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 Nearly 850 Vaccinated at WHS

Happy Holidays to Wiss Nation! 
The staff at Wissahickon Central Office wish all of our staff, students and families a relaxing, happy and healthy holiday!

A huge thank you to the WSD Nursing staff, volunteers, and Eric’s RX Shoppe who organized two successful COVID 
vaccination clinics for individuals ages 5 to 11.  Nearly 850 people were vaccinated at the clinics held at WHS on November 
9th and 30th.  Thanks also to the Nursing staff who continue to manage the district’s COVID contact tracing and new Test 
to Stay Program. Their hard work and dedication is GREATLY appreciated!   



Congrats to Shady Grove 4th Grader Nadia 
Cropley who recently published Kids and 
Money: The 5 Stacks Method, available on 
Amazon. Over the summer, Nadia started 
cleaning cars in her neighborhood as a way to 
earn money and be productive. As she grew the 
business, she began to wonder about how to use 
her earnings wisely. That’s how the idea for The 
5 Stacks was born. She also wanted to share with 
other children the lessons learned and tips she 
discovered from the experience of starting her 
own business. Nadia plans to donate copies of 
her book to her school library, classroom library, 
and the public libraries in Ambler and Blue Bell. 

WSD welcomes new school board members, Deanne Morris 
(pictured on left) and Rosetta Chiavacci (right). Mrs. Morris and 
Mrs. Chiavacci were sworn in during the Board reorganization meeting 
on December 6th. Congratulations also to Amy Ginsburg who was 
appointed Board President and Joe Antonio as Vice President during 
the reorganization. Visit our School Board Directors page to see the full 
school board.

Visit our Belonging Webpages

Watch Our Introductory Video to 
Learn More About our Equity and 
Inclusion Efforts

Check out our NEW Webpages – Belonging: Equity and Inclusion

Dr. Mwenyewe Dawan, Assistant Superintendent (left), and Keziah La Torre, Director of Equity and Cultural Responsiveness 
(right), were joined by LGE students, Lailah Adams and Rishi Mayekar, by our new Central Office Belonging picture. New 
pictures of our students and staff were recently hung in the hallways and board room to celebrate learning in action!  

WSD Welcomes New Board Members

We’re excited to share the District’s new Belonging webpages dedicated to our equity and inclusion efforts. The community 
is invited to watch our introductory video and visit these pages to learn more about our policies, instructional practices, 
staff and student programs, activities, and services and culturally-responsive resources for families. Additionally, we created 
a new page with an overview of our academic program offerings, requirements, and supports to help students and families 
navigate their options, thereby improving access and outcomes. 

Thank you for all that you do. We look 
forward to our continued partnership and 
invite you to share feedback, suggestions, 
and/or concerns using our DEI Suggestion 
Form.

https://www.wsdweb.org/school-board/board-of-directors
https://www.wsdweb.org/school-board/board-of-directors
https://www.wsdweb.org/about-wsd/belonging
https://youtu.be/GKYgQITW-Zs
https://youtu.be/GKYgQITW-Zs
https://youtu.be/GKYgQITW-Zs


Stony Creek also celebrated the installation of new 
playground equipment. The inclusive playground, supported 
by the SCE Home and School Association, was designed 
to take away any physical and social barriers to allow all 
students to play together regardless of their abilities. It 
includes accessible safety surfacing, a swing seat, outdoor 
musical instruments, a merry-go-round and more. Mrs. 
Smerecki’s 3rd grade class got to use the playground first after 
they won a contest to get the most SCE families signed up for 
the HSA’s Membership Toolkit website.

The Stony Creek community celebrated the Grand 
Opening of their new addition, featuring 26,000 square 
feet of new construction including a multipurpose 
room (cafeteria/gymnasium/auditorium with stage), 
six classrooms and a music room, expanded parking 
areas and driveway improvements for car line traffic 
and central plant improvements. Hootie the Owl cut 
the ceremonial ribbon before students and families 
excitedly explored the new space. The addition was 
phase one of the SCE expansion project.   

Grand Opening of the New Addition at Stony Creek

Check out the first phase of our school expansion project!
 h 26,000 square feet of new construction
 h Multipurpose room (cafeteria/gymnasium/auditorium with stage)
 h Six classrooms and a music room
 h Expanded parking areas for special events
 h Lengthened access drive to improve car line traffic
 h New central plant

 

THANK YOU!
WSD School Board
Breslin Architects
D’Huy Engineering
Whitpain Township 



Learning SPOTLIGHTS 

Did you watch our great Classroom Spotlights for a sneak peek 
into the great learning activities happening in our classrooms? 
• Miss Patterson’s 2nd Graders Learn about Landforms
• WHS PE Pals
• WHS Adventure Education
• Mrs. Weninger’s 7th Graders Study Cell Structures
• Wissahickon Early Learning Lab

WATCH CLASSROOM SPOTLIGHTS

Mrs. Staffaroni’s kindergarten class, along with 
many other Stony Creek classes, got to listen and chat 
with author Grace Lin. She answered many questions 
and we learned so much!

Ms. Godown’s 7th grade LA class had a virtual 
author visit with Margo Sorenson, as they finished 
their narrative essays.  Each student asked the author a 
question about the writing process and having a career 
as an author one day. 

On Veterans Day, the Camerata helped honor 
our WHS veterans - Mr. Hood, Mr. Joyce, 
Dr. Williamson, Mr. Heppe, Sgt. Rogge, and 
Mr. Siegel - on Veterans Day with a concert of 
patriotic songs at the WHS Veterans Memorial.  

As part of a lesson about buoyancy, WHS students in 
Adventure Education made these amazing Survivor Boats out 
of upcycled plastic bottles. They tested them in the WHS pool 
and they all worked, so there's no stranding these students on a 
deserted island! The 2021 Survivor Boat 1st Place winners were:

 
Kaycie Peppelman, 
Jessica Palish, Ava 
Ricchey, Aaron 
Rouse, Cinai 
Lazarus and Sadie 
Paxson 

See All the Boats 
in this Video Clip

https://www.wsdweb.org/departments/curriculuminstruction/classroom-spotlights
https://fb.watch/a0Gt_oeNqc/
https://fb.watch/a0Gt_oeNqc/


Mrs. Madden’s 4th graders at Shady Grove participated in a two-part Microsoft Make Your Own Video Game lesson.  
Students learned how to build their own Video Games with Makecode Arcade and joined a livestream coding course with 
other classes from California, Libya, Tunisia, Canada, and India. Great way to kick off Computer Science Week!

As part of their studies about 
Native American history, Ms. 
Savalia’s 3rd grade class at 
Blue Bell Elementary wrote 
and designed their own digital 
books using a great learning 
tool, Book Creator. 



Kudos to 6th Grade Hawks student, Sonia Highley, who wrote and directed a play entitled 
“Dear Clover You’re Mine” that her class performed. Along with a group of her classmates, Sonia 
held auditions, then held rehearsals and prepared scripts during academic periods and at home. 
The students presented the play during a language arts class. “It was excellent to watch the class 
come together and support one another during the performance. The audience, the actors and the 
directors thoroughly enjoyed themselves,” Mrs. Stoneback said.

Mrs. Dietsch’s Academic Biology students made amazing cell cakes to demonstrate their knowledge of cell structures 
while the AP students did awesome performances for cell communication.

Kudos to Eliana Gigliotti, 
BBE 4th Grade, who was 
selected as the first District 
Artist of the Month this 
November. Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Dawan, 
Art Teacher Ms. Pawlowski 

and Principal Farlow congratulated Eliana, whose 
artwork will be hung in a special display case in the 
school. Eliana said she loves art class and likes to draw 
food and animals the most. 

Congratulations to Nadia Cropley, SGE 4th grader in Mrs. 
Morrissey’s class, who is our District Artist of the Month for 
December. Nadia and her classmates were inspired by Ian 
Davenport, an artist who is known for his colorful “dripping” and 
“puddling” paintings. Using POSCA pens that her art teacher, Dr. 
Tinneny has written a grant to acquire, Nadia created this stunning 
apple with a straw that has beautiful rainbow drips. SGE Principal, 
Dr. Bialka, Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Dawan, and Dr. Tinneny 
congratulated Nadia for her excellent work!

Congratulations to our District Artists of the Month



The WMS Interact Club 
sponsored Pajama Day 
to support The Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia. 
They raised over $1,200 with 
donations still coming in! 
Thanks to all the students, 
families & staff that spent 
the day in comfy clothes to 
support a GREAT cause. 

The Girls Lacrosse team organized a Pajama Elf 
Fundraiser for children in need and created gift packages 
with new PJs and slippers.  

Wiss Nation Season of Giving

The Rising Stars Reading Olympics Team will 
be getting a big surprise this holiday - individually 
wrapped picture books! Wissahickon Middle School 
librarian, Janice Conger received a grant from the 
Pennsylvania State Library via the U.S. Institute of 
Museum and Library Services. The grant provided 
11 new picture books sent directly to the school 
with the understanding that the books would be 
distributed in the community. The books were 
stamped with a special stamp provided by the 
granting authority and handed over to Mrs. Tamson 
Zucker for her to distribute to the members of her 
Rising Stars Reading Olympics Team. 

Rising Stars is an after school program where 
approximately 40 K-5 students from Shady Grove 
and Lower Gwynedd are bused to the Ambler 
Borough Building, Mondays through Thursdays 
from 3 to 5:30 PM. The program is run by Patti 
Fabiani and is completely free to the children. 
Donations for the program are welcome through 
Mattie Dixon.

Hugs and smiles! Mrs. Cappa’s class made posters for 
Staff Sergeant Kimo Laemoa, the stepfather of Matthew, 
1st grader at BBE. Sgt. Laemoa hadn’t been home in 
two years since he was stationed at Camp Carroll South 
Korea. Matthew thought they were just going to send a 
picture and posters by mail, but his stepdad showed up 
in person – a great surprise planned by Matthew’s mom 
and Mrs. Cappa! 



In November, WHS students helped Mrs. Reed, WMS, and Mr. 
Witchey,  Home & School Visitor, deliver turkey dinners throughout 
the Wissahickon community. This is an annual event in which the turkey 
baskets are provided by the Bethlehem Baptist Church.

SADD, WEA, and all of our WHS homerooms worked together 
to collect donations for Toys for Tots.  Together, they raised $846 in 
donations.  Students from our A01 Life Skills program traveled to 
Kohls in Center Square to purchase toys for less fortunate youngsters.  
Thank you to everyone involved in supporting this great effort. We 
are so proud of everyone who helped share the spirit of the holiday 
season!

Shout out to Max, Lower Gwynedd Kindergarten 
student, for being a great citizen! On his walk 
to school one day, Max noticed litter along his 
route and told his mom that he wanted to pick up 
trash to keep LGE looking good.  Now, each day 
he comes to school with a bag of trash to throw 
out. Last week Principal Kanopka awarded him a 
certificate of awesomeness for being AWESOME!



Did you know November 
13th was World Kindness 
Day? Fourth grade LGE 
student, Reese, wanted other 
students to know, so he asked 
if he could put up Kindness 
Cards all over the school 
for students to take and pay 
it forward. Reese made 50 
Kindness Cards and has even 
started his own Kindness 
Foundation. Way to go!

Blue Bell Elementary wrapped up its “Reading Is My 
Superpower” Book Fair and saw the power of the BBE 
community’s generosity. During the All For Books 
coin challenge, students brought in bags of coins, with 
the winning grade being the one that had the heaviest 
weight in coins. Overall, BBE students collected 488 
lbs of coins! Second grade won with 155 lbs of coins.  
With those coins (about $4000), books were added to 
classroom libraries, the BBE school library, and the 
Rising Stars Homework Club’s library.  BBE students 
and families showed that a little change can make a 
BIG difference!

Shady Grove students donated an impressive amount of gifts to 
Toys for Tots to make the holidays special for children in need! 

WHS students and staff paid it forward to our neighbors in 
the School District of Lower Merion after the passing of High 
School Principal Sean Hughes. Together, WHS made 1,000 
origami paper cranes in Lower Merion’s school colors and 
ours, which were strung together as a gift from us to them. 
The symbolism behind the cranes is you can make a wish if 
you have a thousand cranes. Our wish for them is peace and 
the symbolism of the colors is that WHS is surrounding the 
LM community with love and strength. Dr. Lynne Blair is 
delivering the gift to Lower Merion on December 23rd on 
behalf of the WHS community.  

Shout out to the students 
of the WHS Activities of 
Daily Living class who used 
all of their functional skills 
including developing craft ideas, 
researching, budgeting, problem 
solving, measuring, and social 
skills to create bracelets using the 
WHS theme this year:  “Choose 
Happiness”.  This message 
encompasses the idea that we have 
the choice to wake up every day 
and actively choose to be happy, 
even in the face of adversity. The 
theme was developed by Kellan 
Ford, the 5 year old son of a 
current HS science teacher, Mike 
Ford. Kellan battled a disease 
every day, but still chose happiness 
even through his challenges. In 
memory of Kellan and to support 
his message, the students will 
be selling the bracelets to staff 
and students during lunches in 
order to spread Kellan’s positive 
message. Part of the proceeds will 
go to support Kellan’s foundation. 


