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Ms. Campoli at BBE tried a new engagement 
trick for her first graders. Every time a new 
student participated, she put a sticker on her 
face. The result: a lot of raised hands, a lot of 
laughing and a lot of learning! 

Mrs. Swanger’s in-person 4th graders 
at Shady Grove recorded themselves 
doing a cooperative read aloud for 
Ms. Percevault’s (Basile) virtual 
kindergarten class & played a game 
of “This or That” to discover their 
common interests. Then, the 4th 
graders individually called their new 
buddy to practice their interviewing 
and conversational skills. GREAT fun 
while learning.

Kudos to Stony Creek staff and students 
who came up with a great event to bring 
ALL classes together. This December, 
students participated in a TEAMS 
tournament. Each class was paired 
with another class for a friendly, but 
competitive guessing game.

K-2 classes chose an animal that the 
other class had to guess by asking yes/
no questions. Grades 3-5 had to guess a 
state chosen by the other class by asking 
geographical questions. The winning 
classes got to advance to the next round 
until a victor emerged. Congrats to the 
K-2 Winning Class: Ms. Weise and the 3-5 
Winner: Mrs. Sadowski.

Lower Gwynedd students in Mrs. Young’s class had so much fun creating their own 
winter holiday masks - the 2020 version of the ugly sweater!

SPOTLIGHTS: Fun and Creative Learning

Stony Creek Student Council hosted 
an “EMOJI DAY!” in December. 
All students celebrated the day and 
incorporated the history of emojis 
with Mystery Science.



College Signing Day: Wissahickon recognizes our student-athletes as they make the commitment to continue 
their academic and athletic careers in college.  We are very proud of their accomplishments and wish them luck both in the 
classroom and in the competitive arena!  In a virtual athletic signing day video, we get to hear about their college selection 
from the students themselves, athletic highlights from their coaches and congratulatory remarks from the students’ families. 
 WATCH THE VIRTUAL SIGNING DAY

 TROJAN TRIUMPHS
Athletic Update from Jim Cairnes,  Athletic Director

https://www.suburbanonesports.com/videos/wissahickon-college-signing-day-december-2020-0092342


Another Great Season for 
Field Hockey 

The Wissahickon Field Hockey finished another successful 
season as SOL Runners Up and PIAA District 1 8th seed.  Led 
by captains, Alena Doll, Kendal Williams and Alli Wood, the 
team’s overall record was 12-5.  Senior Aiden Drabick and 
Junior Alli Wood were named First Team All-League, First 
Team All-Area, First Team All-State.  Senior Alena Doll and 
Junior Brynne Miller were named First Team All-League and 
HM All Area.  Brynne was also named HM All-State. Juniors 
Kate Lovensheimer and Julia Schools were named Second 
Team All-League and Sophomore Ella Hummel was named 
HM All League.  The hockey team is immensely grateful for the 
support and work in providing a safe space to play.  Although 
it was a “different” season, it showcased the team’s grit and 
determination in the face of adversity.  With this attitude and 
abundant talent, next year promises to be another great year!

ALL LEAGUE RECOGNITION





Before winter break, WMS Student Council hosted 
a Nailed It baking challenge. Although there were 
many creative entries, there were three in particular 
that stood out. The panel of judges (Student Council 
President, Katherine Kooman; Secretary, Vanessa 
Ksiazek; and Treasurer, Aidan McGillian) found three 
decorators who showed precision, skill, and artistic 
ability through their desserts: 
Anu John – 8th Grade Pioneers: Snowman Cookies 
Melissa Finnegan – 6th Grade Cavaliers: Present Cake
Shelley Anne Burke – 6th Grade: Gingerbread Cake

BAKING JUDGES WMS Artists Win 3rd Place in Car 
Cover Decorating Contest

Congratulations to our talented WMS student artists and Art Teacher 
Ami Kardos on winning 3rd place and $250 for their entry in the 
“Winter Holidays” car decorating contest run by Empire Car Covers. 
The student’s art theme - ‘Nightmare before Christmas’ -  featured 
Krampus on the front hood, who in Central European folklore, is a 
horned, anthropomorphic figure described as “half-goat, half-demon.” 
During the Christmas season, Krampus punishes children who have 
misbehaved. The sides of the car depict everything from Snoopy 
and other beloved cartoon characters, winter wonderland imagery, 
Hanukkah menorah with latkes and dreidel, elves and the end to 2020 
with a New Year’s Eve countdown and fireworks.  The tailgate depicts 
Santa’s Slay Belles balancing out the theme of naughty and nice.

Students pictured: James Castor, Delaney Hall, Gabe Dietrich, Maria 
Rivera, Josh Rao, Maddy Marcy, Viivi Ronalter, Lucas Weinstock, Ella 
Stevenson and Sophia Campolongo. Thanks to everyone who voted!

WMS Nailed It! 

Congrats to Senior 
Sasha Jason who was 
recognized as the 
Rotary Club of Ambler’s 
Student of the Month for 
December.  Students are 
chosen based on their 
commitment to service 

above self, one of the guiding principles of 
the Rotary. WSD also thanks the Blue Bell 
Rotary for a $500 grant to support internet 
access for students in need.   

Rotary Student of the Month 



Blue Bell’s 5th grade class sponsored a Caring Drive 
to support three local senior centers: Manor Care, 
Meadowood Senior Living, and Montco Senior Adult 
Activities Center – Ambler.  BBE families donated 
new puzzles, games, crossword/word search books, 
fuzzy socks, colored pencils and adult coloring books 
AND a handwritten holiday card from 5th graders 
in an effort to spread cheer and brighten the spirits 
of our local seniors. What a wonderful cross-genera-
tional service project! 

Shady Grove had an amazing response to their gifting program 
this year. Over 70 families from the SGE community bought gifts 
for our students (the biggest response ever); the Ambler Church 
of the Brethren supplied grocery store gift cards for families; the 
Gift of Reading program supplied gift cards to Barnes and Noble; 
and the Ambler Police sponsored five families. In total, SGE 
gave gifts to 44 families/82 students. Thank you to everyone for 
showing how much #WissCares.

Congratulations to 
the five Wissahickon 
musicians listed on 
the left on earning 
a chair in the 2021 
PMEA District 11 
Orchestra. They 
worked very hard 
for this and the 
competition was 
fierce.

Congrats to Sklyer 
and Owen on their 
induction to the 
NMTCC Honor 
Society. Skyler is 
in Automotive 
Technology and Owen 
is in Diesel Truck 
Technology. 
Way to go! 

Wow! Alex Yum was selected as a 
Coca Cola Scholarship Semifinalist. He 
is one of 1,600 students (out of 99,000+ 
applicants) selected. There will be 150 
finalists selected in February. Good luck, 
Alex!   

Kudos to  Jennifer Schmidt, 
Director  of  Teaching and 
Learning on her successful doctoral 
defense at Drexel University. The 
focus of her qualitative research was 
instructional coaching and how it 
supports a culture of professional 
learning, how it impacts teaching 
practices, and how characteristics of 
the instructional coach role influence 
their work as change agents within a 
K-12 learning community.

WMS enjoyed two comfortable days 
of wearing PJs while supporting a 
good cause. Through the generous 
donations of the fabulous students 
and staff, WMS raised $710 to 
benefit the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia.    

Congratulations are in Order!

The Generous Spirit of Wissahickon

Do you Have a Silver Lining?

If you have an accomplishment, neat classroom 
activity, fun pictures or other good news to share, email 

communications@wsdweb.org. 


