
WMS Career Day on Wednesday, March 18, 2020

WMS Career Day is Wednesday, March 18, 2020 from 7:15 a.m. 
to 11:00 a.m. This day provides all WMS students the opportunity 
to see many different professions. We are actively looking for 
guest speakers to share their career experiences with our students. 
We are specifically searching for individuals in the following 
professions and industries. Our goal is to provide Career Pathways 
among all clusters based on the Pennsylvania Career Zone. If you 
are interested in speaking or may know someone(s) who may be 
interested in speaking, please contact Gus Baldassano with their 
name, profession, job title, employer and contact information. 

• Agriculture, Food & Natural Resource: refuse and recyclable materials collectors, farm managers and 
workers, agricultural equipment operators, environmental engineers, biological technicians

• Architecture & Construction: construction managers, civil engineers, brick masons, insulation workers, 
iron workers, electrical powerline installers and repairers, carpenters, electricians, and landscaping; 

• Finance & Insurance: treasurers and controllers, actuaries, personal financial advisors, accountants, 
financial analysts, insurance sales agents  

• Government & Public Administration: financial examiners, postmasters, environmental compliance 
officers, occupation health and safety specialists, construction and building inspectors, tax examiners and 
collectors

• Human Services: funeral service managers, neuropsychologists and clinical neuropsychologists, 
psychologists, personal care aides, healthcare social workers, childcare workers, and hairdressers

• Manufacturing: nuclear equipment operation technicians, power distributors and dispatchers, power plant 
operators, industrial machinery mechanics, machinists, maintenance and repair workers

Contact Gus Baldassano: gbaldassano@wsdweb.org; 215-619-8110, extension 7034.

Fourth Annual Veterans Day Breakfast

Wissahickon Middle School welcomed 50+ veterans to its annual 
Veterans Day Breakfast on Monday, November 11. Veterans from the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard included community 
members and family members of our students and staff. The veterans 
were greeted by Student Council and cheerleaders. Our sixth graders 
help to serve breakfast. The Interact Club created decorations and goodie 
bags for the event. Four students read and presented an excerpt from the 
book, “America’s White Table.” There were musical performances by the 
String Ensemble, Wind Ensemble, and Select Chorus.  Wissahickon is thankful for all of those who served (and 
continue to serve) our country! 
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Important Information: Eighth Grade Course Selection for High School 2020-2021

Mrs. Agler and Mr. Baldassano will assist current eighth grade students and families throughout the course 
selection process for high school. Below, these are important tentative dates to be aware of during this process.  

• December 19, 2019: WHS administration, school counselors and high school students meet with the 
eighth grade teams to discuss WHS course selection process. 

• January 7-9, 2020: Mrs. Agler  and Mr. Baldassano distribute course selection information and students 
individualized course selection sheets. We encourage students and their families to review their course 
selection sheets and the WHS Program of Studies to determine the best courses for ninth grade.  
Click here to view the 2019 Program of Studies.

• January 8, 2020 at 12:15 p.m.: WHS administration and School Counseling Office provide an overview 
of the course selection process during the Home and School Association meeting in the WMS Library. 

• January 9, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.: During the WHS Program of Studies Night, WHS administration, school 
counselors and faculty host a forum for families and students at the high school to provide information about 
the Program of Studies for 2020-21. Eighth grade students may participate in a focused session in the Audion 
facilitated by current high school students while families attend the presentation in the Auditorium. Students 
and their families are encouraged to attend this event. 

• January 13 - 21, 2020: Teachers will share their recommendations with students. We ask that parents/
guardians refrain from contacting teachers about their recommendations until after the teachers have met with 
their students. 

• January 24, 2020: All course selection sheets must be signed by a parent/guardian and returned to the 
WMS School Counseling Office.

If you have any questions regarding the high school course selection process, please feel free to contact the 
Wissahickon Middle School School Counseling Office.

• Mrs. Becky Agler, Eighth Grade School Counselor: ragler@wsdweb.org or 215-619-8110 ext. 7031
• Mr. Gus Baldassano, System Support Counselor: gbaldassano@wsdweb.org or 215-619-8110 ext. 7034

Global Read Aloud 

Think of One Book, One Town but on a global level and you have the Global Read Aloud. Our Global Read 
Aloud activities took place October through mid-November where students and teachers connected with 
classrooms around the world. They discussed a great piece of current literature in their classroom. We used 
technology tools like Skype, Flipgrid, Padlet, and Kahoot to make our connections to the other classrooms. 
A few of the classes hosted a Mystery Skype where classes took turns asking yes or no questions and applied 
their geography skills to determine the other class’s location before discussing the novel. Some of Ms. Grosch’s 
students said it best, “I like it because other people are reading this book and they might have different thoughts 
about it.  It’s interesting to hear what other people think about the book.” and “I like the Global Read Aloud 
because I like the book.  It’s a good way to get kids into books.”

Ms. Grosch’s students connected with a 
class in Central Valley, CA.

Ms. Ford’s students Skyped with a class 
in Vermont.

Ms. Haig’s students met a class in
Anaheim, CA. 

Mrs. Smith’s class connected with a class 
in Canada.

https://www.wsdweb.org/schools/wissahickon-high-school/scheduling-grade-reporting-office


Students and Athletes of the Month

This month, our two Students of the Month are Emily Michaels (grade 7, Owls Team) and Ian Antonio (grade 
8, Patriots Team). Emily and Ian were selected based on their positive contributions to the middle school, strong 
interest in learning, involvement in school/community programs, and great character and citizenship.

Our two Student Athletes of the Month are Marina McLaughlin (Girls Basketball) and Martin Vandergrift 
(Cross Country). Marina and Martin were selected based on their displays of good sportsmanship, respect, 
“team before self ” mentality, commitment, and demonstration of outstanding character, in addition to their 
athletic skill levels.

Please join us in recognizing these students’ positive contributions to the WMS learning community. Photos of 
these four students are currently on display in the Atrium hallway.

Safety Procedures at the Middle School

Our staff and students have spent the first few months of school practicing our safety routines at the middle 
school. We have conducted successful fire drills, a bus evacuation drill, evacuation to an off-campus location and 
a Run/Hide/Resist drill.  During each of these coordinated and supervised drills, district employees and outside 
personnel worked collaboratively to educate our students and have them practice exiting the building safely.  
This year, we included Matt Roberto, Montgomery County Safety Coordinator, to assist us with our safety 
procedures.  Mr. Roberto’s oversight and feedback has been essential for improved attention to all of our safety 
systems. In addition, we have included the Ruvna app to assist with child accountability for all middle school 
staff this year.  Ruvna provides safe and easy notifications for staff to use in the event of a lockdown, fire, or other 
building emergency.  Ruvna allows school professionals to account for 100% of students and staff in the moments 
that matter most.    
Emphasized strategies and practices for each drill are listed below:

• Fire Drill – safe evacuation of building and accounting for all students and staff
• Bus Evacuation Drill - safe evacuation of bus and accounting for all students and staff
• Lockout Drill (Exterior Threat) – lock doors, limit visibility, and accounting for students and staff
• Run/Hide/Resist (Interior Threat) – decision-making by an adult to determine safest course of action, and 

accounting for students and staff
• Relocation Drill- safe evacuation of building, travel to off-campus location,  and accounting for students 

and staff
All drills are reviewed and discussed during our Crisis Management Team (CMT) meetings.  The team meets 
once a month to discuss safety protocols.  We are continually working to improve communication and establish 



Nominate an Alumni for 
2020 Wissahickon High 
School Hall of Fame 

Nominate faculty, family or a community member 
who is a Wissahickon High School or Ambler High 
School alumni!

1. The nominee is a graduate of Wissahickon High 
School for at least five (5) years at the time of 
nomination. Note: all graduates of Ambler High 
School are eligible for selection.
2. The nominee demonstrates exemplary achievement 
in the areas of post-graduate career accomplishments; 
leadership within career organizations/industries; 
community service and voluntary leadership in their 
community; prior recognition and honors; and/or 
innovative accomplishments.
3. The nomination provides evidence of how this 
nominee will serve as a positive role model worthy of 
student emulation.
4. The nomination includes a thorough and complete 
biography of the nominee.

Submission deadline: Sunday, March 1 at 11: 55 p.m.

Learn more and submit a nomination: https://
www.wsdweb.org/our-community/alumni/hall-
of-fame/

Staff Snapshot

Meet Julianne Lowenstein 
French Teacher

Birthday:  April 26

Years at WMS: This is first year at Wissahickon 
Middle School. 

Family: I have a puppy and three cats at home.

Favorite food:  I like Chinese food. 

Favorite season:  My favorite season is fall because 
I like the weather, and the changing leaves are 
pretty.  When I was in France during the fall season, 
I realized how much I missed fall because it’s so 
different there.

Favorite holiday: My favorite holiday is 
Thanksgiving. I like the tradition of being grateful 
and thankful. I also like the food and going to the 
Thanksgiving Parade in Philadelphia.  

First job: I started babysitting when I was in seventh 
grade. It was a kindergartner of a teacher. 

Traveled outside of the U.S.: I studied abroad 
in France and then lived there to teach for eight 
months. 

Favorite book: I do not have a favorite book, but I 
have favorite genres. I really like mysteries. 

Hobbies: I like to read, travel, ride my bike, and 
doing arts and crafts-type things. 

Watch Principal Beth 
Bauer’s Video Blog!

Mrs. Bauer shares a special message 
about Mr. Simmington and highlights 
the winter music performances. 

VIEW BLOG

https://www.wsdweb.org/our-community/alumni/hall-of-fame/
https://www.wsdweb.org/our-community/alumni/hall-of-fame/
https://www.wsdweb.org/our-community/alumni/hall-of-fame/
https://www.wsdweb.org/schools/wissahickon-middle-school/principals-video-blog

