WISSAHICKON SPECIAL EDUCATION

Every child is unique and learns in different ways. The Wissahickon School District recognizes the uniqueness
in each and every student. As a parent of a student with special needs, you can play a major role in shaping the

services you child receives. In an effort to assist you and the District to work together to improve educational
results for you child, the District is providing the below for informational purposes only. For an overview of
special education, please visit https://odr-pa.org/parent-resources/parent-resource-library/overview/.

Together, you and the school-based IEP team can discuss, plan and implement a special education program
that serves your child’s individual and specific needs.

What is an IEP?

How Can Parents Participate
in Developing an IEP?

Who Serves as My Child’s
School-Based IEP Team?

The Individualized Education
Program (IEP) is the document that
outlines the special education and
related services that the Wissa-
hickon School District will provide
for your child at not cost to you.
Each IEP must be designed for one
student and must be a truly indi-
vidualized document. It is devel-
oped for children who have been
evaluated and are in need of spe-
cial education. The development
of the IEP must be based on in-
formation gathered from a variety
of sources, including evaluations,
state and district assessments, and
current levels of achievement on
IEP goals and in the general educa-
tion curriculum.

The IEP provides a

written record of

decisions made

at IEP meetings.

The IEP document is the corner-
stone of the special education
process and the key to services
your child recieves. By understand-
ing your child’s IEP and taking an
active role in developing it, you
can help ensure that your child
receives the education and services
he or she needs.

As a parent, you have the right
to have information explained to
you in understandable language.
You know your child’s strengths
and needs, and you should discuss
them with the rest of the IEP team.
You may want to ask yourself:

« What do I want for my child?

» What can he or she do now?

» What do we need to do so my
child will gain new skills?

Your child’s IEP team must include:
» Aparent ( A child’s parent or
person acting in that role)

e A Local Education Agent (Ad-
ministrator or their designee)

» Special Education Teacher

o General Education Teacher (at
least one of the child’s current
general education teachers who
knows the a child)

e Anindividual who can inter-
pret the instructional implications
of evaluation results such as but
not limited to a certified school
psychologist.

» Atthe discretion of the parent
or the District, other individuals
who have knowledge or special
expertise regarding the child, in-
cluding related services persoon-
nel as appropriate; and whenever
appropriate, the child with a
disability.

What Happens if an IEP Team cannot make the Meeting?
Attendance at IEP meetings is required for all professionals listed above with two exceptions

» A team member may be excused from attendance for whole or part of the IEP meeting if his or her area
of curriculum or related services is not being modified or discussed, and the parent and the District agree in
writing that the member not attend the meeting (Parental Consent to Excuse Members from Attending the
Individualized Education Program (IEP) Team Meeting”.

A team member may be excused from attendance for whole or part of the IEP meeting if his or her area of
curriculum or related services is being modified or discussed and the team member provides written input
into the development of the IEP prior to the meeting, and the parent and the District agree in writing that
the member not attend the meeting (Parental Consent to Excuse Members from Attending the Individual-
ized Education Program (IEP) Team Meeting”.




WISSAHICKON SPECIAL EDUCATION

What Should I Expect at the IEP Meeting?
The purpose of the IEP meeting is to discuss, develop, revise, and document a program to meet
your child’s individual learning needs. Annual discussion topics should include:

« Progress or lack of expected progress toward the special education goals

« Progress or lack of expected progress in the general education curriculum

» New information from evaluations, observations, and curriculum assessments
« Information provided by the parents and the District

e The child’s needs

« Any other matter that is deemed appropriate by any team member

What Happens After the IEP Meeting?

The parent will receive A Notice Of Recommended Educational Placement/Prior Written Notice (NOREP/

PWN) with a finalized IEP. This is your opportunity to agree or disagree with the planned services for your
child.

What are Some Special Education Terms I Should Know Before Going to an IEP Meeting?

« Accommodations- A change in class work or testing conditions to help students with disabilities have
access to learning and demonstrate their knowledge without lowering or changing the standard or the level
of the class work or of a test.

» ESY - Extended School Year; Required educational services usually offered during the summer for eligible
children. It is not the same as summer school, which school districts may or may not offer to district stu-
dents.

« IEP - Individualized Education Program

» FAPE- Free appropriate public education, as defined in Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and its
regulations

» LRE - Least Restrictive Environment

» Modifications- A change in class work or testing conditions that lowers or changes the level of difficulty
or focus of class work, homework, or of a test. The expectation is modified or changed.

» Pennsylvania Academics Standards- Grade-level learning expectations for all students. Standards are
benchmark measures adopted by Pennsylvania that define what students should know and be able to do at
specified grades levels beginning in grade 3.

» Pennsylvania Alternate Eligible Content- A framework that represents a reduction in breadth, depth,
and level of complexity of the Pennsylvania Eligible Content such that it is appropriate for the students with
the most severe cognitive disabilities while still ensuring access to the general education curriculum.

» Supplementary Aids and Services- Any aids, services, or other supports that are provided in general
education classes or other education-related settings, including extracurriuclar and nonacademic settings,
to enable children with disabilities to be educated with nondisabled children to the maximum extent appro-

priate.

Disclaimer: This guidance is based on the Pennsylvania state and federal special education law and is not intended to pro-
vide legal advice or to replace, modify, supplement or supplant the Pennsylvania state and federal special education laws.



