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Teacher Appreciation Week
It’s a very special week! It’s time to recognize & give thanks to our 
AMAZING teachers. Join us in celebrating Teacher Appreciation 
Week by leaving a comment or posting a picture/video with a 
message for a teacher on our Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. We’ll 
share them with our teachers at the end of the week. 

TEACHERS IN THE NEWS: Rachel Stern, Chris Hertschel, Whit 
Yost and Jim Shoemaker discussed the journey of adapting to the 
virtual teaching and learning environment with The Reporter.  
READ THE ARTICLE

LISTEN TO THIS UPLIFTING SONG  brought to you from a 
talented group of singers and musicians, including current & 
former Wissahickon staff and students. THANK YOU to Than 
Arnold, '93, Choral Director at UDHS, John Conahan, WHS 
Choral Director, Heather High-Kennedy, WHS Marching Unit 
Front Ensemble Instructor, Ashley Kennedy, '19, Juliet Kennedy 
'19, Natalie Kennedy, '29, Sean J. Kennedy, Drumset/Producer/
WHS Marching Unit Director, Steve Doughty, Electric Guitar 
District Resident, Aidan Kennedy, Congas, '21 and the other 
members of The Lovely Day Social Distance Club. 

WANT TO WATCH ANOTHER FUN VIDEO?  
The WHS staff created another great TikTok doing the Toosie 
Slide: WATCH NOW

COVID Card 
Challenge

#WissNation has written 
nearly 100 cards to 
support healthcare workers 
& those afflicted with 
COVID-19 to Build Hope, 
Comfort, and Connection 

One Card at a Time. Help us get to the goal of 600 
cards to spread good cheer and support far and wide!  

If you would like to bring some cheer to senior 
citizens living in isolation, address your card to  
Meadowood Senior Living on Skippack Pike. They 
have started a penpal program with the independent 
living residents who are lonely because of isolation 
and having a difficult time. You can also write a letter, 
card or email directly to Meadowood (it can be one 
time or an ongoing penpal relationship): 

SEND A CARD VIA THE COVID CARD 
CHALLENGE WEBSITE 

e-mail: Ranhorn@mwood.org
Address to send the cards:
Meadowood Senior Living 

C/o Fitness and Wellness Pen Pal Program
3205 Skippack Pike

Worcester, PA 19490

https://www.thereporteronline.com/news/wissahickon-educators-reflect-on-virtual-learning-journey-during-coronavirus-pandemic/article_cf53f18c-8a4c-11ea-a4e8-d306829f432d.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=user-share&fbclid=IwAR08FjD9W3PxB63Ndv6uopXJ5ZX8sR73cXQYJOcNW65Q9HyAXXcVQaaqEYI
https://youtu.be/kbQD6j8fzGU
https://youtu.be/s4MsFtgwiWw
https://www.cardchallenge.org/
https://www.cardchallenge.org/


Awesome #WissAtHome Happenings

SHADY GROVE: First graders 
shared some love with essential 
workers like mail carriers and trash 
collectors. Check out the adorable 
notes they left on trashcans and 
mailboxes to say thanks! SEE 
MORE OF THEIR CUTE NOTES

WMS: “I’ve been getting more sleep - it’s great for me!”
“I have been eating healthier by adding more fruits and vegetables to my meals and 
having them for a snack.”
“I completed a 1500 piece puzzle after working on it for two weeks.”
“I’m proud to have finished six books because I don’t like reading. But because I’ve 
read those books, I’ve learned to actually enjoy it!”
“We have been eating more family meals than before.”

These are just a few of the positive things that WMS students shared about being in quarantine. Their responses were part of 
a Health and PE assignment by Mrs. Ronka. READ MORE OF THE STUDENTS’ SILVER LININGS

BLUE BELL: Congratulations to Grace Murphy, Mara Allen, Megan Okulicz-Kozaryn, Maxwell Perkins, Deanna Borrell 
and Olivia Yun, who were selected as the BBE Champions in the Whitpain Earth Day Contest. The students submitted 
artwork and poems.

LOWER GWYNEDD: Third graders in Miss Apple’s class have 
been enjoying using Flipgrid to respond to a weekly prompt. With 
Flipgrid, students can post their own video and watch the videos that 
other students have posted. This provides great sharing opportunities 
that students look forward to each week! 

STONY CREEK: Speaking of teacher appreciation...Tishara O’Brien, 4th grade teacher, has been tweeting 
encouragement & thanks to our newest teachers - parents/guardians - noting how kind and supportive they are! 
We couldn’t agree more! THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR TEACHER-PARENTS! 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2666916043632981&type=3&__tn__=-UC-R
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2666916043632981&type=3&__tn__=-UC-R
https://www.wsdweb.org/uploaded/schools/District/Administration/Curriculum_and_Instruction/COVID_Communication/Silver_Linings/WMS_Students_At_Home.pdf


WHS: THANK YOU to students in 
Mrs. LeClaire-Florence’s photography 
classes who shared their “Photos of 
Isolation” photos. VIEW MORE OF 
THESE AMAZING PHOTOGRAPHS 

Members of the WHS Ambassadors 
Club have some great advice for other 
students to stay sane and connected, 
stay on top of school work and manage 
their time! CHECK OUT THEIR 
PADLET FOR GREAT TIPS  

May is Mental Health Month
During May, Wissahickon and NAMI Montgomery County PA join the national movement 
to raise awareness about mental health. NAMI is there to help with great resources, 
including support groups held virtually and by dial in.  VISIT THE NAMI WEBSITE FOR 
MORE INFO

WSD COUNSELING SUPPORT: If your child(ren) are in need of support, counselors 
from every school are available during the regular school day via email, phone and or 
audio/video chat. Please email the counselor to choose a convenient time. 

PSA FROM A SENIOR: Brian Hassall ‘20 has an important 
message for the Wiss community as part of his graduation 
project to raise awareness of the dangers of vaping. 
“Smoking and vaping puts you at higher risk for severe 
illness if you contract COVID-19. The disease attacks the 
lungs, and because vaping also damages the lungs, this puts 
a vaper at greater risk for complications. To protect yourself, 
NOW is a GREAT time to quit smoking/ vaping and avoid 
picking up the habit,” Brian said.  READ MORE ABOUT 
VAPING & COVID-19

Ali Meltzer ‘20, Editor-in-Chief of the 
WHS newspaper Trojan Times, penned 
a great article that we are pleased to 
share with the community. Ali provides 
words of wisdom to the senior class 
(and all of us) about the unprecedented 
experience we are living through: “This 
may not be the sign-off to senior year 
that the Class of 2020 had expected 
or hoped for, but it is one that we can 
move through with grace, with pride, 
and with a new level of appreciation 
for each other and for this community.”  
READ THE FULL ARTICLE

Molly Kennedy – Grade 12 Hannah Havrilla – Grade 12 

Thanks for this 
awesome & uplifting 
collage and message 
from our staff:  
“Autism Awareness 
Month is more than 
just awareness to us. 
It’s about acceptance, 
inclusion, and 
support for all of the 
students and families 
we educate, regardless 
of their diagnosis.”

https://youtu.be/4s-mi7xQHR0
https://youtu.be/4s-mi7xQHR0
https://padlet.com/cdieboltwhs/shhx5282b37k
https://padlet.com/cdieboltwhs/shhx5282b37k
https://namimontcopa.org/
https://namimontcopa.org/
https://www.lung.org/blog/smoking-and-covid19
https://www.lung.org/blog/smoking-and-covid19
https://www.wsdweb.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsID=3941

