
December 2020

Throughout November, our students 
demonstrated their generous spirt and 
expressed their gratitude for their teachers, 
families, our community, and for each 
other, in many different ways. Beginning 
with Veterans Day celebrations, students 
thanked our veterans for their service to 
our country. 

Shady Grove Elementary created a great 
video which had clips from their in-person 
parade, artwork from virtual and in-person 
students, remarks from Principal Bialka, 
Dr. Crisfield, veteran and SGE custodian, 
David Siegel and Mrs. Tschepikiewski. 
The ceremony was dedicated in memory 
of her father, a veteran who had attended 
all of SGE’s previous Veterans Day events 
(picture on top right).
WATCH CEREMONY

Lower Gwynedd also had a special 
celebration with remarks, music and a 
trip to the WHS Veterans Memorial (just 
a short walk from LGE). The students laid 
a wreath at the memorial in honor of our 
veterans. Students learning virtually got to 
watch the ceremony the next day since it 
was filmed for them!  

The Thanksgiving holiday and American Education Week provided the occasion for 
some other fun videos that we think you’ll enjoy.   

In our awesome annual tradition of sharing a Thanksgiving video message from our 
students, they tell us how their teachers are helping them to learn, stay connected 
and continue to make school fun regardless of whether they are in-person or virtual. 
WATCH OUR THANKSGIVING 2020 VIDEO

During American Education Week - November 16-20, our students also gave some 
super shout-outs and big virtual hugs to our teachers. So cute! You have to watch! 
WISS NATION VIDEO HUGS: WATCH NOW 

Wiss Students Give Thanks to our Staff and Community 

https://youtu.be/M4mfSxo0dg8
https://youtu.be/HoBoc-7Kea4
https://app.vidhug.com/r1dh14ecD/hug


LGE Provides 100 
Thanksgiving Meals to  

Mattie Dixon  

The Lower Gwynedd Elementary community donated 
turkeys and fixings for 100 Thanksgiving meal boxes 
to deliver to Mattie Dixon Community Cupboard.  
We are so impressed with the generosity of our LGE 
family and extend a big shout-out to Cathy Tarasewicz 
DiValentino, John Divalentino, Vicky McKelvey and 
Suzanne Livingston Shaffer for organizing the effort!

WSD Family Creates Charity in Son’s Memory 
“The world was a better place with Steve in it, so for Steve, 
we will Do Better.”

In August of 2019, Alumnus Steve Cammarota 
passed away due to an autoimmune disease 
called Common Variable Immune Disorder 
(CVID), but his memory and legacy of helping 
others lives on thanks to his parents and sister, 
Sarah. Working with teachers, social workers 
and community leaders, the Cammarotas 
formed Do Better 4 Steve - a nonprofit 
organization that raises money to support 
requests for:

• Learning devices for disabled students
• Summer camp attendance
• Music lessons or instruments
• Child care services
• Learning services
• Tutoring, including college preparatory services
• YMCA program attendance

If you would like to donate, volunteer to work with Do Better for Steve, 
or know someone that needs help, visit https://dobetter4steve.org.

Speaking of generosity, children's author Todd Parr 
made a surprise visit with Ms. Klein's second grade 
virtual class at Blue Bell Elementary after she posted 
on his Instagram how much her students like his  
books. He also gave a special shout-out to everyone in 
#WissNation!

WATCH MR. PARR’S SURPRISE VISIT 

Children’s Author Donates his 
Time for a Surprise Visit

Who’s that New 
Student at LGE?

Lower Gwynedd Elementary welcomed 
a new student last week - their mascot, 
the LGE Leopard! Thanks to the Home 
and School Association, the Leopard 
now has a costume. Principal Mr. 
Feeley plans for the students to help 
choose a name for the Leopard. Stay 
tuned to find out!    

https://dobetter4steve.org
https://youtu.be/-HjlIApLYk8


WISS PRIDE
Teaching Artificial Intelligence:  WMS Teacher 

Contributes to New Publication

Congratulations to Julianne Lowenstein, WMS French/Gifted Teacher for her 
work on an ISTE publication for Elective Teachers on Artificial Intelligence. 
ISTE (International Society of Technology Education) reached out to Ms. 
Lowenstein while she was taking the ISTE-GM partnership class on Artificial 
Intelligence Exploration earlier this year. VIEW PUBLICATION

This publication is one of four, free hands-on AI classroom guides to provide 
elementary, secondary, elective and computer science teachers with innovative 
curricular resources about AI across various grade levels and subject areas. 

With these hands-on projects, students work directly with innovative AI 
technologies, participate in “unplugged” activities and create various products 
– from designing chatbots to presentations to video games – to demonstrate 
their learning. These free guides can be downloaded at https://www.iste.org/
learn/AI-in-education.

The WMS Student Council organized a great “Gratitude Spirit 
Week” to tell our staff how much they appreciate them.  Here’s 
just a few of the kind comments students shared:

“I am thankful for MR. LENNY because he is the kindest person 
I’ve ever had the pleasure of knowing. He is selfless, generous, 
kind-hearted, and does everything he can to help those in 
need. He puts a smile on my face every single time I see him. 
WMS (and the entire Wissahickon community) is a better place 
because of him!”

“MR. CAPPA helped me so much last year. He helped me out 
through stressful times by just listening to my voice and what 
I’ve gone through. He would respect my beliefs. He helped me 
through panic attacks. He is a very empathic adult. And he cares 
a lot about your opinions. He shows you how much he cares 
just by the conversations you have with him. So thank you Mr. 
Cappa for everthing you did for me.”

In lieu of player and coach gifts this year, the boys soccer team 
wanted to make a donation of personal protective equipment to the 
high school to show their gratitude to their teachers. 

Mission accomplished! With funds collected from the team, 
Captains Jack Schmidt, Jake Slackman and Christian Vorchheimer 
purchased and presented cases of hand sanitizer to Coach Malcolm 
to help keep the school community safe. 

Boys Soccer Team Gives Back 

WMS Student Council Celebrates Gratitude Spirit Week

“I am thankful for MS. DUKE because she is a great 
teacher and has made the transition into middle school 
easier than I thought it would be, especially during 
COVID. She is also very funny and creates cool games 
for us to play in math.”

“I am thankful for MRS. GROSCH because she is very 
kind and caring. She is one of the best teachers I know. 
She always helps me when I need help and she teaches 
very well and descriptive too. I admire the principle 
too because I know that she must have worked hard to 
get everyone ready in virtual. But now, some people are 
going hybrid so it must have been a lot of work.”

“I am thankful for MR. MCSWEENEY because he is 
such an interesting person that class is always fun and 
educational. You never know what is going to happen 
when you’re in his classroom, but it is always super cool 
and fun.”

https://cdn.iste.org/www-root/Libraries/Documents%20%26%20Files/Artificial%20Intelligence/AIGDEL_0820-red.pdf?_ga=2.47619623.109855834.1605553255-160266343.1602167854
https://www.iste.org/learn/AI-in-education
https://www.iste.org/learn/AI-in-education


WATER POLO: The Wissahickon Girls Water Polo finished another successful season as the 
SOL Runners Up and advanced to the State Final Four for the second consecutive year. The 
girls finished with an overall record of 9-4. Becca Valentine and Paige Benning were named 
First Team All-League while Maggie Krieger and Maddie Johnson were named Second Team 
All-League. 

 The Wissahickon Boys Water Polo Team had a wonderful season. The captains, Guy Cimini, 
Daniel Tumolo and Danny Crump and seniors Mathew Krieger, Sid Rajesh, Owen Latchford 
and Jack Dupee helped lead us to a winning season. Our varsity team had 138 steals with Danny 
Crump and Nate Valentine leading the way; we pulled 48 kick outs draw lead by Guy Cimini; 
scored 120 goals lead by Guy Cimini, Dany Crump and Nate Valentine; and had over 97 saves 
made by Dan Tumolo. This season was a great step for our future teams. Season Record: 6 - 5 

SOCCER: Girls Soccer finished the season with a 5-4-2 record.  Senior captains Caroline Hassall, Lindsey Schmidt and 
Peyton Weber were leaders on and off the pitch.  They led a diverse group of ninth 
to twelfth graders by setting a strong example in training and on game day.  Other 
notable contributions came from Margo Kasenchar on defense, Anna May in the 
midfield, and Kylie Friedman at forward, who led the team with an impressive ten 
goals in ten matches.  The team has lots of young talent, so the future should be 
bright, and we’ll always be thankful for the seniors that helped improve this team 
and its culture along the way.  Perhaps the most important aspect of this protracted 
season was the way the team came together to support Coach Ford and his family 
after his son Kellan was diagnosed with cancer.  The team helped put together 
fundraisers and gift baskets to show Coach Ford and his family they were always on 
our mind.   

The Boys Soccer teams are very grateful to Mr. Cairnes for his support before, during and after the season. The players 
quickly adjusted to the regular screenings and protocols put in place to make sure that we were able to safely finish the 
season. We reflected at the end of the year that although we did not make the convoluted playoff format this year, at least 
we were able to have a season! We were able to play 12 regular season games with a record of 4-6-2. We won one of those 
games 5-0 and tied two, with the other 9 games separated by a single goal, so the players were very competitive throughout 
the year. JV finished the season 4-3-5 and was also very competitive. The success story was the 9th grade team that had an 
undefeated season with Coach Hill as the new head coach. Our final scrimmage game of the year was arranged with CB 
West to provide one, last game since we were both out of the playoffs. We played the first third of the game with starters, the 
second third of the game with underclassmen only, and devoted the final third to all the seniors from both squads. It was a 
great way to finish the year. (Picture below was taken after the game).

TROJAN TRIUMPHS
Athletic Highlights from Jim Cairnes,  WHS Athletic Director



CROSS COUNTRY: The Boys Cross Country team finished the COVID-19 Cross Country season with a 5-1 record 
in dual meet competition. Their only loss was a one point loss to Upper Dublin. The team finished 3rd in the Suburban 
Liberty Division Championships in which Zac Dallal, Jake Licata, Doug Hoyer, and Matt Winkowski qualified for the 
District 1 Championships. Zac Dallal finished 24th in the District Championships, earning a district medal.

 
FOOTBALL: The WHS football team made great 
strides during the 2020 season.  The football team 
qualified for District 1 5a playoffs for the first time 
since 2012.  The coaching staff salutes the senior class 
for their leadership during this strange 2020 season, 
showing the underclassmen what it takes to turn the 
program around.
 

GIRLS TENNIS: The season finished with our girls falling in the 
District 1 Team Championship Final to Springford in a hard-fought 
battle. Springford High School went on to win the PIAA State Team 
Championship AAA Title. Our Wissahickon Trojans, and most notably 
seniors Hannah Wang, Nicole Zappin and Lily Solomon finished stellar 
high school careers with only 1 loss to Springford's State Championship 
team.  Congratulations to the varsity squad and special recognition to 
these outstanding seniors!   

 
GOLF: The Varsity Golf team went undefeated and won the Suburban One Liberty League.  
Our team qualified for districts with Andrew Beiter, Christian Matt, Bella May, and Jackson 
Tappen advancing.  We came up short in districts as a team, but were able to send Jackson 
Tappen and Christian Matt to states. The two golfers played well at states, but unfortunately 
did not place. 

 


