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Wiss Nation: It’s time to Celebrate our Amazing Teachers! 
 
During Teacher Appreciation Week, May 3-7, we honor and recognize their invaluable contributions to our school community. 
This year, more than ever, we owe them our thanks for their unwavering dedication and commitment to our students and 
families. They navigated a completely restructured teaching and learning environment during an extremely challenging year 
to provide a successful school experience for each and every student.  Because our students always say it best, we asked the 
members of the WHS Poetry Club to help express our gratitude for this incredible feat and to share, as students, the impact that 
their teachers have had in their lives. 

Join us in celebrating by listening to these original 
poems read by Seniors Jake Kelly and Jennifer Winter 
TEACHER APPRECIATION POEMS

Each day through Friday, we will share the other student 
poems below. You can view them on our YouTube Channel.

Taylor Piergrossi, 11th Grade 
Emma Kershner, 11th Grade 
Malka Goldberg, 10th Grade
Amber Farmer, 12th Grade, read by Kelsey Miller, 12th Grade

U.S. News and World Report 2020 ranked Wissahickon High School 
2nd BEST HIGH SCHOOL in Montgomery County and 7th best 
in the state (compared to public high schools with magnet schools 
removed). 

The methodology used for this year's ranking focused on six factors: 
college readiness, reading and math proficiency, reading and math 
performance, underserved student performance, college curriculum 
breadth and graduation rates.

The overall score for WHS was 97.11. Test scores on the Keystone 
Exams were ranked “Well Above Expectations” with a percentile 
score of 97.6 (student mastery of math and reading assessment based 
on the proportion of students who achieved proficiency level). WHS 
ranked #17 in the state on the College Readiness Index based on the 
proportions of 12th graders who took and passed at least one AP® 
exam. READ MORE DETAILS 2nd in Montgomery County

Wissahickon Pride 
WHS Ranked Among Best in PA & County

https://youtu.be/fKA8qU7fdOo
https://www.youtube.com/wissahickonsd
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/pennsylvania/districts/wissahickon-school-district/wissahickon-high-school-16777


School Library Month

April was School Library Month. Thank you to our 
dedicated librarians in every school who encourage 
the love of reading, STEM learning and SO MUCH 
MORE!  

Check out more about the school libraries on the 
WSD website and view some staff spotlights. 

May 7th is National School Lunch Hero Day. Join us 
in thanking our amazing Food Services staff who have 
been preparing and providing free breakfast and lunch 
to all Wissahickon students throughout the school year. 

This year, the Food Services Department made sure that 
every student - including those learning virtually - had 
a nutritious meal every school day with the Grab & 
Go Lunch program.  Beginning in December, the bag 
distribution was expanded to cover weekend meals.  

School Bus Driver 
Appreciation 

On May 12th - School Nurse Day - join us in giving 
a HUGE shout out to our school nurses. Building on 
the increased visibility of nurses' contributions this 
year, National Nurses' Week has been expanded to 
Nurses Month in May. 

There is no question that we could not have navigated 
the pandemic without our school nurses. The support 
they provided to keep our students, staff and families 
safe and healthy is invaluable!  

School Nurse Day & Nurses’ Month

Food Services Appreciation

Thank you to our stellar Transportation 
Department for transporting our 
students to school safely and efficiently. 
Our team includes our Transportation 
Director, 80 drivers, 4 bus/van aides, a 
dispatcher, and, through First Student, 
a lot manager and 2 assistants who 
manage 68 bus runs every school day!     



Ms. McGlinn’s virtual 1st grade class at Shady Grove Elementary 
had an unforgettable Earth Week experience. Children’s author, Erin 
Dealey, joined their class to talk about how she became an author and 
wrote Dear Earth, From Your Friends in Room 5. Her book consists of 
a monthly exchange of ideas between students and Earth, eventually 
forming a beautiful friendship. Ms. Dealey also shared how we can all 
be Earth Heroes and make a difference for our planet. 

Learning Spotlights

Congratulations to Sophia 
Chung, 6th Grade, on this 
timely poem about racial and 
cultural identity written for an 
assignment in Ms. Rachubinski’s 
class. 

Two Identities 

My ethnicity
My second language
My food
My family
My church
My T.V.
Am I Korean?
 
My citizenship
My first language
My clothes
My peers
My school
My books
Am I American?

I was born into Korean and American cultures
I practice and speak the Korean and American languages
I buy and use Korean and American products
I meet and interact with Korean and American people
I attend and learn at Korean and American schools
I see and hear Korean and American entertainment
Turns out I'm both

In honor of Celebrate Diversity Month this April, every 
student at Lower Gwynedd Elementary (virtual & 
in-person) decorated a hand for a display in the school 
entrance using the theme: "We are each unique and 
beautiful; together we make a masterpiece.” 

The 11th grade health classes participated in the EverFi educational program 
on Alcohol Prevention, provided through a partnership with Montgomery 
Health Services. The course takes a public health approach to preventing 
alcohol abuse, incorporating evidence-based prevention methods to create 
a highly engaging user experience. “We are always looking for reliable, 
interesting and creative ways to teach our students about making life-long 
healthy choices,” said Ms. Hawe, Physical Education/Health Teacher. 
“Alcohol consumption among young people is a growing concern, but early 
educational interventions have proven to greatly reduce potential for abuse.” 

Shady Grove Elementary students crushed the staff in the 2021 
Bulldogs vs. Teachers Showdown kickball game. No competition!

In celebration of Earth Day, Shady Grove students volunteered 
on the weekend to clean up the Wissahickon Creek and planted 
100 dogwood saplings! 



Congratulations to Nolan Ryan and Camille Cooper, 
NMTCC students, who were medal winners in the 
SkillsUSA State Competition. Nolan won second place 
in the Carpentry competition (grade 12) and Camille 
won first place in the Career Pathways – Culinary Arts 
Team competition (grade 11). SkillsUSA is a national 
student organization that develops employability, 
participatory and leadership skills to complement the 
occupational skills developed by students in technical 
education classrooms or work-based learning sites. 
We also congratulate our district winners - Briana 
Xochipa-Perez, second place in Basic Health Care, 
and Richard Slatowski, second place in HVAC. 

#WissReads: Congrats to our 
Reading Olympians 

Congratulations to all our students who participated in the 
Reading Olympics this year and to our ribbon winners! 
School competitions were held virtually on Zoom. 

Stony Creek was the only elementary school to walk away 
with first place blue ribbons at the March 2nd event. They 
also had two 2nd place teams who were only 3 points away 
from first. 

Stony Creek Teams
Raging Readers- Blue Ribbon (highest scoring team of the 
entire event)
Virtual Utensils- Blue Ribbon
Bookworms- Blue Ribbon
Masked Bananas- Red Ribbon
Reading Maniacs- Red Ribbon

WMS Blue Ribbon Winners: The Wissahickon 
Olympians - Leolo Yaghooty, Daniel Rao, Noah Shaffer, 
Joshua Yu. Timothy Thomas, Benjamin Vossen, Gabriel 
Gold, Joshua Rao, Evan Bananis, and Mihir Khanna. 

WMS Red Ribbon Winners: The Wissahickon Trojans 
-  Lauren Heinsen, Vera Geshev, Hannah Yum, Anisha 
Agrawal, Anu John, Chloe Doll, Shelly-Ann Burke, Elise 
Lombardot, Molly Giordano, Elisa Lee, Hannah Lee, Nora 
Vasudevan, Hannah Jung, and Jordyn Halpern. 

Lower Gwynedd 5th Grade Teams
Reading Ramen - Red Ribbon
The Masked Readers -Red Ribbon
The Grim Readers - Green Ribbon

Lower Gwynedd 4th Grade Teams
The Page Turners -Red Ribbon
Resilient Readers -Red Ribbon
The Book Benders - Red Ribbon
Reading Robots - Green Ribbon

Blue Bell 5th Grade Team 
Hardcovers - Blue Ribbon

Blue Bell 4th Grade Team
Huskies - Red Ribbon

Shady Grove Teams:
Runaway Readers -Green Ribbon
Super Readers - Red Ribbon
Spectacular Readers -Green Ribbon
Super-Duper Readers-Red Ribbon
Rapid Readers – Red Ribbon 
Special thanks to all of our staff who volunteered their 
time to support this important reading event. 

CONGRATS! Student & Staff Achievements

Kudos to Senior Alex Yum who 
has been named a Semifinalist 
in the U.S. Presidential Scholars 
Program. He is among approximately 
625 semifinalists who have been 
selected from a pool of nearly 
6,500 candidates. Finalists will be 
announced in mid-May. Good luck, 
Alex! 

Congrats to Senior Brendan Garrity 
who has achieved Eagle Scout rank 
and received a good citizenship 
award through The Union League of 
Philadelphia.  



This April, the WHS School Counseling Department 
organized a very successful Career Month to introduce 
9th and 10th graders to a wide variety of career paths. 
Students participated in virtual career presentations from 
professionals that were about 20 minutes each with 10 
minutes for Q & A. Some of the career topics included: 

• Employment Law & Entertainment Law
• Government Healthcare Consulting
• Civil Engineering
• Computer Engineering
• Immigration Law
• Social Responsibility & Community Relations

Thank you to the presenters who volunteered their time to 
assist our students.

Congratulations to Senior Audrey Kang who was awarded the President’s 
Bronze Volunteer Service Award which requires 100-174 service hours in 
one calendar year. Audrey’s service included volunteering during the census, 
preparing COVID kits, registering voters for the election, and researching 

community leaders and issues for:
1. City Hall- City Council of Philadelphia Internship  
2. Phillip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation 
3. KACP (Korean American Civic Participation) 
Her award letter from the White House read: “Over this 
past year, you have served as a model of the American 
spirit. Your many hours of service have strengthened the 
bonds of cooperation and trust that bring people together, 
while helping to address some of the greatest challenges of 
our time.” 

Blue Bell Elementary 5th graders were treated to Kona Water Ice in Wiss Colors (blue 
raspberry or banana or lemon). They wore their 5th grade class of 2021 t-shirts that day,  
designed by BBE parent Chisa Merriweather. All students loved the treat!

BBE first graders are learning about culture thanks to families who volunteered to 
present or provide information. Virtual 
and in-person students joined Teams 
meetings to hear from family members 
and classmates about their family’s 
culture. They learned about different 
celebrations, traditions, languages, food, 
music, and more. What a wonderful 
way to connect our first grade classes 
and broaden their world view! 

Shout out to Eva O’Brien, Special Education Aide at 
Lower Gwynedd Elementary (called the Ambler Angel 
by some staff ) who started a food donation program 
and brings baskets of food to families in the community 
every other Friday.  Eva has special helpers sort the food 
donations and bag up the items each week as a way to 
promote community and caring.  

Shady Grove Library 
Gets Flexible!

The Shady Grove library received funding from the district and 
WEOF to buy “flexible” new tables for the library.  The tables 
are not just any tables; they are shaped like a kite, have wheels 
that allow them to be moved more easily, and can be connected 
to other tables in the library to foster collaboration between 
students. The tables also collapse to store them when they are 
not in use. The library will receive another set of tables in the fall 
to complete the set.  Students will have a lot of possibilities to 
arrange the tables for STEM or library classes next year.  



Help Build Juliet’s Place at CADES

Virtual schooling is the norm now, but ten years ago, it was almost unheard 
of.  In 2010, a very special little girl, Juliet Belcher, needed to Skype 
into her kindergarten class at Blue Bell Elementary because she was too 
medically fragile to attend school in a classroom. Juliet was able to attend 
outdoor classes and field trips, and it was there that she met three other 
special girls.

Ashlyn and Riley Perry and Kayla D’Eletto befriended Juliet during those 
outdoor events. After first grade, Juliet needed to transition to a school in 
Delaware County, CADES, which is dedicated to serving children with 
more severe intellectual and physical disabilities. As they grew older, the 
girls continued to find ways to connect with Juliet. They spent birthdays 
together, met up to do arts and crafts, played instruments and read many, 
many books—Juliet’s favorite pastime. Even though she couldn’t speak, 
Juliet's contagious smile always lit up the room! 

Sadly in September 2020, at the age of 16, Juliet passed away from 
complications of her mitochondrial disease.  Ashlyn, Riley and Kayla 
decided that they wanted to continue to spread everything that Jules 
represented: hope, strength, kindness, and positivity. In union with Juliet’s 
parents, they are raising money to build a library at CADES, the school 
Juliet loved attending. 

CLICK HERE for information on how you can help visit and follow 
@teamjules4ever on Instagram.

Shout out to the sixth grade students in the 
Hawks Pod who collaborated on a service 
project with the Giving Tree. Students packaged, 
decorated and wrote encouraging notes to 
seniors in the community. The packages, called 
“Morning Munchies”, will be added to the Meals 
on Wheels deliveries. Students enjoyed the 
opportunity to give back and hope the bags bring 
a smile to some senior citizens.  
 

Two Students 
Use Bar Mitzvah  
Project to Fight 
Against Cancer

WMS students Ari and 
Tyler Jaffe are not letting the 
pandemic get in their way of 
supporting the fight against 

cancer. In February, while stuck at home during COVID, 
they held a fundraiser selling edible cookie dough in 
honor of a close family friend who is battling cancer. That 
meant hours in the kitchen perfecting their chocolate-chip, 
“funfetti” and double-chocolate flavors—and then additional 
hours delivering their product to eager buyers. In all, they 
raised over $1,500 for the American Cancer Society as part 
of their bar mitzvah project.
But the boys aren’t done yet! During the weekend of May 
22–23, they are participating in a “virtual 5K” sponsored 
by the American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life—and they 
encourage the rest of the Wissahickon community to join 
them. They will be supporting the cause through their Wiss 
Nation Relay For Life team with a walk in Prophecy Creek 
Park, but people can participate by exercising wherever and 
however they choose!  

Relay For Life Goes Virtual

The American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life has been a 
tradition at Wissahickon for years, enabling students to take 
initiative in the fight against cancer. Although a large public 
event in the high school stadium is not an option this year, 
we have all learned during these difficult days that when 
something is as important as the fight against cancer, giving 
up is not an option either.  So, we invite the Wissahickon 
community to participate in Relay For Life this year—virtually. 
 
On May 22–23, when we would have gathered to walk the 
track at the Wissahickon High School Stadium, we will instead 
hold a “virtual 5k,” meaning that everyone is encouraged to 
do some form of physical activity that weekend—walk, run, 
bike, skate—to support the fight against cancer. In addition, 
virtual luminaria can be purchased as a special tribute to loved 
ones who have been touched by cancer, whose names will be 
read during an online ceremony on Saturday evening, May 22. 
There will also be an online raffle, with some prizes specifically 
geared to Wissahickon students, such as sports and parking 
passes. 
 
CLICK HERE for more information & to register for the 5k.

#WissCares: Students, Staff & Families Giving Back to our Community 

The Stony Creek Student 
Council also partnered 
with the Giving Tree to 
create bags of food and 
planters for seniors. Nice 
job!

https://4jules.weebly.com/
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR?pg=entry&fr_id=98939


ICE HOCKEY
Congratulations to the Wissahickon Ice Hockey team for winning the SHSHL Championship! 

BOYS TENNIS
Sophomore Andy Wang took 2nd place in the SOL Liberty Division Boys Singles Tennis Tournament on April 8th. Senior 
Braedon Urzua also had a good tournament nearly upsetting the top seed in the first round.

SOFTBALL
After a couple of early season losses the Wissahickon Girls Softball Team has won 5 out of their last 6 games including 
some big wins against neighboring rivals Upper Dublin and PW. Wissahickon has benefited from the excellent pitching 
of Danielle Ciliberto and Emma Clayborne. Danielle has been hot lately, nailing down 3 victories against PW, Tennent 
and Upper Moreland while Emma gained the victory in the rain and mud at Upper Dublin. Highlights so far this year 
include the pitching of Ciliberto and Clayborne, a big 6-4 win at Upper Dublin and a 7th inning come-from-behind win 
against PW after being down 3-1. The PW win was started with Luca Penna’s lead off triple, a Ciliberto bunt, then Katelyn 
Fitzgerald’s triple to tie it. Two intentional walks to Emma Clayborne and Grace Franczyk led to Charlotte Horvat’s game 
winning single to right field. The defense and pitching led by Catcher Grace Franczyk has been excellent in keeping the 
team in games. They are playing with essentially 9 players so there’s not a lot of room for error or injuries right now. They 
are fortunate to be having a decent season and look forward to having Alexis Iademarco return from injury soon to boost 
their numbers.

GIRLS LACROSSE
This group of laxers is currently undefeated!!  
They work hard, play smart, and respect each 
other – which makes coaching them SO much 
fun. 

GIRLS TRACK
The Girls Track and Field team has several 
qualifiers for the District Championship with time 
for more qualifications. Kasi Brown has qualified 
in the high and long jumps, Lena Perlmutter has 
qualified in the pole vault, Mila Jovanovic has 
qualified in the 800 meters, and the team of Kasi, 
Mila, Emma Jovanovic, and Kenya Williams have 
qualified in the 4x100 meter relay.  Good luck 
to the whole team as they compete their regular 
season!
 
MARCHING BAND
Congrats to Mr David Lu and the Wissahickon 
Marching Unit's front ensemble on their virtual 
field show “Time Machine” and their arrangement 
Ecruteak City (from Pokémon “Gold & Silver”).  
Submitted by Mr. Lu: “it happened to be the 

20th anniversary of the release of "Pokémon Gold & Silver", the 10th anniversary of it's redux, and this year is the 25th 
anniversary of the franchise as a whole. How serendipitous for me to teach a group of kids who, when they were around 6, 
grew up with a remake of a video game that I myself grew up with when I was 6! It was too much of a coincidence, and too 
good for me not to arrange part of the soundtrack for us all to put together. Our 2020 field show "Time Machine" brings us 
on a ride through time to relive our most exhilarating, epic, and tender past moments. But I wanted to take you all further 
back, to when the most worrisome task at hand was beating the final boss of a video game. I'm beyond proud of these kids 
and of the marching unit as a whole for our insurmountable accomplishments in this historic event, and I look forward 
to seeing these kids continue to grow as great musicians and even better people. This arrangement is more than just a pit 
warmup; it's our little nostalgic indulgence, our little "Time Machine" to simpler times."  

SPOTLIGHT on WHS Activities

https://youtu.be/BmPbvD6gYhM


FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA (FBLA)
Congrats to those who placed in the top 10 for Competitive Events at the FBLA Virtual State Leadership Conference
• Alex Gindea: Supply Chain Management (6th)
• Madison Gindea: Intro to Event Planning (6th)
• Amanda Brecher: Social Media Strategies (8th)
• Accounting I: Aditya Shah (10th)
• Journalism: Christina O’Farrell (2nd)
• Intro to Financial Math: Allison McCarty (10th)

Special congrats to Christina O’Farrell for making the National Competition in Journalism!

FRESHMAN CLASS COMMITTEE
On March 25th, the Freshman Class Committee held a Virtual Trivia Night for the freshman class.  Everyone had a great 
time!  We want to thank everyone that attended and congratulate our winners, Michael Sapozhnikov, Isabella Ragazzo and 
Nick Aten. 

Futures Celebration: March 22 - June 4
Spotlights shared on @Wiss21grads Instagram, WSD Facebook/Twitter

Seniors Only Day and Spirit Week: May 3-7 

Prom at the Fuge: Saturday, May 15 from 6-10 pm

Lawn Sign Delivery: June 1

Scholarship Night: Thursday, June 3 at 7 pm, WHS Stadium
or watch via Livestream (6/4 raindate)

Senior Awards Night: Monday, June 7 at 7 pm, WHS Stadium
or watch via Livestream (6/8 raindate)

Graduation Practices: Tuesday, June 8 at 9:30 am and
Wednesday, June 9 at 10 am, WHS Stadium 

Victory Lap Mini-Car Parade: June 8 after Rehearsal 
Senior Class Picnic: Wednesday, June 9 from 11 am to 1 pm

 
Graduation Eve Cap Decorating: Wednesday June 9 

Commencement: Thursday, June 10 at 6 pm, WHS Stadium
or watch via Livestream (6/11 raindate)

We are pleased to announce the first 
WHS Graduation Cap Decorating! All 
seniors are invited to decorate their cap 
for a Graduation Eve celebration and 
Commencement. Designs will be shared 
on the eve of graduation - June 9th - via  
@Wiss21grads Instagram. Thanks to 
our Senior Class Officers for this great 
suggestion!

CLICK FOR MORE  
SENIOR CELEBRATION DETAILS 

First WHS Grad  
Cap Decorating

https://www.wsdweb.org/schools/wissahickon-high-school/class-information/senior-celebrations
https://www.wsdweb.org/schools/wissahickon-high-school/class-information/senior-celebrations


Click here to see our Seniors Only Photo Album

Seniors Kick Off Spirit Week 

Click here to see the Seniors’ Parking Spot Decorations 

#WHSClassof2021 started their Spirit Week celebration on May 2nd by decorating their WHS parking spot with their future 
plans, followed by an amazing Seniors Only Day and Decision Day on May 3rd. Seniors celebrated their future plans wearing 
their college gear, ate lunch with each other in the stadium & enjoyed spending time with their teachers & staff. 

https://business.facebook.com/pg/wissahickonschooldistrict/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2979255425732373
https://business.facebook.com/pg/wissahickonschooldistrict/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2979078485750067

