
 
 

 
 

April 17, 2018 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
I have some important safety/security matters to share with you. 
 
April 20th has become a symbolic date, nationally, for a number of reasons.  The most salient of which for 
public schools is that it is the anniversary of the school shooting tragedy in Columbine, CO, back in 1999.  
Other widely divergent causes, from pro-Hitler, racist-messaging groups to those who argue for the 
legalization of marijuana, have claimed the date as their own as well.  The resulting stew of messages and 
memories make for a potentially volatile day, with demonstrations in many places (including 
Philadelphia) in the mix as well.  We are well aware of the significance of this date, every year, and will 
again have an increased security presence and generally enhanced awareness in place on Friday at all six 
of our schools in response to the nature of the day. 
 
With regard to school security in general, I want you to know that I have tasked our Safe Schools 
Committee, a panel of over a dozen security experts, including SWAT team members, local and county law 
enforcement officers, and a range of mental health experts, to take on an expanded role, as follows: 
 

 The group normally meets to share highly confidential, student-specific information in ways that 
are incredibly important.  This is taking our motto of knowing something about each and every 
student to heart, in that it is designed to help prevent the individual from harming either self or 
others.  This invaluable role of the committee will continue, unabated. 

 
 Moving forward, this group will ALSO review, on a regular (monthly) basis, everything we have in 

place now regarding school security, as well as any new ideas or new best practices in the 
profession that might make sense here.  The list of topics to be addressed is long, and everything 
on it, from detailed response tactics to preventative measures, security audits to better facilitating 
our “See/Hear Something, Say Something” protocols, will be given its due.  Regular reports of the 
Committee’s work and deliberations, including any recommendations for change, will be provided 
at public board meetings and other venues so that the community is kept in the loop at all times. 

 
In closing, please know that we consider school security and safety an ongoing, top priority and have put 
in place the above provisions to ensure we keep it in focus and keep getting better and better at it. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

James A. Crisfield 
 
James A. Crisfield, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
Twitter:  @WSDSuper 
Email:  jcrisfield@wsdweb.org 


