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The 9th/10th Gifted program is geared toward intellectually curious and motivated students who 

like to be challenged and who enjoy opportunities to flourish in a creative and stimulating 

environment.  The program is a two-year commitment for most students and consists of three 

parts: English, Social Studies, and Enrichment.  Students are co-mingled with ninth and tenth 

grade gifted in all three of these parts.   

 

ENGLISH & SOCIAL STUDIES: 

 Approximately half of the program is based on the 9th grade or 10th grade honors English and 

Social Studies programs.  Next school year (2018-19) will be based on the 9th grade courses. 

 The curriculum for these portions of the program is often condensed, accelerated, and enriched.   

 Students spend on average three meetings per six-day cycle in English class and three meetings 

in Social Studies class. 

 These classes are taught by Chris McDaniels and Ryan Perlman, Social Studies and English 

respectively.   

 

ENRICHMENT: 

 Enrichment usually occurs on block meetings and is most often team-taught with Chris 

McDaniels and Ryan Perlman acting as mentors and facilitators of individual/group projects.   

 The curriculum is based on thematic units such as Bioethics, the Brain, Invention and 

Exploration, and the Future of the Wissahickon School District. 

 Units tend to last for a full marking period, often beginning with such activities as large and 

small group brainstorming sessions, teacher presentations, or group/individual research 

projects and often ending with a culminating research presentation (group and individual).    

 Enrichment offers students the opportunity to flex their analytic and creative muscles by 

allowing for individual and group studies.  Strong opportunities for student choice exist within 

the given thematic topic.    

 The co-mingled nature of the course provides opportunities for peer mentoring/leadership. 

 The Enrichment grade accounts for approximately 40%* of the students' English and Social 

Studies grade.   

 

These are rigorous courses.  Entering students are presumed to have good writing and reading 

skills with a suggested minimum grade of B in the eighth grade Social Studies and English 

classes.  The pace and nature of the program can be rather intense, so it is pivotal for students 

to understand the importance of being well organized and to demonstrate a level of intrinsic 

motivation.  Like students in most higher level classes, students with work completion issues 

will have difficulty keeping up in the Enrichment program.  Students who embrace the 

challenge will leave the program well prepared for future rigorous academic challenges.   

 

*Additional factors do contribute to student grades, and the grading policy is subject to change. 

 

 


