
Students who plan ahead will find that the process of applying to college may be less stressful.  The WHS 

Counseling Department recommends the following to stay on track.   

Grade 9: 

• Work to your potential. Take challenging courses and learn to utilize your resources if things 
become difficult.  Keep an open line of communication with your teachers, counselor, and 
parents.  Ask for help when you need it!  Your 9th grade grades will be included in your 
cumulative GPA.  

• Get involved in extracurricular activities both in and outside of school.  Begin to build your 
activities resume and work toward leadership opportunities in the future.  

• Make good decision and set goals. It’s easier to know what you need to do if you know where 
you’re heading.   

• If you plan to pursue collegiate athletics at the Division I or Division II level, familiarize yourself 
with the NCAA College Planning Guide.  Prospective athletes will be required to meet certain 
credit and GPA requirements.   

• Start to explore various college options.  It’s never too early to visit colleges and begin to learn 
what colleges look for in their applicants.   

• Explore career options through the Career Pathways Portfolio.  Take career assessments, attend 
career speaker sessions, talk to family about their professions, and use the Career Ready 
platform to map out your goals.   

• Familiarize yourself with Scoir.   
 

Grade 10: 

• Continue to give your best effort in class.  Your final grades will show on your academic 
transcript which colleges will review in the application process.  The better you do in rigorous 
classes may open more options down the road.  

• Continue to explore extracurricular activities.  Find things that genuinely interest you.  Colleges 
aren’t looking for students who check boxes on an application but rather students who find their 
areas of interest and explore them, either formally or informally.  If leadership opportunities 
present themselves, take them.  If you are interested in working, consider applying for a job.   

• Take the Pre-ACT in October at WHS.  This is a practice ACT offered to all sophomores for free.   

• Continue explore career options.  Having some ideas about your major can help guide the 
college search process.   

• Begin to explore college admissions requirements.  Use Scoir to see average test scores, GPAs, 
and admission history for WHS.  

• Attend a college fair.  This is a great way to shop around for different schools in a short amount 
of time with little commitment.  

 

Grade 11 (Fall): 

• Ask for a copy of your high school transcript from the school counseling office and review your 
academic progress, including GPA.  

• Take the PSAT at WHS in October.  While it is a practice version of the SAT, it is also the 
qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship Program.  This exam is offered only one time 
each year and is free for juniors.   

• Develop a standardized testing plan.  Talk with your counselor or Ms. Anderson if you need help 
deciding when to test.  Students who have completed or are enrolled in Pre-Calculus will be 

https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future
http://www.scoir.com/


ready to begin testing in the fall.  Students enrolled in Algebra II will want to wait until later in 
the spring.  

• Attend college representative visits at WHS.  The reps who visit are often the readers on your 
application.  It is a great chance to learn about colleges but also time make a good impression.   

• Use Scoir to begin college searching.  Save your Must Have, Nice to Have, and No Thanks criteria 
on Scoir.  Save colleges to your college list.   

• Visit colleges, attend evening college programs, and attend college fairs to educate yourself.  

• Seek leadership opportunities in your extracurricular activities.  Narrow down your involvement 
to activities that mean the most and allow you to highlight your interests. 

 

Grade 11 (Spring): 

• Continue the college search process by visiting colleges and attending spring college fairs.  

• Plan for spring standardized testing.  Register at least one month in advance of the test.  

• Discuss college plans with your school counselor during course selection.  It’s important to 
ensure that you have the correct coursework if you have a particular major in mind.  Some 
colleges also require a visual or performing arts class.  

• Finish the year strong, completing junior year with the best grades possible.  Though 9th, 10th 
and 11th grade grades will be reviewed, your junior year is the most recent at the time of 
application.  

• Ask two teachers for letters of recommendation.  Aim for core teachers from 11th grade, when 
possible.  

• Prospective student athletes should register with the NCAA Eligibility Center at www.ncaa.org.  

• Schedule a meeting with Ms. Anderson, WHS College & Career Counselor, to get questions 
answered and discuss college options.   

• Parent attendance at both the College 101 and Financial Aid Night evening programs at WHS.  

• Brainstorm college essay topics and get started with writing an essay.  

• Familiarize yourself with the application process and timeline.  
 

12th Grade (Fall): 

• Accept leadership positions in clubs, at work, or in your service organizations.  

• Check transcript for accuracy before requesting for applications.  Transcript requests usually 
open up the second week of school.  

• Narrow down your college list and add final colleges to your Applying list on Scoir.  

• Follow-up with teachers writing letters of recommendation and confirm application deadlines 
with them.  

• Complete the Senior Questionnaire on Scoir for your counselor letter of recommendation.  

• Finish standardized testing by late fall and submit any necessary scores to colleges through the 
respective testing service website. WHS does not send test scores.  

• Complete and submit the Common Application, Coalition Application, or school specific 
applications.  

• Meet with Ms. Anderson to get questions answered.   

• Attend college rep visits to get contact information for current year representatives.  You may 
need this throughout the application process.   

• Finalize your essay and seek feedback from teachers, counselors, parents, and/or peers.  Use the 
Writing Center for help if needed.  

• Ensure that you meet application deadlines.  

http://www.ncaa.org/


• Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) if applying for federal financial 
aid, the CSS Profile (if required by college) for institutional aid, and the PA State Grant 
application for state aid.   

• Parent attendance at the Senior Parent Night (in September). 
 

Grade 12 (Spring): 

• Avoid senioritis! 

• Send midyear grades, if requested by college. 

• If accepted Early Decision, withdraw other applications.  

• Check status of applications on portals to ensure a complete status.  

• Apply for scholarships through private organizations.  

• Attend Admitted Student Days. 

• Review and compare financial aid packages.  

• Send enrollment deposit and confirm financial aid by May 1.  We request that you only deposit 
at one institution at at time.  

• Notify counseling department of all application outcomes and set enrolling college in Scoir.  Your 
final high school transcript will be sent to the institution listed in Scoir.  No official request is 
required.  

• Thank teachers who have written letters of recommendation on your behalf and update them as 
to your intended destination. 

• Celebrate!   
 


