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Career Day Returns to WMS  
Volunteers Needed

The Wissahickon Middle School Career Day is scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 18, 2020 from 7:15 am to 11:00 am. Career Day provides all WMS 
students the opportunity to see many different professions.

We will need many volunteers who are willing to discuss their professions. 
We would like to provide a wide variety of professions to offer to our 
students. Our goal is to provide Career Pathways among all clusters based 
on the Pennsylvania Career Zone. Please visit the following link for more 
information- https://www.pacareerzone.org/clusters. We are specifically 
searching for individuals in the following professions/clusters:

1. Agriculture, Food & Natural Resource: some professions under this 
category include refuse and recyclable materials collectors, farm managers 
and workers, agricultural equipment operators, environmental engineers, 
biological technicians to name a few from this cluster.  
2. Architecture & Construction: some professions under this category 
include construction managers, civil engineers, brick masons, insulation 
workers, iron workers, electrical power-line installers and repairers, 
carpenters, electricians, and landscaping to name a few from this cluster.  
3. Finance & Insurance: some professions under this category include 
treasurers and controllers, actuaries, personal financial advisors, accountants, 
financial analysts, insurance sales agents to name a few from this cluster.  
4. Government & Public Administration: some professions under 
this category include financial examiners, postmasters, environmental 
compliance officers, occupation health and safety specialists, construction 
and building inspectors, tax examiners and collectors to name a few from 
this cluster. 
5. Hospitality: some professions under this category include food service 
managers, chefs, travel agents, janitorial workers, hotel desk clerks, waiters/
waitresses, to name a few from this cluster.  
6. Human Services: some professions under this category include funeral 
service managers, neuropsychologists and clinical neuropsychologists, 
psychologists, personal care aides, healthcare social workers, childcare 
workers, and hairdressers, to name a few from this cluster.  
7. Manufacturing: some professions under this category maintenance 
and repair workers, team assemblers, first line supervisors of production, 
inspectors, machinists, etc. to names a few

If you have a profession in one of these categories or know any individuals in 
one of these categories that may be interested in volunteering on Career Day, 
please have them contact Gus Baldassano with his/her name, profession, job 
title, employer, and contact information. Gus Baldassano may be reached at 
Gbaldassano@wsdweb.org or at 215-619-8110 ext. 7034.

Respect, Responsibility, 
Relationships

 
   The 2019 – 2020 school year is off to a great 
start. We began the year on Monday, August 26, 
2019, spending time outside, getting to know our 
classmates and teachers. During the hour and a 
half of rotations, students and teachers engaged in 
getting to know you ice breakers and reviewed our 
theme and expectations for the year of Respect, 
Responsibility and Relationships. We talked about 
what it means to be respectful in our words and 
actions, how we can fulfill our responsibilities in 
our use of technology and behaviors in the cafeteria 
and how to build positive relationships with 
students and adults using our manners. The weather 
cooperated and a good time was had by all.
   The first week was rounded out with short grade 
level meetings to introduce key members of support 
within WMS and review those 3R expectations. 
New WMS Swag was won by many. The 6th graders 
also attended an assembly program, facilitated by 
Sterlen Barr. Sterlen and his grouped rapped and 
danced with the students about the 3R’s and our 
school-wide expectations.
   The theme of Respect, Responsibility and 
Relationships is permeating throughout the 
building. New decals are displayed throughout the 
school and these qualities have been incorporated 
into the Student of the Month selections. 
Additionally, we have initiated a new recognition 
program, where students and staff can recognize 
members of the WMS Community for exemplifying 
the 3R’s. The nominations will be recognized on the 
daily news and their names will be entered into a 
monthly drawing to win WMS Swag.
   As we move through the year, we will continue 
to implement new ideas and revisit the theme of 
Respect, Responsibility and Relationships.



Staff Spotlight 
LeeAnn Marchesi, 6th Grade Teacher, Cavaliers Team

Birthday?  February 12th
Years at WMS?   This is my 1st year at WMS, and my 6th year in the district.
Family:  I have two incredible kids, Elizabeth in 5th grade and Eli in 2nd grade. We are big Philly 
sports fans!
Favorite food?  Sushi and Pizza are my favorites
Favorite season?  Fall is my favorite season, for sure. I like wearing jeans and flip flops, with a 

hoodie. Fall is also Field Hockey season and that is my favorite sport. Also, I can’t forget about my EAGLES in the fall!
Favorite color?  Purple
Favorite holiday?   4th of July. There is something special about the fireworks, beach, watermelon and time with the 
family.
First job? I have a heart for helping people and I worked at Doylestown Hospital.
Have you ever traveled outside of the U.S.?  Yes, I studied abroad in Europe, and London is one of my favorite places in 
the world.
Favorite book?  There are so many, I can’t pick just one. I prefer reading Non-Fiction.  
Hobbies?   I am a runner and power lifter, that also enjoys running half-marathons. I ran my first half-marathon in San 
Francisco, CA. I sign up for half-marathons around the world, and that is how I explore the country.

This month, our two Students of the 
Month are Gina Lim - 8th Grade- 
Pioneers and Steven Busch - 8th 
Grade-Pride. Gina and Steven were 
selected based on their positive 
contributions to WMS, strong interest 
in learning, involvement in school/
community programs and great character 
and citizenship.

Our two Student Athletes of the Month 
are Ava Rocco - Girls Soccer and Sam 
Grossberg - Boys Soccer.  Ava and Sam 
were selected based on their displays 
of good sportsmanship, respect, “team 
before self ” mentality, commitment and 
demonstration of outstanding character, 
in addition to their athletic skill levels.

Please join us in recognizing these students’ 
positive contributions to the WMS learning 
community. Their photos are on display in 
the Atrium hallway.

Students & Athletes of the Month

Watch Principal Beth 
Bauer’s Video Blog!

Mrs. Bauer shares information about after-school clubs, the upcoming 
Veterans Day Breakfast, Parent/Teacher Conferences and more! 

VIEW BLOG

WMS Art Club
Art Club is open to all middle school students 
who enjoy art. Members will be given an 
opportunity to experiment with a variety of art 
media while relaxing and socializing and work 
on projects that would not normally be presented 
in their regular art class. Our students are mainly 
doing a lot of freestyle drawing independently. 
Others are working on individual paintings 
(watercolor and acrylic), origami, and maybe we 
may get to clay art in the near future.

Meeting times will generally be the first Tuesday 
of the month for sixth grade with the exception of 
November due to In-service and for seventh and 
eighth grade we will meet on the first Thursday of 
the month.

Contact information
Advisor: Derrick Bean

https://www.wsdweb.org/schools/wissahickon-middle-school/principals-video-blog


The fall session of 6th grade After School Sports has been a blast! Over 75 students 
participated in our 5-week program that began on September 17th. Students 
participated in a wide variety of games and sports activities during our Tuesday and 
Thursday sessions. Not only did they have an opportunity to have fun, get exercise and 
learn some new games, they also were able to reconnect with friends and to make new 
connections with fellow 6th grade students from other pods. 

In February, 6th grade students who did not yet have an opportunity to participate 
in our after school program will have top priority to register for the spring session. 
Permission forms will be sent home via homeroom teachers in the beginning of 
February.

I have enjoyed the enthusiastic participation of our students in the after school sports 
program and I look forward to our spring session.

Fall Sports Summary
Keith Thompson,  Athletic Director

In September, approximately 370 students 
participated in tryouts for our 14 teams. 
293 students competed on our 7th and 8th 
grade Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer, Girls’ Tennis, 
7th and 8th grade Field Hockey, 7th and 8th 
grade Volleyball, Varsity and JV Football, 
Boys’ and Girls’ Cross Country, and Cheer 
teams. The teams played two, and sometimes 
three competitions each week, and practiced 
on every day there was not a competition. 

Our teams finished their seasons with the 
following won/loss records. Girls' Soccer, 
7th grade 5-3-1, 8th grade 2-6-1. Boys' 
Soccer 7th grade 1-7-1, 8th grade 3-3-1. 
Field Hockey, 7th grade 7-2, 8th grade 
8-1-1. Volleyball, 7th grade 6-2, 8th grade 
4-4. Cross Country 3 - 1 in dual meets, 
and many top-10 finishers in two large 
invitational meets. Girls’ Tennis finished 
undefeated, 8-0, and won first place 
in four of the five flights at the League 
Tournament.  The two football teams play 

one game a week, and their schedule extends until November 11. The JV team is 1 - 1, 
and the Varsity team is 0-2.

6th Grade After School Sports Highlights
Ms. Kelly Rosa-Bian



On November 11, both the Varsity and JV football squads will host Abington 
Junior High in a Monday Night Football clash at the Wissahickon High 
School stadium. WMS student groups will sing the National Anthem, operate 
a concession stand, cheer from the bleachers, and celebrate #wissnation. At 
halftime, we will honor attending Veterans with a ceremony on the field. 
Varsity kickoff is 6PM, and a shortened JV game will follow immediately 
after. 

We encourage all WMS families to attend and celebrate our Wissahickon 
community!

It is already time to think about next season. Winter sports tryouts for Girls’ Basketball began last week and Boys’ Basketball 
and Wrestling will begin in December. Athletes must complete and submit physical exam and PIAA paperwork before tryouts. 
The forms are available in Mr. Burke’s office, or on the Middle School webpage by clicking on “Athletics.” Students wanting to 
participate in a sport should listen to the daily announcements for important information from the coaches.

Finally, as a complete #wissnation, we encourage students to attend sporting events as spectators. Spectators must have a 
completed spectator pass on file in Mr. Burke’s office. Passes are available in the office, or on the Middle School web page by 
clicking on “Athletics.” All spectators must meet in the LGI immediately after school, and are responsible for obeying the 
directions given by the teacher-in-charge. Spectators need to be picked up by 4:15 on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and by 5:15 on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, or s/he will be required to ride home on the activity bus.

Calling All WMS Football Fans

Winter Sports Tryouts

WMS Fall 2019 Parent/Teacher 
Conference Information

Fall Conferences will be held on November 25 and 26, 2019.  
Parent/teacher conferences are an opportunity for teachers and 
parents to address student concerns and to develop plans to 
assist struggling students moving forward in their education.  
Teams have identified those students with the greatest need and 
will have made prior arrangements to meet with their parents.  
Other parents/guardians may schedule a time in the remaining 
time slots by clicking here.  Please Note:  Parent/teacher 
conferences are not required.

American Education Week is being recognized 
during the week of November 18th through 
November 22nd. Parent Visitation Day at 
the Middle School is scheduled for Thursday, 
November 21st, from 8 AM to 11 AM. This 
is a great opportunity for you to visit some 
of your child’s classes and see all of the great 
learning that is taking place in school. 

Parent Visits:  American 
Education Week

WMS Blood Drive
Wissahickon Middle School - Gym #1
Tuesday, November 26, 2019
2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Please contact Cindy Bassett or call 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: wissahickonm
to schedule an appointment

https://www.wsdweb.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsID=3713
https://www.wsdweb.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsID=3713

