
Spread 
the Love

In the spirit of the season, Student Council will 
be selling Valentine’s Day flowers again this year.  
Flowers will be sold for $1.00 each from January 
31st through February 9th during all lunches.  
They will be delivered to the recipient on Friday, 
February 11th during homeroom.  And, on 
Monday, February 14th, Student Council is 
hosting a Valentine’s Day spirit day.  Please wear 
your red, pink, purple…and hearts!  Thanks to 
our Student Council student and faculty leaders 
for spreading the love.

Program of Studies Night 2022

Our annual WHS Program of Studies Night was held on 
January 13th.  It was a huge success!  The current 8th grade 
students first attended our Program of Studies Night “Jr.” 
event; they watched a video outlining the process of course 
selection and participated in a Q and A in small groups with 
current WHS students, as well as had a virtual tour of the 
school.  Thank you to our WHS student ambassadors for 
their support with this program.  We look forward to the 
Class of 2026 starting at WHS in August!  
The parent program began with a virtual presentation 
facilitated by WHS counselors and administrators, followed 
by break-out groups with teachers from the various 
departments available to help support the parents’ and 
students’ questions.  Thank you to the WHS Administrative 
Team, Counselors and Department representatives for all of 
their hard work and support to make this event supportive 
and helpful!   

Course Selection: 2022-2023 
School Year

Starting on January 18th, our course selection process for 
the 2022-2023 school year opened in Infinite Campus for 
our students.  Students and guardians are able to view their 
teachers’ course recommendations and make their own 
requests for courses for the 2022-2023 school year through 
the IC portal.  For help in navigating this process, please 
review this video:  https://youtu.be/APA2Laf589M.  All 
students in grades 8 through 11 must complete their course 
selection requests before Friday, January 28th.  If you have 
any questions or concerns, please contact your student’s 
current School Counselor. Starting in late January, our 
School Counselors will be meeting with students to discuss 
their requests and make any changes to the information in 
the portal.  Students, please plan on attending your course 
selection meeting with your Counselor as scheduled.  We 
look forward to collaborating with you!

Support for Students 
Who are Absent

As you know, we are dealing with high 
level absences for both students and staff 
this month, given the recent increase in 
Covid cases and isolation needs.  In order 
to support our students who are home, in 
addition to canceling our midterm exams, 
we are providing IEs each week through 
the month of January where students at 
home (and in school) can meet on Teams 
with teachers to receive extra support.  We 
hope this helps alleviate some of the added 
stress that we know comes with extended 
time out of the classroom.  Thank you to 
our teachers for their ongoing flexibility and 
commitment.  We will get through this!

January 2022

https://youtu.be/APA2Laf589M


Congratulations to our  
WHS Students of the Month 

January 2022 
 

 
Join us in celebrating our January WHS Students of the Month!   

We are so proud of each of you! 
 

Jeevan Jouhal 
Science 

 

Brayden Augustine 
Art and Music 

 

Bradley Quick 
Social Studies 

 
Alexa McCabe 
Language Arts 

 

Thomas Bridges 
NMTCC 

 

Michael Sapozhnikov 
Math 

 
Tijs Black 

Business/Technology/FCS 

 

Zoey Norpel 
Athlete 

 

Crystal Sacramento 
Good Citizen 

 
Brandon Bryson 

Kindness 

 

Amelia Heppe 
World Language 

 

Katherine Kooman 
Health/PE 

 
   

 



Congratulations to our reputable Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) club!  Once again, 
the WHS FBLA shines bright.  Twenty students recently placed at the 2021-2022 Regional Leadership 
Conference and earned the opportunity to compete at the upcoming State Leadership Conference in 
Hershey, PA.  We are so proud of our students and FBLA Advisors Mrs. Mulroy and Mrs. Kern.  
Congratulations to the following students (their competitive event and placement are indicated):

Danny Stanton Accounting 1   3rd place
Aditya Shah  Business Calculations  2nd place
Dora Stavenger Business Calculations  3rd place
Vishal Anand  Business Calculations  4th place
Michael Om  Business Communication 2nd place
Christina O’Farrell Business Law   1st place
Gianna Maiale  Business Law   2nd place
John McFarland Computer Problem Solving 3rd place
Ryan O’Farrell  Cyber Security   2nd place
Allison McCarty Human Resource Management 2nd place
Madison Gindea Human Resource Management 4th place
Trinity Nguyen Introduction to FBLA  1st place
Natalie Kraus  Introduction to FBLA  2nd place
Jordyn Halpern Introduction to FBLA  3rd place
Ashley Hiebert Intro to Financial Math 4th place
Amanda Brecher Marketing   1st place
Gavin Crowley Personal Finance  3rd place
James Castor  Political Science  2nd place
Reed Bram  Supply Chain Management 2nd place
Lilly Zhao  Supply Chain Management 3rd place

Thanks to our Future Teachers 
of America (FTA) student 
leaders.  The club organized an 
effort to spread holiday cheer to 
our teachers and to bring in the 
New Year with kind messages 
from their students.  Bundles 
of positivity were placed into 
teacher mailboxes before the 
winter vacation to thank teachers 
for the impact they make on 
students.  Thanks, FTA! 

Club Spotlights



Ms. Shahbazi gives a 
shout-out to her Chemistry 
students for their great work 
on a recent single replacement 
lab.  The students worked 
together and celebrated all the 
great things about Chemistry.

   

Mrs. Founds wants to give a shout-out to a few special “interior decorators”.  Diana Tran drew a design for 
a mural in classroom E10, purchased the paints, and completed the basic outline of the mural, as part of her 
National Art Honors Society (NAHS) Project.  Diana graduated in 2021, before the mural could be finished 
(given the Covid-related delays).  From there, Yesenia Kearns picked up the torch for her NAHS credits.  Yesenia 
recruited a partner – Kaitlin Spering – to help her finish the mural design.  It’s beautiful!  Mrs. Founds often 
reminds her students to “stop and smell the roses”; she encourages her students to take the time to slow down 
and appreciate the beauty all around them.  A powerful message…and a powerful mural.  Great job!

Check out our students in 
Racquet Sports.  They had a 
blast, finishing the semester with 
a unit of Ping Pong.  They showed 
off their eye-hand coordination 
and flexibility and had a lot of 
fun!

Student Shout-Outs



Mr. MacMinn gives a shout-out to his students 
who recently participated in a conservation of 
energy demonstration.  Check out the confidence 
that Michael Evans has in his equation!

Mrs. Minges-Klusman turned her classroom into a theater.  Her 12th grade ELA students recently performed 
scenes from Hamlet and brought the story to life using costumes and their charismatic personalities.  Great job, 
Thespians!  

Congrats to Madison Elwell '17 who was drafted to play for the 
Washington Spirit in the National Women’s Soccer League’s draft.  
Elwell was among  50 drafted players  and was the 15th overall 
pick. She played varsity soccer at WHS and college soccer at 
Vanderbilt University. While playing for the Commodores, she 
scored 12 goals and assisted on another 29 during her five seasons 
in Tennessee. Elwell also earned Second-Team All-SEC honors in 
each of her final three seasons at Vanderbilt. 

 Congrats to Jessica Edelson ‘17, one of 
three Duke University students who have 
been named Schwarzman Scholars, a 
program that funds one year of study in 
Beijing. Edelson will be among 151 scholars 
that will begin the program in August of 
2022.

Alumni Achievements



Tour Date Info for  
Prospective WHS Students

WHS is happy to share our 2021-2022 school 
year tour dates/times for prospective students 
and families from private, public, and charter 
schools who are interested in learning more 
about being a student at WHS.  Our Student 
Ambassadors will help guide our tours for 
families and our Counselors will be available to 
address questions about the transition.  Please 
see the schedule information below:
 
Unless noted below, there are two session 
options to choose from per day: 10:00 AM and 
1:00 PM 
• Tuesday 02/08/2022 
• Thursday 03/10/2022 
• Thursday 04/28/2022 
• Wednesday 05/25/2022 ( 1:00 PM only)

Student Supports 

As a reminder, WHS offers support to students 
during the school day through our Math and 
Writing Labs located  in the Library.  The 
Labs help support our second chance learning 
approach and we encourage our students to 
take advantage of the services.  Additionally, 
we have our Extended Learning Time (ELT) 
tutoring after-school.  Our STARS Tutoring 
Program is also in full-swing.  As a counterpart 
to our teacher-led Labs and ELT interventions, 
the Stars Tutoring program is an opportunity 
for students to support other students through 
a peer-tutoring model. Students can volunteer 
to either provide or receive help in specific 
subject areas. Last year, we had about 120 
students participate in this great program and 
we are hoping to have even more students work 
together this year. Meetings occur at mutually 
agreed upon times either during Study Hall, 
after-school, or during I/E periods. Students 
interested in STARS should complete an 
application, which can be found in the library 
or in the counseling office. You can also contact 
Mr. McCabe through Schoology or email him at 
bmccabe@wsdweb.org.

 Class of 2022 Information

Believe it or not, graduation is almost here!  The 
Commencement for the Class of 2022 will be held on 
Thursday, June 9th at 6:00 PM.  At this point, most of our 
seniors have ordered their caps, gowns and tassels.  If you 
have not done so, please be sure to order this graduation 
regalia immediately.  Please watch this short informational 
video, then place your order using the link that appears 
after the video.  If you are having difficulty paying for 
the items, please contact Dr. Lynne Blair.  CLICK HERE 
TO WATCH VIDEO   Thank you!  Click here for more 
information for all of the Class of 2022 updates: Class of 
2022 webpage.

Message from the WSD Nursing 
Department

REMINDER: If your student tests positive for COVID-19 
or is identified as a close contact outside of school, please 
use the form links below to report this information to the 
Wissahickon COVID Liaison.  You will be contacted on 
or before the next school day. While you are waiting to be 
contacted, please keep the positive student and close contact 
siblings home and quarantined.  We appreciate your ongoing 
support and partnership!

Close Contact Report: https://forms.gle/LH89nLpiJv57bjjF9

Positive COVID-19 Report:  
https://forms.gle/CVyTPuG9ru9toDHr5 

Staffing Updates

Mr. Almeida is out of the building on a short-term leave.  
In his absence, we will be covering his classes with a WHS 
certified Math teacher who is taking on an additional class, 
given that we were unable to find a substitute teacher.  We 
wish Mr. Almeida all the best on his leave and thank the 
Math Department for their excellent team-work.  At the 
start of the second semester, WHS welcomes Mrs. Hinde 
back from her maternity leave!  Ms. Schneider has done 
an excellent job in her place during the first semester.  Our 
students in Ms. Ryales’ Spanish classes will be getting Ms. 
Schneider in their classes beginning in February when Ms. 
Ryales goes out for a long-term leave.  We wish Ms. Ryales 
the best as well and welcome back Ms. Schneider in a 
different role!  

https://view.vidreach.io/viewer/reach/ea528bb5-6689-4dc2-8dd0-afcd43ca5f49/aff469ea-d584-4d19-8676-e27b3aa2d005/8b1fca7b-3cdb-44d3-a7fd-ffe52a90058f?pk_campaign=aff469ea-d584-4d19-8676-e27b3aa2d005
https://view.vidreach.io/viewer/reach/ea528bb5-6689-4dc2-8dd0-afcd43ca5f49/aff469ea-d584-4d19-8676-e27b3aa2d005/8b1fca7b-3cdb-44d3-a7fd-ffe52a90058f?pk_campaign=aff469ea-d584-4d19-8676-e27b3aa2d005
https://www.wsdweb.org/schools/wissahickon-high-school/school-resources-forms/class-information/class-of-2022
https://www.wsdweb.org/schools/wissahickon-high-school/school-resources-forms/class-information/class-of-2022
https://forms.gle/LH89nLpiJv57bjjF9
https://forms.gle/CVyTPuG9ru9toDHr5


BOYS’ SWIMMING
The Wissahickon Boys’ Swim and Dive team is excited to start competing again. With Covid changing 
daily, some of our previous meets had been postponed preventing us from competing.   During our first 
meet against Hatboro-Horsham, Tyler Shilling made his district consideration time for the 100 Butterfly.  
We are also very excited to have two new divers (with all dive requirements met) to start competing 
in meets.  First year diver Nolan Pounds won first place in the diving competition (against HH) while 
successfully completing all of his dives.

GIRLS’ SWIMMING
The Girls’ Swimming and Diving team has only had two 
meets so far as a couple have been postponed. We are 1 
and 1 with some great performances, including many 
personal best times. Three girls have achieved the District 
One Consideration cuts - Sara Pickel, Regan Santoro 
and Ava Walters. We expect more swimmers to get their 
cuts as the season progresses, and are looking forward to 
having many more personal bests.

WRESTLING
The Wrestling team is not off to a great start 
record wise (2-6), but the team is slowly coming 
together and getting better every day. Captain, 
Nathanael Chez currently leads the team with an 
individual record of 10-4. Seniors Joey Connolly 
and Charley Jones have also stepped up to 
become strong team leaders. We are looking 
forward to the rest of the season!



BOYS’ TRACK
The Boys’ Track and Field team has shown well so far with several post-season qualifiers already. Isaiah Marc 
is under the State standard for both the 60 and 200 dashes, while the Meet of Champion qualifiers include 
Jaylen Foster (60m), Chase Bethea and Isaiah Marc (400m), Aditya Shah (triple Jump) and the 4x200 relay 
team of Foster, Marc, Bethea and Rowan Aten.

GIRLS’ TRACK
The Wissahickon Girls’ Indoor Track & Field team has competed in 3 meets 
to date and has enjoyed much success so far this season, bringing home a total 
of 22 medals. In addition, several individuals have qualified for the Meet of 
Champions including Lena Perlmutter in the pole vault, Mila Jovanovic in 400 
and 800 meters, and Jessica Palish in 60 meter dash and 200 meters. 

BOYS’ BASKETBALL
The Boys’ Basketball team is off to a good start. At the halfway point they are 8-3, and getting contributions 
from numerous players. Guards Earl Stout, Dom Vacchiano, and Jaylon Williams have been strong offensively 
putting up good numbers every night, and the senior leadership of Josh Twersky, Morgan Wilson, and Phil 
Dias have set a tone and created a daily atmosphere and attitude for success. If the team continues on this path, 
they have a great opportunity for a post-season run.

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
The Girls’ Basketball team is off to a good start as well.  Posting a winning record (5-4) to date, the girls are 
looking to keep this momentum and finish the season strong.


