
WMS Honors Mr. Jim Simmington

Recently, a group of WMS teachers, a 7th grade student and his mother, and members of the WHS National Honor 
Society rolled up their sleeves and attached 300 memorial patches onto the spring teams’ uniforms.  A huge thank you 
is extended to Mr. Keith Thompson, WMS Faculty Manager, for organizing the entire event. Thank you also to Mrs. 
Allyson Stover, Family Consumer Science teacher, for opening her classroom, coaching many novices on the sewing 
machine, and creating a spread of snacks for the participants. The group was honored to be visited and assisted by Jim 
Simmington’s wife, Phoebe, and her sister and sister-in-law. The family was overwhelmed by the spirit and enthusiasm 
that our school is showing to honor Jim. Middle school coaches will read this prepared statement to their student-
athletes this season: 

“Wissahickon Middle School lost a beloved teacher, coach, and friend when Jim Simmington passed away in 
November, 2019, after a brave battle with cancer.  Mr. Simmington helped create a lacrosse team at WMS, 
starting as a club and progressing to a competitive interscholastic team.  He then went on to coach the Varsity 
team at Wissahickon High School.  In everything he did, he is remembered for being positive, and for putting the 
needs of others ahead of his own.  Anyone who met him felt immediately important and respected because of Mr. 
Simmington’s universal kindness. Wissahickon Middle School teams will wear a memorial patch in memory of Mr. 
Simmington.  His initials are inside the Superman shield because Jim Simmington was like Superman:  he never 
stopped looking out for others, and the world is a better place because of this coach, this teacher, this father, this 
hero.”
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Geography Bee Winner - Lucas DeTora! 

The Social Studies Department is pleased to announce the winner of the WMS 
National Geography Bee for 2019-2020. Lucas will move on to take the qualifying test 
for the state competition. If he scores in the top 100 in PA, then he’s invited to the state 
competition in March. Congratulations, Lucas!



Students and Athletes of the Month

This month, our two Students of the Month are Elaine Lee, Hawks Team in grade 6, and Jackson Prince, 
Pride Team in grade 8.  Elaine and Jackson were selected based on their positive contributions to WMS, strong 
interest in learning, involvement in school/community programs and great character and citizenship.

Our two Student Athletes of the Month are Kamaha’o Bode, wrestling team, and Domenic Vacchiano, boys’ 
basketball.  Kamaha’o and Domenic were selected based on their displays of good sportsmanship, respect, “team 
before self ” mentality, commitment and demonstration of outstanding character, in addition to their athletic 
skill levels.

Please join us in recognizing these students’ positive contributions to the WMS learning community. Photos of 
these four students are currently on display in the Atrium hallway.

W-I-N-N-E-R-S! 

Congratulations to the middle school grade level winners of our annual Spelling Bee! 
All three grade level winners will compete on Friday, February 7 to determine the 
2020 WMS Spelling Bee Champion. 

Grade 6 
• Winner - Nick Mitchell
• Runner-up - Petra Lee

Grade 7
• Winner - Ellie Stein
• Runner-up - Evan Bananis 

Grade 8 
• Winner - Michael Sapozhnikov (Michael was the 

Champion Speller last year!)
• Runner-up - Kenneth Cobbs 



Wiss Cares - Community Service at WMS  

Student Council collected nearly 600 food items to donate to Philabundance. LEAP students collected children’s 
clothing for Cradles to Crayons. Thank you to everyone in our middle school community who supported and 
donated to these local organizations to help people in need! 

After School Club: Wiss Pals 

This after school club facilitates friendships between students with and without disabilities. Being involved in the 
program is a unique experience and is all about having fun while making connections both in school and outside 
in the community. Students participate in monthly activities after school, which include doing crafts and making 
snacks together. Wiss Pals works on team-building activities, participates in making an annual Thanksgiving 
feast, and attends school sporting events. The club also participates in various service projects for the community 
such as making sandwiches for a soup kitchen and sending handmade Valentine’s Day cards to children at 
CHOP.  Since the Wiss Pals began seven years ago, participation has steadily increased to over forty-five students. 
Participation has increased so much that we had to break into two smaller groups. The groups continue to 
provide opportunities for socialization with positive peer relationships, which leads to self-confidence, greater 
self-esteem and effective communication skills. Students in special education are included more by their general 
education peers as societal labels are pushed aside and replaced by understanding and genuine friendship. Wiss 
Pals has helped to build a stronger school community of students willing to reach out to others and make a 
difference.



Homework Club

Wissahickon Middle School hosts a Homework Club every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon, from October 
through the end of May.  Homework Club meets in the WMS library and is supervised by teachers, instructional 
assistants and select high school students looking to complete some service hours.  Homework Club begins at 
2:30 p.m. and ends at 4:20 p.m., therefore students who need the activity bus can receive transportation services.  
Students are referred to the after school support program by parents, teachers, counselors and/or coaches.  
Students are required to submit a completed permission slip in order to participate.  Students who attend 
Homework Club can work on assignments, study for tests and receive extra support for other disciplines like 
Writing, World Language and Math.

Homework Club also provides an opportunity for students to check their grades during each session.  Students 
are encouraged to review academic performance and report growth to the lead teachers of the program.  Each 
student receives an agreement to review and sign. Students also participate in an orientation presentation, 
focusing on expectations of the program.  The lead teachers or supervisors of Homework Club are in constant 
contact with the student’s teachers through our online OneNote.  The supervisors ask for work/assignments to be 
posted on OneNote and that information is shared amongst the grade levels.  Attendance is taken each session 
and the program has become so successful that there is now a waiting list.  If you have any questions or would 
like for your child to be added to the waiting list, please feel free to reach out to your student’s school counselor.      

Boys and Girls Who Code

The middle school offers two clubs for students to get involved in computer coding. The Boys Who Code and 
Girls Who Code clubs provide a sense of community and support for students to explore computer science 
in a fun and friendly environment. Our goal is to work collaboratively together to learn computer coding and 
develop projects that will help students build confidence and develop their creativity. Club members learn 
the essential concepts of loops, variables, conditionals, and functions that form the basis for all programming 
languages —whether they want to build a website, an app, or a game. Students also work to develop their skills of 
perseverance and diligence, as they collaboratively work toward projects they can share with a wider audience. 

Both clubs have been meeting weekly on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school. Many of our members were new 
to coding but have been working hard and learning from each other. We have coders of all experience levels who 
share ideas, have fun, and build friendships.     

MANUFEST Parent Workshop

Parents/Guardians are invited to attend a MANUFEST Workshop at the 
Montgomery County Community College on Wednesday, March 4 at 5:30 
p.m. - 6:30 p.m. This mini seminar includes breakout sessions where parents/
guardians will hear from leaders in the manufacturing industry on careers 
in advanced manufacturing, traits and skills that are required, why students 
should consider manufacturing careers, and certifications & trainings that 
lead to these high paying jobs.  

Click here to register or learn more about this workshop. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/what-parents-need-to-know-about-careers-in-manufacturing-for-your-children-tickets-89310844139


Sexuality and Healthy Relationships

Adolescent sexuality can be a challenging issue for students and parents alike. Several factors come into play that can 
have a large impact on how those conversations progress, but adolescents will have them one way or the other.  When 
youth feel supported and can be open about what they are struggling with, they generally experience greater confidence, 
wellness, and mental health.  

Try to keep the following in mind as you help create ‘safe spaces’ for your child to navigate issues of sexuality during 
adolescence.

1. Students need safe places and opportunities to talk.  Peers are often a chosen outlet for adolescents to express 
themselves, but those same peers may lack the maturity to help or are struggling with similar issues themselves.  
Many young people feel they have no one to talk to or are alone in their difficulty.   

2. Students need adults they respect and can communicate with, so keeping the lines of communication open is 
critical.  Sometimes a counselor or mentor can be helpful when children struggle to express themselves at home.  
This could be the key to greater self-expression in appropriate healthy ways. 

3. Students need and want the support and guidance of parents as they navigate adolescence.  Even though they may 
express the exact opposite message, adolescents actually do want help and support.  Listening is a great starting 
point. 

4. There are many counseling and educational resources available to assist students and parents as they navigate these 
challenges.   Moreover, some are available right in our school (see below) or are local agencies that stand ready to 
provide assistance and support. 

Additional resources for families
• The Center for Parenting Education website includes a ‘Resource Directory’ with resources for parents on multiple 

topics including but not limited to: LGBTQ issues, Child Development, and Bullying. 
 www.Centerforparentingeducation.org 

• Center for Disease Control and Prevention provides an excellent parent article on ‘Talking with Teens’ about 
Sex, healthy relationship building, and parenting tips.  Also provides additional resources to support parents and 
students. 
 www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/protective/pdf/talking_teens.pdf 

• Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services provides a broad range of services to assist 
children and families.  Check out the ‘Health and Human Service’ department and ‘Services’ tab to locate resources 
for issues such as LGBTQ, mental health, and health and wellness issues. 
 www.montcopa.org 

• Child and Family Focus is a local counseling agency that provides school based outpatient therapy (at WMS) and 
other family support services. 
 www.childandfamilyfocus.org 

• Aldersgate Youth Service Bureau provides student support groups (at WMS), individual counseling, and student 
mental health and drug and alcohol assessments. 
 www.aldersgateservices.org

Parents are encouraged to contact their child’s school counselor for additional information.  The counseling department 
is available to provide support and direction for accessing school and community based resources.  

WMS counseling department phone number: 215-619-8110 



E-cigarette Tips and Information
Click here to download and print this tip sheet.  

https://www.wsdweb.org/uploaded/Community_Announcements/e-cigarette_Parent-Tipsheet.pdf?1580750862386


Staff Spotlight

Meet Kerri Kelly 
Speech and Language Specialist

Birthday:  October 19

Years at WMS: I am returning to WMS this 
year after working at the elementary schools. 
In total, this will make three years working at 
WMS.

Favorite color: My favorite color is blue. 

Favorite food:  My mother’s lasagna!

Favorite movie:  Love, Actually

Favorite season:  My favorite season is 
summer.

Favorite holiday: My favorite holiday is 
Christmas. 

Favorite book: All the Light We Cannot See

Family:  I have a husband, Mike, a 13 year old 
daughter, Erin, and a 10 year old son, Brendan.

First job: I was a camp counselor at Little Red 
Nursery School.

Traveled outside of the U.S.: Yes, I lived in 
England for 14 months. 

Hobbies: I like skiiing, reading, and spending 
time with my family.

Watch Principal Beth 
Bauer’s Video Blog!

Mrs. Bauer highlights the music 
performances and shares kindness 
messages created by students 

VIEW BLOG

Nominate an Alumni for 
2020 Wissahickon High 
School Hall of Fame 

Nominate faculty, family or a community member who is a 
Wissahickon High School or Ambler High School alumni!

1. The nominee is a graduate of Wissahickon High School 
for at least five (5) years at the time of nomination. Note: all 
graduates of Ambler High School are eligible for selection.
2. The nominee demonstrates exemplary achievement 
in the areas of post-graduate career accomplishments; 
leadership within career organizations/industries; 
community service and voluntary leadership in their 
community; prior recognition and honors; and/or 
innovative accomplishments.
3. The nomination provides evidence of how this nominee 
will serve as a positive role model worthy of student 
emulation.
4. The nomination includes a thorough and complete 
biography of the nominee.

Submission deadline: Sunday, March 1 at 11: 55 p.m.

Learn more and submit a nomination: https://
www.wsdweb.org/our-community/alumni/hall-
of-fame/

https://www.wsdweb.org/schools/wissahickon-middle-school/principals-video-blog
https://www.wsdweb.org/our-community/alumni/hall-of-fame/
https://www.wsdweb.org/our-community/alumni/hall-of-fame/
https://www.wsdweb.org/our-community/alumni/hall-of-fame/

