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This month, our two Students of 
the Month are Grayson Ruffner and 
Gianni Hall. Grayson and Gianni 
were selected based on their positive 
contributions to WMS, strong interest 
in learning, involvement in school/
community programs and great 
character and citizenship.

Our two Student Athletes of the 
Month are Kyle Lehman – Football 
and Mila Jovanovich – Cross Country. 
Kyle and Mila were selected based on 
their displays of good sportsmanship, 
respect, “team before self ” mentality, 
commitment and demonstration of 
outstanding character, in addition to 
their athletic skill levels.

Please join us in recognizing these 
students’ positive contributions to the 
WMS learning community. Their photos 
are on display in the Atrium hallway.

Students & Athletes of the Month Attendance Matters

Punctuality and regular attendance are important life 
priorities that can lead to success. They create positive 
first impressions when meeting people, are essential 
for success in the workforce and can lead to less stress.
Punctuality and attendance in school contribute to 
a positive learning environment. Habitual lateness 
to school equates to missed classwork, a need to be 
continually playing catch up and creates a bad habit. 

This year the Middle School is focusing on instilling 
good attendance habits in our students. Through 
discussions with students and parents, we are focusing 
on the importance of being on time for school. We 
will accomplish this by meeting with students who are 
habitually late, discussing with them their sleep habits 
and morning routines, identifying strategies that will 
help them be successful and partnering with parents 
to give them the support they need.

Our overall goal is the success of all students. By 
instilling these good practices at a young age, as 
the students move on to high school and beyond, 
they will be equipped with the skills necessary to 
be successful in all settings. We look forward to 
partnering with parents and another great academic 
year here at Wissahickon Middle School. 

The halls are alive with the sound 
of music!  The Chorus, Band and 
String programs have already 
started rehearsing for their winter 
concerts, as well as many other 
performances throughout the 
school year. The music programs 
are open to any interested middle 
school students. 

Musically-talented Students at WMS



Watch Principal Beth Bauer’s 
Video Blog!

Mrs. Bauer shares information about the Veterans Day 
Breakfast celebration and upcoming fundraising events!

VIEW BLOG

Birthday? May 3rd
Years at WMS?  First Year

Family:  I have a lovely wife 
named Lauren and 3 beautiful 

children Dylan (7th grade), Declan (5th Grade) and 
Darby (5th Grade).  Declan and Darby are fraternal 
twins.  Our dog is awesome and his name is Dexter.

Favorite food? Surf and Turf 

Favorite Super Hero?  Incredible Hulk  

Favorite team?  Philadelphia Sixers 

Favorite season?  Summer

Favorite color?  Red

Favorite holiday? Christmas 

First job? Counselor at basketball camps for my dad
Have you ever traveled outside of the U.S.?  Twice 
to Ireland, Honeymoon in St. Lucia & 40th birthday 
surprise to Jamaica

Hobbies? Playing basketball, reading, coaching/
volunteering, watching my kids play sports

JOIN US! The Wissahickon Educational Opportunities 
Foundation (WEOF) is hosting Sips, Samples and Songs to 
benefit students in the Wissahickon School District in the form 
of learning grants for all six schools. WEOF, a 501(c)3 charitable 
organization, expands and enhances a wide range of academic 
and extra-curricular programs ranging from music to math.  

Sips, Samples and Songs includes an evening of culinary, visual 
and musical delights including Music through the Decades 
Concert with River of Dreams, Taste of Wissahickon food 
sampling (beer/wine/soda included) and a Wissahickon Art 
Auction with artwork from students, staff and alumni. 

Among the featured artists are Mrs. Mauer’s 7th grade students 
- Shaun Jarrett, Ryan Matt, Nora Ryan, Daniel Lee, Josh 
Yulsman, Ian Valunas, Ryan Walker and Jaden Meyers. They 
created the beautiful ceramic bowl and flower frogs pictured 
below. Use the holes to make a colorful flower arrangement!   

Event details are as 
follows:

Saturday, October 20th 
from 7 to 10:30 pm, College 
Hall - Montgomery County 

Community College
340 DeKalb Pike, Blue Bell

Tickets are $50 each or 
two for $90 and can be 
purchased at weof.org.

Wiss Nation Hero
Our very own, Eva O’Brien, 
was selected as the recipient 
of the second annual Wiss 
Nation Hero Award recognizing  
her advocacy, leadership and 
support for Wissahickon 

students. Ms. O’Brien, a Special Education Assistant at 
WMS, is also an active volunteer who organized a new snack 
program for students who may be in need of a healthy meal 
over the summer. Congratulations Eva! 
P.S. Last year’s Wiss Nation Hero was also a WMS Staff 
member - Lenny Robinson - pictured with Eva!

Staff Spotlight
Kevin Burke

Assistant Principal
Grades 6 & 8 

https://www.wsdweb.org/schools/wissahickon-middle-school/principals-video-blog

