy for programs used on or
information/material stored on the device. All material on the device is subject to review by
school staff, include through remote means. If there is a police request, the District may provide
access to the device and network accounts associated with the Student’s use of the device. In
addition, the District reserves the right to access the device remotely to update any programs
and/or provide IT support for the device and will make reasonable efforts to notify the Student
or Parents prior to this occurring. Students shall be required to comply with District Policy 256
related to Acceptable Use of District Information and Telecommunications Resources by
Students in the use of said device and may be disciplined for failure to do so to the same extent
as if said Policy were violated in the school setting.

•

Student and Parents are advised that the device remains the property of the District and Student
is expected to use due care in the use and handling of the device. Should the device not be
returned at the close of the school year or be damaged due to failure to use reasonable care, the
District reserves the right to demand that Parents or Student pay for the cost of replacing the
device.

By accepting and using the district-issued device, you agree to the terms as included in this communication.
If you should have any questions or concerns regarding this notice, please email your principal at your
convenience.
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