
Wissahickon School District 
Special Education Services - FAQ 

 

How do I get special education services for my child? 

If you have a concern with your child’s educational program or progress in school, 
the first step would be to contact your child’s teacher.  Your teacher will likely 
bring your concerns to the Child Study Team.  Every school in the district has a 
Child Study Team which focuses on at-risk students who are referred by a teacher 
or a parent.   

The Child Study Team consists of a group of teachers and professionals which 
typically includes the building principal, guidance counselor, reading specialist, 
speech–language pathologist, special education teacher and/or other personnel 
in the building. The team meets weekly and will discuss the student’s needs and 
determine what interventions will be put in place and/or if testing is needed to 
determine eligibility for special education. 

How will my child be evaluated? 

Your child will be evaluated using a combination of formal standardized 
assessments, rating scales, observation, informal assessments, parent and teacher 
input.  The areas in which your child will be assessed vary depending on the 
reasons for referral.  Professionals involved in the conducting and completion of 
the evaluation may include a school psychologist, speech-language pathologist, 
behavior specialist, occupational therapist, physical therapist, hearing therapist, 
vision therapist, and/or the teacher. Information supplied by the parents is also 
considered in the evaluation process.  

Does the school need my consent to assess my child? 

The District must request your consent to evaluate your child. This request is 
contained on the Permission to Evaluate-Consent Form.  The information on this 
form must include the specific reasons your child has been referred and the types 
of assessments that will be used to evaluate your child.  Included with the 
Permission to Evaluate (PTE)-Consent Form is a Parent Input form requesting 
information regarding your child. The District cannot proceed with the 
evaluation process without written parental consent.  



If a child has been receiving special education services and the IEP team decides 
that additional information is needed, a Permission to Reevaluate-Consent Form 
is sent.  This form also states the types of assessments to be administered in the 
reevaluation process.  Unlike when a student is being evaluated to determine 
eligibility and need for special education, the District can proceed with the 
reevaluation process without written parental consent prior to commencing the 
reevaluation process after several attempts to secure consent occur. 

How long does the School District have to evaluate my child? 

Once the School District receives your written permission for the evaluation, the 
evaluation report must be completed and a copy given to you within 60 calendar 
days. The 60 calendar day timeline does not apply during the summer break. The 
60 calendar day timeline begins on the day that the District receives the signed 
Permission to Evaluate-Consent Form. 

What will happen with the results of my child's evaluation? 

Based on the results of the formal and informal assessments, parent and teacher 
input, and a review of records, the certified school psychologist or speech-
language pathologist will make a determination whether your child is eligible and 
in need of specially designed instruction through special education.  If your child is 
determined to be eligible, an Individualized Educational Program team will 
convene within 30 calendar days to generate an Individualized Education Program 
(IEP).  As a parent you are an important member of that team.  Your child’s 
program will be developed based specifically on the recommendations of the 
evaluation or reevaluation report.  The program, and where and how it will be 
provided, is an IEP team decision. 

What if I disagree with my child's program and/or placement? 

Following the development of your child’s IEP, a Notice of Recommended 
Educational Placement/Prior Written Notice (NOREP) will be issued which states 
your child’s placement.  The NOREP contains information about your decision to 
approve or disapprove the recommended educational program and placement, 
the time to return the completed form to the District and information about your 
legal rights.   

You have the right to agree or disagree with your child’s program and placement.  
With an initial placement, if you disagree with the NOREP, special education 
services will not begin.  If your child has been receiving special education services 
and you disagree with the program offered through the IEP and NOREP, you 



would check the “I do not approve this action/recommendation” box.  You would 
then select either to attend Mediation with an impartial mediator, file for a Due 
Process hearing, or check the box requesting a meeting to discuss the 
recommendation with school personnel.  The school will communicate with you 
to set up a meeting.  Please understand that for students already receiving special 
education programming, the revised IEP will be implemented after 10 days of 
issuance of the NOREP unless the parent files for Mediation or Due Process with 
the Office for Dispute Resolution.   

What special education programs exist in the Wissahickon School District and 
where are they implemented? 

All schools offer special education supports and services for students in the 
following categories: learning, social-emotional, behavioral, speech-language, 
sensory, and motor. These services may be implemented in the general education 
classroom with support from special education teachers and/or in special 
education classrooms for some portion of the day.  Based on the student’s IEP, 
accommodations and/or modifications may occur in the general education and/or 
special education classrooms.  Certain buildings host classrooms providing specific 
programming that is not available in all buildings.  

How does my child exit special education?  

When IEP team members believe that a student is no longer in need of special 
education supports, a reevaluation is completed.  The results of this reevaluation 
may show that the student continues to be eligible, or that is the student 
continues to have a disability, but no longer requires the intervention of a special 
educator.   If the student’s needs are for accommodations only, the student will 
be served by a 504 plan and the student will exit special education.  The 
reevaluation may also show that the student no longer has a disability and that 
student will also exit special education.  Finally, the reevaluation may show that 
the student continues to be eligible and in need of special education and another 
IEP will be developed.  Regardless of the outcome of the reevaluation, when a 
student is being exited from special education, the parent is sent a NOREP for 
approval or disapproval.   

How do I get approval for a TSS to be able to come into my child’s school? 

Agency personnel may request that a meeting be scheduled to discuss 
wraparound services. Prior to the team meeting the parent must sign a Release of 
Information form allowing the student’s educational team to discuss and 
exchange information with personnel from outside agency. The agency must 



provide to the School District copies of current clearance forms (Act 34 
clearances, Act 151 clearances and FBI clearance) for all wraparound staff who 
will be observing or providing services to District students in the school.  The 
agency must also provide a job description of any agency staff that will be 
providing services to the District student. Furthermore, the agency must provide 
the District with proof of liability insurance in the amount of at least one million 
dollars ($1,000,000.00), and a copy of the District student’s treatment plan. After 
the School District reviews and approves all paperwork, a meeting will be 
scheduled with the agency, parents, and District personnel to discuss and identify 
the expected roles of personnel who will provide wraparound services to a 
District Student in the Wissahickon school buildings. For more information on 
wraparound personnel, please see District Policy #113.5. 
 
Where can I find information about my legal rights related to special education? 
 
Information about your legal rights is contained in a Procedural Safeguards Notice 
which is available on the Wissahickon School Website. Additionally, information 
about your legal rights is available through the Pennsylvania Office of Dispute 
Resolution at www.odr-pa.org. 
 
 
 


