
Students Explore Manufacturing and Trade Careers at MANUFEST
 
On Tuesday, March 12, Wissahickon Middle school took 19 students to participate in the Montgomery County 
Manufacturing and Trades Expo (MANUFEST) at the Greater Philadelphia Expo Center in Oaks. MANUFEST 

provided students with an opportunity to see over 70 displays, 
meet prospective employers, and ask business representatives 
questions about manufacturing and trades careers. The field 
trip is part of an ongoing effort to ensure college and career 
readiness as part of the district and state’s Act 339 initiative.  The 
career fair provided students with exposure to future job and 
training opportunities, many of which were from our local area, 
as well as real life displays of employment options and training 
opportunities.  Our middle school students were also joined by 
some of our high school students, and Wissahickon was one of 38 
local school districts who participated in the event.     
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Eleven Students Compete in You Be the Chemist Challenge

On March 9, WMS sent the following eleven students to compete in the You Be the Chemist Challenge at Dow 
Chemical in Collegeville:  Alex Bailey, Weaver Goldman, Vikram Iyer, Kendra Kim, Kevin Lobo, Allison 

Meng, Ryan O’Farrell, Devon Szczepkowicz (Yosua), David 
Suh, Brendan Vossen, Andy Wang. 

The You Be The Chemist Challenge® is an interactive academic 
contest that encourages students in grades 5-8 to explore 
chemistry concepts and their real-world applications. The 
Challenge provides a unique opportunity for a variety of 
individuals and organizations—including schools, members of the 
chemical industry, educators, and other community partners—to 
come together and show their support for STEM education.

There were four top winners invited to move on to the State 
Competition on April 27. We are pleased to announce that two out of the four winners are moving on to states 
are from WMS!  Please congratulate Ryan O’Farrell (second place) and Weaver Goldman (fourth place)!



MathCounts Going for Gold

The WMS MathCounts team has had an exciting winter 
competition season.  After qualifying for states by winning their 
regional competition in February, the team traveled to Harrisburg 
on March 15 to compete against the 24 best schools in the state.  
Representing WMS were eighth graders Vincent Zhang, Kendra 
Kim, Andy Wang, and Ryan O’Farrell.   

The team had practiced dozens of hours in preparation for states 
and it showed.   The level of teamwork during the team round 
drew attention from those in the testing room and WMS finished 
the season ranked fifth in the state out of 279 registered schools.  
Vincent, Kendra, and Andy all placed in the top 25% after placing 
in first, third, and fifth at regionals, respectively.  Ryan had also 
placed among the top ten at regionals and seventh grader Michael 
Sapozhnikov placed 11th.  Ethan Furman, Kenneth Cobbs, and 
Anoosha Shukla had impressive showings, as well.  

The competition part of MathCounts has one final event as they 
have been invited to participate in the prestigious Lower Merion 
Invitational Math Tournament in May. LIMT attracts only the 
most competitive programs in the area and we always look 
forward to seeing how we measure up.

While members of team were preparing for Harrisburg, members 
of the club have simultaneously been working on a project that 
will be submitted to the MathCounts Foundation to earn Gold Level club status.  Gold is the highest level 
of recognition awarded by the foundation and only the top clubs with the greatest level of participation and 
involvement can receive this honor.  The WMS Club is aiming to earn gold for a state record twelfth consecutive 
year.  

This year, the club has created a game called Mathopoly, which as you may have guessed, is a math themed 
version of the popular board game with a similar name.  The level of detail the group has attended to has to be 
seen to be believed!  Major contributors to the project include Sophia Li, Tiffany Liu, and Anuyha Suhas, as 
well as most members of the official school team.

In other news, the Spring Club will open its doors on Tuesday, April 9.  Although the primary focus continues to 
be on honing our problem solving and critical thinking skills, we also have fun learning games of strategy in the 
spring. As of press time, there are still openings in the Spring Club.  Interested students can stop by room 256 or 
email Mr. D at tdeckebach1@wsdweb.org for more information.

Save the Date: Ninth Grade Student Orientation

Ninth Grade Student Orientation
Friday,  August 23, 2019
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Be ready for fun, team-building, and a great start to the 2019-20 school year!



Black Dog Jazz Band Earns Top Awards This Season

The Black Dog Band has been extremely busy these past few months, competing at several local middle school 
jazz band festivals.  At each festival, local middle and junior high schools perform their three best selections for 
a panel of up to three judges.  These judge panels are comprised of both professional musicians and current or 
former music educators.  They provide commentary for the bands to improve throughout the season, as well as, 
ratings.  The best rating is a Superior and is extremely hard to earn.

The Black Dog Band has consistently improved throughout the season with their three competition songs, 
“Change Up,” “Goodbye My Heart,” and “A Good Night in New Orleans.”  “Change Up” is a medium swing song 
that features many soloists and a traditional swing style.  “Goodbye My Heart” is a traditional rock style ballad 
that features eighth grader Michael Evans, on the Alto Sax.  “A Good Night in New Orleans” is a New Orleans 
style, street beat inspired, second-line tune with the familiar melody of “Goodnight Ladies” from Meredith 
Wilson’s musical, The Music Man. 

The Black Dog Band has earned several Superior ratings this season while also taking home several top section 
awards for Best Rhythm Section and Best Trombone Section.  These awards are given to the band with the best 
sections, selected by the judges.  These awards are very hard to earn and the Black Dog Band worked hard to 
deserve them!

Finally, each of these shows offer soloist awards for the best soloist in the band, as well as, best overall soloist for 
the night.  The Black Dog Band has seen many students come home with these awards, including Ryan O’Farrell 
on alto sax, Diamante Daniel on bari sax, and Josh Kobar on trumpet.  At the Tohickon Middle School Jazz 
Band Festival, “The Big Toh Jam,” Josh was recognized as the top soloist of the night!



Student Council Brings School Spirit to WMS 

From planning a Pep Rally to Spirit Week to our Annual Food 
Drive, our Student Council is eager to lead activities throughout 
the Middle School. We kicked off the year with a Spirit Week that 
led us into our Fourth Annual Pep Rally. Spirit Week consisted of 
Pajama Day, Philly Sports Day, Dress as your Favorite Character/
Meme Day, Blackout Day and Team Color Day. There was a 
high participation rate amongst both students and staff. Each 
day, winners of each grade level were rewarded with a Wawa gift 
card. The Pep Rally was a blast this year! Student athletes and Fall 
Sports teams were recognized, and the other main events included 
a Lip Sync Battle and a Tug of War contest. The students who 
participated in the Lip Sync Battle did an incredible job and really 
pumped up the crowd! For Tug of War, it was a close race between 
the students and staff, but the staff pulled out a win! 

For our food drive, held throughout the month of February, WMS 
collected 607 items, which weighed in at over 500 pounds! All 
of the items were delivered to the Mattie Dixon Food Cupboard. 
Student Council also organized Stop the Bop, which raised over 
$250.00 for the Make a Wish Foundation. Our very own Student 
Council Advisor, Mr. Baldassano, sang holiday music until we 
met (even exceeded) our goal. Thankfully, it only took about 15 
minutes to “Stop the Bop.” 

For the spring, our students are planning a Trivia Night. We hope 
to see a great turnout!

22 Students Participate in 2019 Montgomery County Media and Design 
Competition 

Out of the 22 students who attended the competition, 15 students placed in the top three for their respective 
categories; four of these students came in first place, securing them a spot at the state level, where they will travel 
to Dickinson College on May 22nd, to showcase their work. 

• Olivia Seo and Thalia Tsiobikas - 1st place, Animation
• Cameron Blumberg – 1st place, Digital Movie
• Elizabeth Beek - 1st place, Logo & Graphic Design
• Kelly Lee, Kendra Kim, and Kaili Kniffen – 2nd place, 

Animation
• Daniel Socia and Matt Winkowski – 2nd place, Logo & 

Graphic Design
• Ethan Furman and Weaver Goldman – 2nd place, 

Programming
• Michael Sapozhnikov – 2nd place, Web Page Design
• Isabel Kim and Pelin Yuksel – 3rd place, Digital Movie
• Jada Johnson – 3rd place, Logo & Graphic Design



Annual Career Day Draws 48 Guest Speakers 

On Wednesday, March 27, 2019 the entire WMS student body participated in Career Day.  Students had the 
opportunity to listen to numerous presentations from business professionals in our school community. Students 
attended five presentations on five different professions, throughout the morning. Our goal was to provide 
Career Pathways among all clusters based on the Pennsylvania Career Zone.  Career Day provides a forum for 
students to learn about the many paths an individual may take in order to enter a specific profession.  Students 
became familiar with each speaker’s career, including their educational backgrounds, the importance of their 
high school careers, the specific skills required for their profession, the financial prospects of their profession, 
other career paths within their profession, and personal career and life lessons.  Career Day encourages our 
students to consider the major life decisions that they will need to make in the future. If you are interested in 
participating in future Career Day activities, please contact Mr. Gus Baldassano at 215-619-8110, ext. 7034 or by 
email at Gbaldassano@wsdweb.org.

The WMS School Counseling Department would like to thank the following individuals for volunteering their 
time to speak with our students:

• Dolores Adriaanse: College Consultant, Philadelphia 
Education Fund

• Stacy Anderson: WHS Career School Counselor
• Joseph Baldasano: Electrical Engineer, Lockheed 

Martin
• Dean Carr: Civil Engineer, McMahon Associates
• Rik Alison: Music Director, Paul Green School of 

Rock
• Dr. David DeMatteo: Forensic Psychologist, Drexel 

University
• Dr. Lee Goldberg: Cardiologist, University of 

Pennsylvania
• Alfred Gruenke: Electrical Engineering, FC Schmidt
• Sgt. Joe Fenerty & Officer Bianca DeLuca: 

Whitpain Police Department
• Jill Lafferty: Physical Therapist 
• United States Drug Enforcement Agency: 

Attorney, Intelligence Analyst, & Special Agents
• Sheryl Weed & Tom Wulderk: Montgomery 

County Adult Probation Officers
• Frank Torrente & Malcolm Roach: Montgomery 

Country Technical Career Center
• Christina DeLaurentis: Presentation Designer, 

AstraZenca Pharmaceuticals
• Meg English:  Hair Stylist, Colorist & Master Trainer,  

Barberella Salon
• Dr. Martin Deetz: Scientist & Chemist, Dow DuPont
• David DeTora: Director of Development Quality, 

Merck & Co. 
• Dr. James Anderson:  Statistician, Merck & Co.
• Timothy Berger: Attorney & EMT,  Paul, Flandreau, & 

Berger LLP/Riddle Health Services
• Dr. Yelena Sapozhnikov: Research Chemist, US 

Department of Agriculture
• Elizabeth Cobbs: Executive Director, Merck & Co.
• Officer Beth Sanborn: Lower Gwynedd Police 

Department
• Richard Harris: Lead Electrical Instructor, Associated 

Builders & Contractors
• Emily Cohen: Immigration Attorney, Steel, Doebley & 

Glassman, PC
• Megan Lettieri: Nurse Practitioner
• Emily Cutler:  Educational Consultant, Cutler 

College Counseling
• Dick Jerardi: Sports Writer & Broadcaster, 

Pliladelphia Daily News
• Kwan Morrow: Digital & Social Media Marketer, KM 

Digital Relations
• Rick Wargo: Health Care Date Architect, Syapse
• Ken Frebowitz: Certified Public Accountant, Herbein 

& Company, Inc. 
• Tina Costello: Sales & Marketing, Beasley Broadcast 

Group
• Frank Dunsmore: Archaeologist, AD Marble
• Honorable Judge Suzan Leonard: District 

Magistrate
• Honorable Judge Edward Levine: District 

Magistrate
• Stephen Perry: Creative Director, Bailey Brand 

Consulting
• Kevin Labick: Global Head of Digital Strategy & 

Experience Design, EPAM Systems
• Sandra Honeycutt: Physician Assistant, Pinnacle ENT
• Claudine Paccio: Entrepreneur & Consultant, 

INSIGHTity LLC
• Joyce Keller: Interior Designer, Joy Pario, LLC
• Vanesa Castillo: Clinical Researcher, Covance
• Brian Havrilla: Hospital Business Manager, Alkermes, 

Inc. 
• United States Secret Service
• Bill McFarland: Security Software Sales, ProofPrint



Students and Athletes of the Month

This month, our two Students of the Month are Lily Zhao and Drew Roman. Lily and Drew were selected based 
on their positive contributions to WMS, strong interest in learning, involvement in school/community programs 
and great character and citizenship.

Our two Student Athletes of the Month are Laila Cottom and Jordan Tabakin. Laila and Jordan were selected 
based on their displays of good sportsmanship, respect, “team before self ” mentality, commitment and demon-
stration of outstanding character, in addition to their athletic skill levels.

Please join us in recognizing these students’ positive contributions to the WMS learning community. Photos of 
these four students are currently on display in the Atrium hallway.

Career Day, continued



Sold Out Shows for Bye Bye Birdie

The seventh and eighth grade Drama Club students 
were dancing and singing in the aisles in their recent 
performances of “Bye Bye Birde”!  Sixty-five students 
made up the talented cast and crew for this year’s 
production.  The students, under the Direction of Mrs. 
Susan Brown and Choreographer Mrs. Julie Williams, 
performed to four sold out crowds on February 28 
through March 2.  Stay tuned for the Sixth grade 
musical, “Seussical, Kids” that is scheduled for May 3 
and 4.

Staff Spotlight: 
Kathy Schweitzer, Reading 

Specialist 

Birthday: February 11

Years at WMS:  6 years here at WMS, 4 years at 
WHS, 11 years at BBE.  21 years total in WSD

Family:  I am the very proud mother of two gentle-
men.  Adam, age 31 and Michael, age 30.  Adam is 
currently in medical school for Family Practice Med-
icine. Michael is a Software Engineer for WeWork. 
Both of my sons live on the West Coast. Adam lives 
with his wife Jacqueline and Michael lives with his 
soon to be wife, Isabella. 

Favorite food: Dark Chocolate and Scones.  They 
do have nutritional value!

Favorite movie:  The Princess Bride 

Favorite season: Summer because I like to garden 
and enjoy lots of sunshine.  The best part of summer 
is I get to nap in my hammock.

Favorite color:  Blue

Favorite holiday: Thanksgiving.  It’s a holiday with 
delicious food, surrounded by your family and it 
doesn’t require presents.

First job: At 16 I worked at an Ice cream Drive-In 
where I learned how to make triple decker soft ice 
cream twist cones.  

Hobbies: Gardening, painting, making stained glass 
windows, pottery.  I am a “Jane” of all trades when it 
comes to my hobbies.   

Have you ever traveled outside of the U.S.?  
Yes. I have traveled to Norway, Sweden, Israel, 
France, Canada and St. Thomas.  

Watch Principal Beth 
Bauer’s Video Blog!

Mrs. Bauer shares information about 
Reading Olympics, PSSA testing, and 
spring concerts.

WATCH BLOG

https://www.wsdweb.org/schools/wissahickon-middle-school/principals-video-blog

