
Trojan
Newsletter from
Wissahickon High School Talk

October 2021

Note from Dr. Blair, 
WHS Principal

WHS Spirit

It is hard to believe that we are already nearing the end of 
the first marking period. We are in full-swing at WHS.  Our 
athletic teams are enjoying another fall season, our clubs 
and student leaders are already doing great things at WHS 
and in the community, and our teachers are balancing all of 
the “returning to the classroom needs” with patience, grace, 
and hard-work.  I wouldn’t want to do this job anywhere 
else because of the students and the teachers we have at 
WHS. They are the silver lining of all of the days.

Quarantining Information
There is only one downside of having a very packed 
building – we are seeing a need to quarantine some 
students, per the county guidelines, due to Covid-19.  
We recognize how disruptive and frustrating a lengthy 
quarantine period can be.  Without a virtual option like 
we had last year and to avoid any need for our teachers to 
“teach to the screen”, we had to think outside of the box to 
develop a plan that will support our students who are on an 
extended Covid-related absence.  

If a student is out of school, due to quarantine guidelines, 
but feels okay, the student’s School Counselor will reach 
out to the student to help maintain a level of connectedness 
to WHS.  The Counselor will provide access to the Math 
and Writing Labs to the student from home, if the student 
is interested.  Our teachers will post assignments and 
communications to the student via Schoology and will 
provide any supplemental resources the teacher may have 
to help support the student with the missed learning.  The 
student can also arrange to meet virtually with the teacher 
briefly after school (at 2:35 PM) to check-in with the 
teacher.  Our teachers will focus on the essential content 
and try to minimize the overwhelming concerns that 
students will likely have.  Additionally, upon the student’s 
return, our teachers will be flexible with deadlines and work 
with the student on a plan to move forward.  We are in this 
together and our teachers and students and families will 
work together to address the Covid-related challenges of 
this school year.

We had a great Spirit Week leading up to the Homecoming 
game on October 8th.  Check out some of our pictures of our 
theme days and the week’s activities:

Mrs. Moore and Ms. Butt on Decade 
Day

The Bonfire at its peak

Homecoming Court
3 x 3 Basketball Game

Tailgate!

White Out 
Day

Hawaiian 
Day



   

Tik-Tok Challenge
Many of you may have heard about a recent [and very annoying!] 
challenge that is on Tik-Tok right now.  They have released a series of 
school challenges that ask students to perform inappropriate actions at 
school through monthly “themes”.  For example, September’s challenge 
asked students to steal something from school or vandalize school 
bathrooms.  Fortunately, and not surprisingly, most of our WHS students 
recognized these challenges as problematic; I am grateful for the kindness 
and respect displayed by the very large majority of our students.  It 
makes me very proud.  That being said, I want to bring to your attention 
that October’s challenge is to “smack a staff member” or “smack a 
staff member on the backside”.  It goes without saying that this type of 
behavior is a violation of our code of conduct and will be addressed very 
seriously, if necessary.  Challenges in later months include things such as 
further vandalism, exposure of body parts, and harassment of others.  I 
have confidence in our WHS student community and don’t anticipate that 
this will be an issue, but I do encourage families to have conversations 
about the fine line between the value of social media and the risks of 
social media.  I just hope that our students continue to use Tik-Tok for 
the impressive dance moves and nothing more!  

Keystone Exams
The disruptions of the prior school years have raised some questions about who takes what Keystone Exam and when (It is 
all jumbled in my brain too!).  Here is a summary of the Keystone testing information.  If you have questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact your student’s School Counselor.

Class of 2022
• No senior will sit for a Keystone Exam this year.

Class of 2023
• Biology- Any student who did not pass our Biology course in the 2019-2020 school year or did not score proficient on   
 the 2020-2021 Spring Biology Keystone will need to retest this December. 
• Algebra- Any student who did not pass our Algebra course in the 2019-2020 school year or did not score proficient on   
 the 2020-2021 Spring Algebra Keystone will need to retest this December.
• Literature- Any student who did not score proficient on the Spring ELA Keystone last year will need to retest this   
 December. 

Class of 2024
• Biology- Any student who did not score proficient on the Spring Biology Keystone last year will need to retest in   
 December.
• Literature- All Students will take the end of course ELA Keystone in May 2022.  
• Algebra- Any student who did not pass our Algebra course in the 2019-2020 school year or did not score proficient on   
 the 2020-2021 Spring Algebra Keystone will need to retest this December. If a student is currently enrolled in Algebra I,  
 they will test in May 2022.
 
Class of 2025 
• Biology- All Students will take the end of course Biology Keystone in May 2022.  
• Literature- Students will complete the end of course Keystone when they complete the grade 10 ELA course.
• Algebra - Any student who did not score proficient on the 2020-2021 Spring Algebra Keystone will need to retest this   
 December. If a student is currently enrolled in Algebra I, they will test in May 2022.

Important Reminders
• Please remember to wear your mask   
 on the school bus.
• Please remember to properly wear   
 your mask covering your mouth and  
 nose.
• Please remember to sit in your   
 assigned seat during lunch.



Congratulations to our  
WHS Students of the Month 

October 2021 
 

 
Join us in celebrating our October WHS Students of the Month!   

We are so proud of each of you! 
 

Bella May 
Science 

 

Rylee Peterson  
Art and Music 

 

Julia Keller 
Social Studies 

 
Jonah Mensoff 
Language Arts 

 

JT Durham 
NMTCC 

 

Ana Soriano Castro 
Math 

 
Lily Havner 

Business/Technology/FCS 

 

Madilyn Johnson 
Athlete 

 

Ezra Martin 
Good Citizen 

 
Kathleen Tallon 

Kindness 

 

Helen Chang 
World Language 

 

Paul Anderson 
Health/PE 

 
 



Support Services
As a reminder, WHS offers support to students during the 
school day through our Math and Writing Labs located  
in the Library.  The Labs help support our second chance 
learning approach and we encourage our students to 
take advantage of the services.  Additionally, we have our 
Extended Learning Time (ELT) tutoring after-school.  
Our STARS Tutoring Program is also in full-swing.  As a 
counterpart to our teacher-led Labs and ELT interventions, 
the Stars Tutoring program is an opportunity for students 
to support other students through a peer-tutoring model. 
Students can volunteer to either provide or receive help in 
specific subject areas. Last year, we had about 120 students 
participate in this great program and we are hoping to 
have even more students work together this year! Meetings 
occur at mutually agreed upon times either during 
Study Hall, after-school, or during I/E periods. Students 
interested in STARS should complete an application, which 
can be found in the library or in the counseling office. You 
can also contact Mr. McCabe through Schoology or email 
him at bmccabe@wsdweb.org.

Tour Date Information for 
Prospective WHS Students

WHS is happy to share our 2021-2022 school year tour 
dates/times for prospective students and families from 
private, public, and charter schools who are interested 
in learning more about being a student at WHS.  Our 
Student Ambassadors will help guide our tours for 
families and our Counselors will be available to address 
questions about the transition.  Please see the schedule 
information below:
 
Unless noted below, there are two session options to 
choose from per day: 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM 
o Friday 11/5/2021
o Thursday 12/16/2021   
o Tuesday 02/08/2022 
o Thursday 03/10/2022 
o Thursday 04/28/2022 
o Wednesday 05/25/2022 ( 1:00 PM only)

Announcement for Seniors
Class of 2022: Graduation will be here before you know 
it!  It is time to order your cap, gown, and tassel!  Please 
watch this short informational video to learn how to 
place your order.    

Please place all orders online by November 5th.  Also, if 
you are still interested in ordering a class ring, CLICK 
HERE.

Announcement for Juniors
It’s time to order your customized class ring!  If you 
are interested and if you place your order by October 
22nd, you will also receive a custom embroidered 
Adidas backpack and a Class of 2023 Companion Ring.  
For instructions on how to order your ring online, 
WATCH THIS SHORT VIDEO. 

Student Recognition
Two of our students are the proud recipients of the HHH 
Scholarship.  Over the summer, a WHS alum contacted me 
and wanted to anonymously cover the tuition and textbook 
charges for a student from each graduating class to attend 
MCCC for two years after graduation.  We are so grateful 
for this kind and extremely generous support.  The Class of 
2022 recipient is Arnaya Pendergrass and the Class of 2023 
recipient is Nevaeh Lazarde.  We are so proud of them and we 
thank our generous donor!

https://view.vidreach.io/viewer/reach/ea528bb5-6689-4dc2-8dd0-afcd43ca5f49/aff469ea-d584-4d19-8676-e27b3aa2d005/8b1fca7b-3cdb-44d3-a7fd-ffe52a90058f?pk_campaign=aff469ea-d584-4d19-8676-e27b3aa2d005
https://view.vidreach.io/viewer/reach/ea528bb5-6689-4dc2-8dd0-afcd43ca5f49/aff469ea-d584-4d19-8676-e27b3aa2d005/8b1fca7b-3cdb-44d3-a7fd-ffe52a90058f?pk_campaign=aff469ea-d584-4d19-8676-e27b3aa2d005
https://view.vidreach.io/viewer/reach/ea528bb5-6689-4dc2-8dd0-afcd43ca5f49/aff469ea-d584-4d19-8676-e27b3aa2d005/8b1fca7b-3cdb-44d3-a7fd-ffe52a90058f?pk_campaign=aff469ea-d584-4d19-8676-e27b3aa2d005
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1045752/WISSAHICKON-HIGH-SCHOOL/Class-Jewelry/2006071011045564036/CATALOG_JRD
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1045752/WISSAHICKON-HIGH-SCHOOL/Class-Jewelry/2006071011045564036/CATALOG_JRD
https://view.vidreach.io/viewer/reach/ea528bb5-6689-4dc2-8dd0-afcd43ca5f49/5eedaab3-5d70-45c4-af9c-9a109a740967/463f3ebe-9956-4617-a357-eff1b37de560?pk_campaign=5eedaab3-5d70-45c4-af9c-9a109a740967


  Academic Shoutouts

Mr. Shoemaker and Mrs. Moore want to give 
a shoutout to their US History classes.  They are 
learning about the principles of the Constitution 
and how the government works.  To finish the unit, 
the students drafted “players” on their “Fantasy 
Congress” teams to see what is happening on Capitol 
Hill  (think Fantasy Football but with Senators and 
Representatives instead).  The students are learning 
about the activities within the legislative branch, in 
addition to learning more about current events and 
bipartisan agreements.  May the best Congressional 
team win! 

Ms. Perrine-Wilson wants to give a shoutout to her German 
students.  Her German 4 and AP students learned about 
the German political system ahead of the national election 
on September 26th.  Each class worked in groups to predict 
the outcome of the election and created a 3D model of their 
prediction.

Mr. MacMinn wants to give a shoutout to his Physics 
students.  They used motion sensors to create position 
versus time and velocity versus time graphs.  The 
students shown here are moving back and forth so that 
their positon matches the position in the sample graph.  
The students left this lesson more knowledgeable 
about the relationship between position, velocity and 
acceleration.  

Ms. Shahbazi is giving a shoutout to her Environmental Science 
classes.  They recently had a scavenger hunt to help them understand 
biosphere, geosphere, atmosphere and hydrosphere.  The students 
loved being outside and away from their screens!

National Honor Society 
Update

A shout out to two of our National Honor Society 
members - Ella Sanders and Madeline Okenquist.  
Ella and Madeline took charge of National High 
School Voter Registration Week. They participated 
in a live webinar ran through the Civics Center 
and then organized twenty NHS members to go 
from room to room during our September 28th 
IE period to help eligible students register to vote.  
They followed that up with another opportunity 
after school on October 1st.  Thank you, Ella and 
Madeline, for making a commitment to civic 
responsibility!  Your leadership is commendable.



 TROJAN TRIUMPHS
Athletic Update from Jim Cairnes,  Athletic Director

BOYS’ SOCCER

First Responders were recognized during the boys’ soccer game against Roman Catholic on September 11th.  Philadelphia 
Firefighter of the Year, Roman Catholic’s coach, a Philadelphia Police officer, Game Referee and Quinn Fonash (Wissahickon 
captain who was representing his father Ted Fonash, a firefighter at the Blue Bell Fire Station) are all pictured below.

GIRLS’ SOCCER

The Girls’ Soccer team is proving to be winners both on and off the field. They have won their last eleven games and 
making a push to win the division for the first time in ten years!  During their game against Lansdale Catholic, the 
team recognized the Kellan Ford Foundation. “Coming into this year, I knew we wanted to do something for Mike, 
Kristin and Parker. When I learned about the Kellan Ford Foundation, I thought it presented an opportunity to show 
the Fords that they are always a part of this program while also bringing awareness and raising money for their new 
mission in the foundation. The girls in the program and several of the parents stepped up to make the day special. The 
(3-0) win over LC was icing on the cake.”
 Wissahickon Soccer Pays Tribute to Family of Kellan Ford | suburbanonesports.com

https://www.suburbanonesports.com/article/content/wissahickon-soccer-pays-tribute-family-kellan-ford-0096985


TENNIS

The Girls’ Tennis Team is working hard on 
the court.  Ella Chang won the SOL Liberty 
Division Singles Championship and YiYi 
Huang placed 3rd  in the Singles competition.  
Claira Baldasano and Lauren Kooman 
(pictured on left) took the SOL Liberty Division 
Doubles Championship.   The Team advanced 
to the quarterfinals by defeating Strath Haven. 
1st Singles Ella Chang and 2nd Singles YiYi 
Huang (pictured on right) won in straight 
sets. Seniors Ella Chang, Ella Sanders, Lauren 
Kooman, Katie Lu and Juniors Saachi Mehta, 
Claira Baldasano, Vanessa Urzua and Tiffany 
Chen, along with Freshman YiYi Huang led the 
team to a 2nd round match at Springford in the 
PIAA District 1 Playoffs.

FIELD HOCKEY

The Wissahickon Field Hockey team remains 
in first place in the SOL Liberty Division.  They 
have given up only 10 goals in 14 games, and 
recorded 11 shutouts so far.  With excellent 
leadership from Captains Brynne Miller, Julia 
Schools, Kate Lovensheimer and Alli Wood, 
they have bounced back from their only defeat 
(North Penn) and have come out stronger than 
before. Juniors Ella Hummel, Sophia Havrilla, 
Caroline Kirkpatrick and Kendall Crowley have 
also contributed greatly to this talented squad.

CROSS COUNTRY

The Boys’ and Girls’ Cross 
Country teams have continued 
to impress with their medal hauls 
at invitationals.  Both teams 
hope to be in the hunt for a 
League Championship in a tight 
conference this fall.  Good luck, 
stay healthy, and run fast!



WATER POLO

Boys’ Water Polo is having a fantastic season this year. We are the 2021 Beast of the East Flight 2 Champions! This season 
has been such a success due to the leadership by Co-captain Danny Crump (Sr.) and Alex Fedorczak (Sr.). The starting 
lineup comprised of Danny, Alex, Nate Valentine (Jr.), Nick Donofrio(Jr.), Carmen Schoppe (So.), with newcomer Goalie 
Jordan Quimby(Jr.)- who has taken well to his new position- and last but not least, the star of our defense, Hudson Bowers 
(Jr.) has resulted in a 13-5 record. This season has also brought on another mile stone as Co-Captain Danny Crump scored 
his 200th goal of his HS career and continues to add to that number. As a combined effort our team has over 130 goals 
this season (one coming from backup goalie Morgan Wilson-Sr.), over 110 steals and more than 50 saves by our goalies 
thus far this season. Additional help has come off the bench from Tyler Shilling (Jr.), Drew Roman (Jr.) and Jack Johnson 
(Fr.). This week we will take on Souderton and Springfield and then host our tournament this Saturday where we will face 
Muhlenberg, Cumberland Valley and Hazleton. Check the website for times and come support the Trojans!  

CHEER

The Varsity Cheerleaders enjoy 
showing off their pink poms on 
Friday Night Lights in support 
of Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. If anyone is interested 
in joining the cheer team for 
basketball season, please see 
the athletic website for cheer 
information! 


